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"| wanted to do a noir, a mystery," says 
Chuck Palahniuk of Foot Work, this 
month's fiction, taken from his new 
collection of short stories, Haunted 
(Doubleday). “It's a sort of hard-boiled 
crime story about selling out. Often 
when people sell out they think, Okay, 
I'll sell out—but only so my child can 
have better health care or my parents 
can retire. But | wish people could sell 
out for the joy of selling out.” 


The idea of the military trying to har- 
ness the occult is usually dismissed as 
a conspiracy theorist's bad dream. In 
Paranormal Pentagon, Jon Ronson, 
author of the new book The Men Who 
Stare at Goats (Simon & Schuster), re- 
veals the shocking truth: It's on. "In 
times of crisis," he reports, "history 
shows that military and intelligence 
leaders journey to the nuttiest corners 
of their imaginations to try stuff out." 


Ever since we published his Great Shark 
Hunt in 1974, we've been proud to em- 
brace Hunter S. Thompson and all that 
he stands for. With his IBM Selectric and 
a moral compass that never failed, 
Thompson set out to administer a mod- 
ern-day version of frontier justice. He ex- 
posed hypocrisy, stood up to crooked 
politicians and cops, and raged against 
puritanism, power and corruption, all 
while having big fun. At the time of his 
passing he was working with PLAYBOY 
on a handbook for future rebels: Post- 
cards From the Proud Highway con- 
tains his hard-won wisdom and advice 
from the edge. He once described in 
The Playboy Interview the feeling he had 
when his first forays into gonzo were 
hailed by critics: "It was like falling down 
an elevator shaft and landing in a pool 
full of mermaids." Happy landing, Doc. 


You already love illustrator J.J. Sedel- 
maier. Together with Robert Smigel he 
created Saturday Night Live's hilarious 
Ambiguously Gay Duo and TV Fun- 
house cartoons. For PLAYBOY he teams 
with writers Richard Rushfield and 
Adam Leff to chronicle a new dynamic 
duo in The Amazing Adventures of Paris 
and Nicky. "My fun comes in the stag- 
ing and layout," he says. "It's great 
drawing such human characters." 


Particle physicist Simon Singh is the 
author of Big Bang, a guide to under- 
standing the origin of the universe. Of 
course, in today's fast-paced world 
it'S hard to devote too much time to 
thinking about the quickening of the 
cosmos, Enter The Meaning of It All, our 
overview of what science has to say 
about life and the universe. Singh leads 
our package with 10 reasons why you 
should believe in the big bang. "For 
centuries," he says, "theologians tried 
to make proclamations about the mate- 
rial world. When observations and 
experiments clashed with the Bible, 
scientists had to keep quiet or risk 
persecution. Now fundamentalists are 
ridiculing and questioning established 
scientific models such as evolution and 
the big bang." Here's how to show 
them the error of their ways. 


e Unique Whips. 
Wednesdays at 9pm 
\ only on SPEED. 
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Will Castro is the difference between a show car and a car you 

can show off. Tune into Unique Whips and see how Castro, 

the genius behind Unique Autosports, takes the cars of the 

stars and turns them into one-of-a-kind works of art. o 


Check out speedtv.com for details. All times Eastern. Schedule subject to change. 
Speed Channel, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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THE MEANING OF IT ALL 

If you think the big bang is just a theory, don't tell Simon Singh. The author of 
Big Bang scoffs at the implication that a deity is required to explain the origin 

of the universe and posits 10 reasons to blame the big bang. Bishop John Spong, 
comedian Julia Sweeney, philosopher John Leslie and evolutionary biologist 
Richard Dawkins tell us why all of this matters, 


RUNWAY MODELS 

The skies, and your girl, will seem friendlier aboard a private jet that boasts such 
luxuries as a king-size bed and shower. You can buy or charter the new yachts of 
the sky from Boeing, Dassault, Bombardier and Gulfstream. BY JASON HARPER 


THE AMAZING ADVENTURES OF PARIS AND NICKY 

The Hilton sisters may have turned doing nothing into an art form, but in this 
two-page comic, the superhero starlets save the world from Jessica Simpson. 
BY RICHARD RUSHFIELD AND ADAM LEFF, ILLUSTRATED BY J.J. SEDELMAIER 


BIG LEAGUE BLUES 

We make our picks for all the major league clubs. Prognosis: a banner year for 
fans who live in a major market but not for everybody else. Hope springs eternal, 
unless you live in Tampa Bay. BY TRACY RINGOLSBY 


POSTCARDS FROM THE PROUD HIGHWAY 

When he died in February, Hunter S. Thompson—“the 20th century's greatest 
comic writer," as Tom Wolfe eulogized him—was in the midst of working 

with the editors of PLAYBOY to compose a guide to life, a compendium of hard- 
won advice for what he called, not altogether satirically, a doomed generation. 
Among his valedictions: Kick a bully in the balls, take your beatings, make 
people smile, and drink lots of water. The final words of an American master. 


fiction 


108 


FOOT WORK 

An altruistic holistic healer encounters a beautiful massage school colleague 
who has swapped her hippie beads and crystals for a life of diamonds and 

furs. The forward-thinking reflexologist shares her lucrative secret to giving an 
orgasmic “foot job"—this time with deadly consequences. BY CHUCK PALAHNIUK 


the playboy forum 


49 


PARANORMAL PENTAGON 

The Bush administration has channeled approximately $30 billion into mysterious 
black-budget projects. Is the money being used to teach Special Forces 
soldiers occult skills, such as how to make a goat's heart stop by will alone? 
Here's the Army paper that inspires these clandestine units. BY JON RONSON 
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VITALI KLITSCHKO 

Did he chase Lennox Lewis out of professional boxing? Klitschko thinks 

he did and tells us why, History's best-educated heavyweight champ also 
explains why boxing is like chess and how to bring democracy to the Ukraine. 
BY JASON BUHRMESTER 


interview 


57 


JAMES SPADER 

He's Alan Shore, the lawyer you're not sure you like. But before James Spader 
invigorated Boston Legal, he enjoyed a risky career playing deviants, killers, 
scummy yuppies and a man who gets aroused by car crashes. The press-shy 
actor opens up about how his characters’ sexuality affects his life, how teenage 
guys can meet more girls and why he packs a knife. BY LAWRENCE GROBEL 


COVER STORY 

The hit show Desperate Housewives got 
everyone hot for homemakers, so we put out 
the call for real-life sexy mothers to show us 
their domestic goodness. After perusing 
nearly 1,000 submissions, we discovered that 
every town has a Wisteria Lane and a resi- 
dent knockout neighbor like cover girl 
Michelle Baena, photographed by Senior 
Contributing Photographer Arny Freytag. 
Our Rabbit gives Michelle his full support. 
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HEF SIGHTINGS, MANSION FROLICS AND NIGHTLIFE NOTES 


НЕНЕ 5 LOOKING AT YOU, KID 

"Гуе always thought of my life as a movie,” says 
Hef, who hosts Mansion screenings of classic films 
every weekend. Robert Osborne joined him (above) 
in a tribute to Humphrey Bogart for Turner Classic 
Movies, introducing Casablanca (Hef's favorite film) 
and Bogie classics The Maltese Falcon, To Have 
and Have Not and The Big Sleep. Says Hef, “Bogie 
is my favorite actor, and Casablanca is his most 
memorable movie, the one that made him a star.” 


THE KING AND 
QUEEN OF CLUBS 
Los Angeles Times col- 
umnist Heidi Siegmund 
Cuda has named Hef 
and Paris Hilton King 
and Queen of the 
Nightclub Scene in Los 
Angeles. Of Hef, Cuda 
wrote, "There were 
times when I'd sleep a 
wink and the whole 
scene had moved. I'd 
call up one of his Bun- 
nies, who'd give me 
their itinerary. That's 
where the action was. 
Long live the king! 


DEEP THOUGHTS 
ON THROAT 
Producer Brian Grazer in conver- 
sation with Hef (right) at a Mansion 
screening of Inside Deep Throat, 
his documentary on the porn film's 
impact on 1970s pop culture. Hef 
with his girlfriends, Holly, Bridget 
and Kendra (below), along with 
Debbie Gibson (below right), who. 
brought a cake to show her appre- 
ciation for her March pictorial 


LET THE VIDEO GAMES BEGIN 

Average joes who want a taste of the good life are playing the new 
video game Playboy: The Mansion (bottom), in which gamers slip into 
Hef's pajamas and slippers to move into the Mansion, throw star- 
studded parties, edit the magazine, oversee photo shoots and live the 
ultimate Playboy lifestyle 


No wonder Hef was named King of the 
Los Angeles Nightclub Scene—every- 

e goes, Centerfolds and celebrities fol- 
low. (1) The Man and his party posse at Prey, his 
favorite Thursday hangout. (2) Kato Kaelin and 
Tina Jordan at the Golden Globes party at 
PMW: (3) Hef's angels striking an appropriate 
pose at Prey. (4) With Jerry Jones, owner of the 
Dallas Cowboys, at Bliss. (5) Hef with longtime 
friend Thora Birch at the Mansion screening of 
Inside Deep Throat. (6) The Amazing Race stars 
Jonathan Baker and Playmate Victoria Fuller. 
(7) Hef and Holly with Joanie "Chyna Doll" 
Laurer of VHI's The Surreal Life. (8) Dita von 
Teese and Kendra Wilkinson at the Playboy- 
Napster party at Prey. (9) Bunny Holly giving 
an on-camera Mansion tour to Aggie and Kim 
of How Clean Is Your House? (10) Hef and Miss 
May, Jamie Westenhiser. (11) Doing an interview 
with Larysa Harapyn for Everything Hef, a spe- 
cial that aired on Canada's network. (12) 
Rachel Hunter hosting a Wheelchair Founda- 
tion fund-raiser at PMW. (13) Playmates Amber 
Campisi, Tiffany Fallon and Hiromi Oshima at 
Prey. (14) Hef with Tara Reid at the same club. 


11 


Introducing 


Gillette 


MAIER 


INNOVATION" 


Auocwo) әџәре) әш 500022 


D, FEEL THÉPOWER 
OF THE WORED’S BEST SHAVE. 


The First Battery-Powered 
Shaving System From Gillette. 


www.MACHS.com The Best a Man Can Се!" 


SS 
“та 


You never forget your first girl? 
stpauligirl.com 


Enjoy St. Pauli Girl responsibly. O Imported by Barton Beers, Ltd., Chicago, IL. 


_ e 


© О 


poss 


KUDOS TO KIDMAN 
Nicole Kidman provided a truly re- 
freshing and absorbing Playboy Inter- 
view (February). She has the class and 
charm that seem lacking in so many 
people of her generation and younger. 
Gary Bruehler 
Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas 


Finally an interview with a celebrity 
who has some substance. After wasting 
my time with the likes of Matt Damon, 
Denzel Washington and Willie Nelson, 
you finally talk to someone intelligent, 
cultured, well-spoken and imagina- 
tive. I don't know if Kidman's beauty is 
an ornament to her mind or vice versa, 
but either way the effect is dazzlin; 
е is a fool to have let th 
jewel slip through his fingers. Please 
give us more of these rich interviews. 

Mark Perry 
Bloomington, Indiana 


s refusal to talk about her 
marriage and breakup 
speaks volumes about her charact 
Bill Smith 

Due West, South Carolina 


Nicole Kidman— beautiful in real life, too. 


and she sounds like a great mother. 
Tom, I love ya, man, but you blew it. 
John Gebhardt 
Capo Beach, California 


TOOL TIME 

Rich Cohen's The Handyman (Febru- 
ary) hit the nail on the head. Asa wom- 
an who has been a fantasy for many of 
my eldest son's friends (and a reality 


for a privileged few), the story helped 
me understand myself better. When 
your children grow up and your hus- 
band is away on business for long peri- 
ods—well, a young lover with a tool 
belt fills your needs. The only down- 
side is that I don't have much time to 
read anymore. I used to devour trashy 
thrillers, but now I prefer to devour 
the drywaller, the roofer and, yes, the 
handyman. We're currently remod 
ing our home, and life around here is 
so much more exciting than fiction 
could ever be. 


Name withheld 

Chicago, Illinois 

The good news is that the subcontractors 
show up every day to work on your house. 
The bad news і that nothing ever gets done. 


AMBER WAVES 

Thanks for making Amber 
your February Playmate. It’ 
see a natural beauty whose me 
ments are close to my own. Women 
don't have to be blonde and rail-thin 
to be gorgeous. 


April Hornbuckle 
Atlanta, Georgia 


This Italian American babe named 
her cat Bella. Her nickname should be 
ma. Mamma mia! Could Amber 
ssibly come out of the kitchen and 
become the next Sophia Loren? 

David Tornatore 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Amber is shown pouring a bottle of 
olive oil over her breast: 
lar brand is made with oliv 
Spain, Greece, Italy and Tun: 
Italian would ever use anythi 
than pure Italian olive oil, even if she's 
not cooking with i 


Anthony Alfreda 
Gilbert, Arizona 


GREAT ARTICLE OF FIRE 

Rock and roll's first graduating class 
is largely gone. Among those still 1 
ing, most are a lifetime away from their 
capacity to set the room on edge by 
generating both anxiety and exuber- 
ance. As Robert Gordon shows, Jerry 
Lee Lewis is an exception (Natural Вот 
Killer, February)—he's still here and 
still trouble. Volatile, unchecked, driv- 
en by instinct, his music is the sound of 
things breaking. I particularly enjoyed 
Gordon's portrayal of the studio ses- 
sion in which Lewis recorded Robbie 
Robertson's "Twilight." From Lewis's 
initial declaration that he didn't like 
the song, to the moment when he 
says, "It's hard to end that song. It's so 


у: о 


pretty,” we see а real musician making 
someone else's material his own. Not 
all performers have such ability. Be- 
cause rock and roll did so much to re- 
configure the cultural landscape, it is 
imperative that we not forget the sto- 
ries of how it happened, who lit the 
place on fire and what it all meant. 

Warren Zanes 

Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

Cleveland, Ohio 


Jerry Lee Lewis burns down the house. 


y Lee Lewis fan 
he best profile 


of him Гуе read. 
Charles Deitzman 
Mount Morris, Illinois 


FEARLESS PICTORIAL 
Monica Jackson of Fear Factor (Flesh 
Factor, February) has such a beautiful 
face that it is difficult to look at the rest. 
of her. But I managed. 
Martin Jones 
Smithfield, North Carolina 


MORE ON BREASTS 
Knowing my academic it interest in 


ation of the 


у 


gins and significance of bosoms (Get- 
ting to Know Your Girlfriend’s Breasts, 
February). Though always attractive to 
men, the bare breast has not always 
been a private pleasure. During the 
1600s fashionable Englishwomen had 
no modesty about displaying their ni 

les. For the upper crust the “perfec 
apple-like breast was a s 
and noble virtue. Even in puritani- 
cal times it was more shocking for a 
woman to reveal her legs or forearms. 
Husbands and fathers commissioned 
portraits of their wives and daughters 
dressed in nipple-bearing décolletage, 
and loyal depictions of the queen had 
her exposing herself. Poorer women 
usually covered up after marriage, ex- 
cept when breast-feeding, but wealth- 
ier women employed wet nurses so 
they could retain the exposed breast as 


a plaything for lovers and a perma- 
nent expression of their virtue, youth 
and beauty. 
Angela McShane Jones 
Department of History 
University of Warwick 
Coventry, U.K 
Whatever course it is you're teaching, 
Professor, we'd like to enroll. 


"Thank you for writing about one (or 
is it two?) of my favorite subjects. I'm 
sure I heard some of the slang terms for 
breasts earlier than the dates you pro- 
vided, but the only one I can pin down 
is “over-the-shoulder boulder holders,” 
which we used in the early 1960s to 
describe our sixth-grade teacher's bra. 

Scott McRae 
Richmond, Virginia 


The list is missing a classic—hooters. 
Adam Fernandez 
Tampa, Florida 


It is difficult to name any of life's 
experiences that are more pleasurable 
than intimate contact with a great pair 
of chesticles. Being smothered by a 
pair of 38DDs would surely be the 
least distressing way to die. 

Lanny Middings 
amon, California 
Unless they belong 10 your тот. 


Rowe states that just one percent of 


women can climax through breast stim- 
ulation alone. 1 suspect that has a lot to 
do with poor technique, but I'd like to 
study this further. You provide the 
women, and ГЇЇ provide the expertise. 
Rick McCarter 
Burbank, California 


SPOT THE GOOF 

I loved seeing the Datsun 240Z in 
February's Mantrack, but the text had 
an error. There was no 240ZX pro- 
duced in 1969. The ZX didn't appear 
until 1979. 


Alan Buckner 
The Colony, Texas 


In February's After Hours you state 
that director Kevin Smith's L.A. comic- 
book store displays a Bible that Alanis 
Morissette used a prop in Jay & 
Silent Bob Strike Back. But Morissette 
doesn't appear in that movie. Not a big 
deal, but I've seen Jay & Silent Bob 
Strike Back about 50 times. 

Ray Ramsey 

Springfield, Illinois 

You shouldn't rewind so quickly, Ray. 

Alanis appears after the credits. 


ENTERPRISING INTERVIEW 

I was not surprised to hear Jolene 
Blalock (200, February) imply that this 
will be the last season of Star Trek: En- 


terprise. The writers have strayed far 
from the formula that sustains and 
spawns faithful Trekkies. We expect a 
soap opera t up in one 
hour, as Star Trek: The Next Generation 
always did. 


Michael Sweeney 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 


Blalock thinks “there could be fewer 
hos” in California? 
cially arrogant aft 
nto Google's image se: 
gine, which returns many photos of her 
that are topless, bottomless or both. 

Lisa Hill 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Innocent Jolene? We don't believe it. 


FOCKING HOT 
Teri Polo (February) is the sexiest 
celebrity who has ever posed for you. 
Bill Tang 
San Francisco, California 


Finally a celebrity who bares all. I 
applaud Stephen Wayda for capturing 


Catch Teri this year on The West Wing. 


Teri's beauty without resorting to 
props such as body paint or a strategi- 
cally placed scarf. 

Monte Mauney 

Durham, North Carolina 


Teri's ex must be an idiot. Please let 
her know that ГИ watch her son, keep 
the house up—whatever she need 

Bob Heiney 
Spring, Texas 


I've been reading PLAYBOY for 35 
years and thought I'd seen it all. But 
that photo of Teri laughing brought a 
smile to this old biker's face. 

Grub Warlock 
St. Matthew 


uth Carolina 


E-mail: DEARPBGPLAYBOY.COM Or write: 730 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10019 
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*To receive FREE standard shipping 
and handling in the U.S. only: order by mail or money 


visit playboystore.com order to: PLAYBOY 


5 с м Р.О. Box 809 
poseer ed ode MOSS duitng Itasca, IL 60143-0809 


(include Source Code MG512) 
call 800-423-9494 =) 
(mention Source Code MG512) or Behe 

Minois residents add 6.75% sales tax. Canadian orders accepted. 
Сай the toll-free number above to request a Playboy catalog. 
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А. Before you stage your own 
Texas Hold "Ет tournament, get a hold 
of this. Playboy offers detailed instructions 
for all of the most popular versions of the 
classic American card game including strip 
poker! You'll also learn countless other facts, 
tips and strategies from Basil Nestor, author 
of several best-selling books about gaming. 
liustrated with classic Femins by legendary 
artist LeRoy Neiman. Hardcover. 54" x 84". 
160 pages. 

10054 Playboy Guide to Playing Poker at 
Home $12.95 


в. Behind every successful man 
stands a surprised wife. This із just опе 
of the classic quips you'll find in this collec- 
tion of the most uproarious zingers ever to 
appear in PLAYBOY magazine. Naturally, 
LeRoy Neiman's Femlin—a mainstay on the 
Party Jokes page since the '50s—appears 
throughout. Hardcover. 5%" x 8%". 

392 pages. 

10057 Big Little Book of Playboy 

Party Jokes $7.98 


C. Bartender, make it a double. This 
deluxe guide by PLAYBOY'S former food 
апа drink editor Thomas Mario includes 
the 1,400 cocktail recipes, LeRoy Neiman 
ilustrations and theme-party tips from the 
first edition plus nearly 300 additional pages 
packed with 350 photographs, additional 
chapters on wine, beer and sake and much 
more! Hardcover. 6" x 9%". 488 pages. 
9403 Playboy Bartender's Guide— 
Deluxe Edition $17.95 


D. As Hef likes to say, "My life is an 
open book. With illustrations." So too is 
this stylish volume in which, for the first 
time ever, Playboy's legendary founder pro- 
vides advice and personal observations. 

for men of all ages. Resonant photographs 
from his private archive ilustrate Hefnerian 
policies relating to every aspect of a man's 
life—trom love and ladies to family and 
dreams. Hardcover with a custom slip- 
cover case. 5* х 7%". 192 pages. 

9404 Hef's Little Black Book $19.95 


E 11 see your book and raise you 
the accessories. Set includes the Playboy. 
Guide to Playing Poker at Home listed above 
plus Rabbit Head poker chips and two stan- 
dard decks of Playboy playing cards. 
10055 Playboy Poker Set $14.98 


F. Now featuring another priceless line 
drawing—Hef's signature. Playboy's 
legendary founder personally signed a 
limited number of these glorious books, 
‘each featuring more than 400 hilarious 
cartoons handpicked from the Playboy 
archives by Hugh M. Hefner himself. 
Hardcover. 9* x 12". 368 pages. 

10056 Playboy—50 Years: The Cartoons 
Book (Signed By Hugh Hefner) $150 
9197 Playboy—50 Years: 

The Cartoons Book (Unsigned) $50 


G. If you only read PLAYBOY for the arti- 
cles, here's what you've been missing. 
This elegant anniversary volume captures 
five decades of sex, art and American cul- 
ture as seen through the eyes of the world's 
greatest photographers. More than 250 of 
the most memorable images ever published 
in the magazine appear in six chapters. 
Hardcover. 9" x 12", 240 pages. 

4010 Playboy—50 Years: 

The Photographs Book $50 


“МІСЕ THROW? 


THE NEW FINE OAK SINGLE MALT WHISKY RANGE. THE LIGHTER SIDE OF THE MACALLAN. 


pneus 


of the month 


I hen it comes to starlet sobriquets, K.D. Aubert's is hard 
V to beat—she's been called the black Angelina Jolie. “I 
hear it at least once а day," she says. "Honestly | love it every 
time." From eye-candy beginnings (she played Harlot in The 
Scorpion King), K.D.'s career has progressed nicely with parts 
in Soul Plane and the forthcoming Dying for Dolly, in which she 
endures every girl's nightmare: endless lip-locking with R&B 
god Usher. “I had to kiss him for 12 hours straight. I'm sur- 
prised | didn't gag from all the Listerine strips in my mouth,” 
she says. "We had some hot and steamy moments—clothes 


"| can't even prono 


7 
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This Creole knockout keeps it sexy and sane 


on, unfortunately." As business heats up, K.D. has no interest 
in settling down. “I can't even pronounce monogamous, let 
alone spell it—you think | can be it?" she says. "Single and 
safe both start with an s. So do sane and sex.” Currently 
recording a few hip-hop tracks, K.D. has been featured in 
videos for P. Diddy and Fabolous. “| don't shake my ass and 
make my booty clap in videos," she says. "Kudos to those who 
do, because it's definitely a skill. I've tried in the mirror to 
make my booty clap or hold a dollar bill, but it hasn't happened 
yet. I'm curious—l just want to know how it works.” 


р 


(t al spell it." 


The front's fantastic. 
The back's even better. The sheer silk gauze 
fabric and shoulder-baring halter style will set 
you up. The thong that covers hardly any of 
her beautiful backside will knock you out. 
S (2-4), M (6-8), L (10-12). 
VC9245 Super Sheer Silk Halter Teddy 534 


See much moro of Miss Octobor 2002 
Teri Harrison in tho Cyber Club, 
http:licyberplayboy.com. 


FREE SHIPPING!* 


P TS TEGve FREE standard shipping | order by 


and handling in the U.S. only: ploaia SNARE tone 


calf order to 
':iuntion Sourcé Code 11519] or | 


ME! playboy 4111 | include Source Code 11519) 
(мог 896610098 11519 during 


m kOuE Minois residents add 6,75% sales tax. 


Canadian orders accepted H 
— Гот? Б 2 
[E 2 d 


Call the toll-free number above to request a Playboy catalog. 
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ER WARFARE 


WE'VE BEEN MONITORING 
CHATTER AGAIN 


Parkour: Urban 
extreme sport 
born in France 
in the 1980s. 
It's similar to 
skateboarding 
but without a 
Skateboard— 
"traceurs," or 
"freerunners," 
vault off park 
benches, flip 
off walls and 
leap from roof 
to roof. Video 
game company 
Eidos is con- 
sidering a Park- 
our title for extreme couch potatoes. 


Vigilante Electronics: Company run by 
Bernhard Goetz, who shot four black 
youths on a New York subway in 1984 and 
was acquitted of attempted murder. With 
a wide selection of ohmmeters, capaci- 
tors and resistors, it's the shop "where 
punks get the low prices they deserve." 


MILF: Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the 
largest group 
of pro-Al Qae- 
da extremists 
in the Philip- 
pines. In 1999 
and 2000, 
North Korea 
sold MILF more 
than 10,000 
weapons. No 
word on how 
many tube tops 
and miniskirts were purchased. 


Prison View: The nine-hole public golf 
course built by convicts at the Louisiana 
State Penitentiary at Angola. If your ball 
lands in deep rough, take a mulligan. 


Pornogami: The art of folding and twist- 
ing paper into tiny scenes of people һау- 
ing sex. Examples: the Missionary, the 
Doggie Style, and the Bill and Monica 


Hanky Panky 4811: One-size-fits-all 
panty that is, by consensus, the best 
ladies thong on 

the market. So- B x 
cialites and su- 2 
permodels alike 
hail it as the 
most comfort- 
able undie one 
can wedge up 
one's butt. 


THIS IS 
YOUR BRAIN 
ON FUN 


HARVARD APPOINTS 
“FUN CZAR" TO AMP 
UP ITS SOCIAL SCENE 


Harvard students hit the 
books like pit bulls on a 
pork chop—but at party 
time they're more like veg- 
ans. Rectifying the situa- 
tion falls to Zac Corker, 
class of 2004. Founder of 
the popular event guide 
hahvahdparties.com, 
Corker built a reputation 
as a “creative schemer” 
during his years as a s 
dent—his signature inven- 
tion being “Harvard State,” a gig at which brainy kids are invited to “par 
they do at that state school you could һау d through.” After his gradu- 
ation, Harvard hired Corl ort of campuswide social chair—or, as he was 
smirkingl lubbed by the school paper, Harvard's "fun czar." 

PLAYBO npus life everywhere ain't what it used to be. Does Harvard 
have any special problems with loosening up? 

CORKER: Everything here is set up to maximize the ability to study. 
to be social the way people are social at most other colleges. Th 
dent center. There are few social outlets, and the cessarily рорш 
Only 14 percent of gu in finals clubs [Harv lent of fraternities]. 
PLAYBOY: Won't kids naturally find their own ways to socialize? 

CORKER: Even if you're having a party in your room, you need to get admin- 
istrative approval. It's Harv ‘Harvard's rule: 

PLAYBOY: Why did they give you this j 

CORKER: With organizing and promoting part ties, I think of myself—this is a 
bit weird—kind of like Donald Trump. As an investor he's not more talented 
than the next guy. But he has the reputation to turn something into a success, 
and the myth kind of feeds off itself. I hope the next person can keep it going. 
PLAYBOY: What wisdom do you have for future Harvard classes? 

CORKER: I definitely had fun during my four years, but I also saw everything 
get a lot more serious. Serious has a time and place, definitely. Just not all 
the time and not everyplace. 


Pecan eee RUE It pee 


a 


GUMMI IMPLANTS 
MAKE FOR 
BEAR BREASTS 


In the tireless quest for bet- 
ter fake hooters, a surgeon's 
latest weapon is the “Gummi 
Bear” implant. Made of a 
semisolid gel, the new fun- 
bags are less likely to rupture 
or wrinkle, as can happen 
with silicone and saline. 
Doctors call it revolution- 
ary. No word yet on flavors. 
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his back pages 


FOLK HERO 


BOB DYLAN WAS NEVER ONE TO 
LOOK BACK—UNTIL NOW 


In the mid-1950s he was Bobby Zimmerman, a teenager іп Hibbing, 
Minnesota. A decade later, as Bob Dylan, he had revived and redefined 
popular music. At Seattle's Experience Music Project, artifacts from that 
heady era of ascent are on display in Bob Dylan's American Journey, 
1956-1966. Dylan has never shed much light on his past or on him- 
self—a prolonged reticence that makes these pieces all the more inter- 
esting. Was Bobby an obvious genius? Not necessarily, as shown by an 
essay he wrote on The Grapes of Wrath, which bears the teacher's remark 
that “more could have been done with this.” Yet the poet's mixed-up 
confusion is there—in classmate Judy Setterstrom's yearbook Bobby 
wrote, “Judy, I'm so tired. My head's going round and round. | doubt if 
I'll ever see you again after school lets out, but it's been awful, 
awful nice knowing you." Rare photographs, posters and 
handwritten lyrics abound, and certain items document 
Dylan's progress: The acoustic double-O Martin guitar 
he picked up in Minneapolis (in exchange for his elec- 
tric—yes, Dylan was plugged in before he went acoustic) 
marks his move into folk; the sweat-stained T-shirt worn 
by Woody Guthrie during his last days in a New Jersey 
hospital recalls the Guthrie-wannabe phase. Then there's 
the tambourine of band member Bruce Langhorne—the orig- 
inal Mr. Tambourine Man. Pay a visit if you're traveling in the 
north country fair before the exhibit closes on September 5. 


art stars 


VARGAS 
GONE 
VIVID 


PORN QUEENS 
MAKE CLASSIC 
CHEESECAKE 


Many photographers 
have tried and failed to 
re-create classic pinup 
art (trust us, we've seen 
it all), but Richard Dean 
is an exception. "The 
two masters, Vargas 
and Elvgren, would start 
by sketching a naked 
model," Dean explains. 
"They'd work at it until 
they had the perfect fig- 
ure, then they would 
paint the clothes on. | 
take a photograph and 
add the clothes digi- 
tally." To keep things 
interesting, Dean's life 
models—Tera Patrick, 
Savanna Samson and 
Mercedez (pictured)— 
are all porn stars from 
L the Vivid Video stable. 


fielder's choice 


JOSE CAN 
YOU SEE 


BALLPLAYER'S WIFE: 
LAST-MINUTE SCRATCH 


Hey, Royals fans—need a couple of 
good reasons to make it to the sta- 
dium on time? Try Melissa Lima, wife 
of your reacquired anthem-singing 
pitcher, Jose. Last May the above 
photo caused a sensation when it 
appeared on MLB.com; prudish 
webmasters later cropped Melissa 
out, giving Lima a rare no-titter, 
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NEW AXE SHOWER GEL 


Dirty Bay Ger 
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START YOUR 
WINING 


With women a little bit of wine 
wisdom goes a long way 
Learn a few nuggets and shell 
think you're a true oenophile. 
Start with these: 

First of all, don't give her the 
wine list. The waiter hands it 
to the man for a reason. 


Few women like big cabernets 
as men do—for them it's like a 
cigar and a steak. 


Certain wines serve just one 
purpose. For my taste gewúrz- 

а (PCN VIN MARIANI 
food and not much else. 

If she wants fish and you want 

steak, pinot can bridge the gap. It's a great Band-Aid. 

Always note the vintage of the bottle you're ordering. If the wine 
list says 1998 and the waiter brings you a 1997, send it back, ab- 
solutely. It's a scam, and casual wine drinkers never catch it 


Outside of a wineshop, the best place to buy wine is Costco. 


I'm not saying all women know nothing about wine. Some women 
know more than you. Hell, some women know more than I do. If 
you find one of these women, look out—she might be a keeper 


Tom Leykis hosts the radio shows The Tasting Room and The Tom Leykis Show. 


World 
Memo Poll: Nation split on 
Bush as uniter or divider 


From CNN.com—proof that you can't fool half the people most of the time. 


Sports at sicom 


| personal worst — 


DESPERATELY SEEKING 


From the forthcoming collection Man With Farm 
Seeks Woman With Tractor: The Best and Worst 
Personal Ads of All Time, by Laura Schaefer: 
TORONT AM tired of being alone musing 
on pussy and my pug Tansey, want a chubby 
little woman to love in stead. Am 5 feet 5, 
and 22. 

—Canadian Matrimonial News, May 14, 1892 


JUST A GAL seeking her soul mate. SWF 47 
relying on two legs and arms on either side of 
body for balance. 

—Chicago Reader, April 2004 


TRAY BELLE 


APPLEBEE'S SERVER LINSEY MILLER IS 
GOOD IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 


PLAYBOY: What do you 
do at Applebee's? 
LINSEY: I'm a waitress. 
It's great because | сап 
work around my school 
schedule. | have my asso- 
ciate degree in interior 
design, and now I'm study- 
ing marketing. 
PLAYBOY: How would 
you redesign Applebee's? 
LINSEY: | would simplify. 
That random stuff on the 
walls isn't useful or aes- 
thetically pleasing. We have to dust all that crap. 
PLAYBOY: How do you like your uniform? 
LINSEY: It's not so flattering. | wear my own 
pants, which are a little tight, to accentuate my 
butt. I've been hit on when I'm іп my uniform— 
it's like, Hell, | can get a guy when I'm wearing an 
Applebee's uniform. That must be a good sign. 
PLAYBOY: Speaking of accentuating your butt, do 
you wear a thong under there? 

LINSEY: Always a thong. Always. Never will | 
wear granny panties, not even when I'm a granny. 


Employee of the Month candidates: Send pictures to puarsor Photography Depart 
ment, Attn: Employee of the Month, 680 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Ilinois 
60611. Must be at least 18 years old. Must send photocopies ol a driver's license. 
and another valid ID (not a credit card), one of which must include a current photo, 
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HUNDREDS ОЕ WINNERS 
ONE LUCKY $100,000 CHAMP 


Become 1 of 10 finalists who will win 55,000 cash AND a trip to Vegas to play for $100,000 
AND a seat at the 2006 World Series of Poker. Plus, cash prizes awarded monthly. 


ТАКЕ A S, 
Ф E 
FRESHCOPE сд, 


Start Here, S Б еп h £ 


Play today at Fresh(ope.com 


OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS. NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. 
PURCHASE DOES NOT IMPROVE CHANCES OF WINNING. US Smokeless 


TOBACCO со 


Call 888-355-COPE, or visit freshcope.com for details, eligibility requirements and official rules. 


@Copenh: Cope are registered trademarks of U.S. Smokeless Tobacco Co. or an affiliate. ©2005 U.S. Smokeless Tobacco Co. 


Skin Trade 


According to Skin City: Uncovering the Las Vegas Sex Industry, by Jack Sheehan, the average 
full-time stripper in Nevada's Clark County makes $85,000 a year, most of it untaxed. 
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Shrinkage 


"T Dirty 
| Masterpiece 


$88,300 == 


an auction for Vien 
only known copy of 
Sodom, or the Gentle- 
man Instructed. 

The 17th century 
play is attributed to 
John Wilmot, Earl 

of Rochester, and 
was billed by auction 
house Sotheby's 

as the “rarest piece 
of early English 
pornography." 


For some men abdominal fat can accumulate around 
the base of the penis, causing them to “lose” an inch in 


length for every 35 extra pounds. 


Book of Pointless Records 


Longest Milk Squirt From Eye 


9 2 2 ft By Ilker Yilmaz of Istanbul, Turkey. 
. The previous record was 8.7 feet. 


Let's Stay Together 


92% of American men say they'd 
stay married even if they weren't 
sexually attracted to their wife. 


Faith in Science 


13% of Americans believe man evolved without divine help. 
55% believe God created us exactly as we are today. 
27% believe God guided the process of evolution. 


Surprise Third 


Final electoral tally from the 
2004 presidential election: 


George W. Bush 286 
John Kerry 251 
John Edwards 1л 


*cast by an anonymous 
Minnesota elector 


A Room of 
One's Own 


By location, hourly wage 
needed to afford rent and 
utilities on a modest two- 
bedroom apartment. The 
federal minimum wage is 
$5.15, it should be noted. 


Puerto Rico $7.22 
West Virginia $9.31 
New York $18.18 
California $21.24 
Washington, D.C. $22.83 


Jack Rabbits 


The carjacking capital 

of the world, with 57,600 
vehicles stolen in 2003, 
is Phoenix. 
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‘Soe Miss July 2003 

‘Marketa Janska without 
her sleepwear in the Cyber Club. 
http:l/cyberplayboy.com 


A, B. NEW! Extreme arousal. That's what's causing those spots 
you're seeing before your eyes. And when you get a glimpse of the 
stripes on the back of the thong, you may need medical attention. 
Cotton/spandex. S (1-3), M (5-7), L (9-11). 

10117 Bunny Dots Cami $26 

10118 Bunny Dots Thong $14 


C, D. NEW! The writing's on the girl. Just like PLveov magazine, 
this sexy black cami and thong give you something to read while 
you're looking at a beautiful woman. $ (1-3), М (5-7), L (9-11). 
10163 Sexy Bunny Cami Top $24 

10164 Sexy Bunny Thong $14 


E, F. NEW! Cut to the chase. The slits on this pink spaghetti-strap cami 
and boy short send a clear message—the glimpses you're getting 
of her cleavage and hips are only the beginning. Nylon/spandex. S/M 
(1-5), МЛ. (7-11). 

10110 Pink Cutout Cami 524 

10111 Pink Cutout Boy Short $16 

also available in black! 

9170 Black Cutout Cami 524 

9171 Black Cutout Boy Short $16 


EE SHIPPING" 


*To receive FREE standard shipping 
and handling in the U.S. only: 


visit playboystore.com 
(enter Source Code MG525 during 
checkout) or 

call 800-423-9494 


(mention Source Code MG525) or 


order by mail 
please send check or monoy 
order to: PLAYBOY 

Р.О. Box 809 

Itasca, IL 60143-0809 
(include Source Code MG525) 


Minois residents add 6.75% sales 
tax. Canadian orders accepted. 


a. еэ ME 


Call the toll-free number above to request a Playboy catalog. 


Г STAR WARS: EPISODE 111— | 
REVENGE OF THE SITH 


Can George Lucas recapture his original magic? 


Is the final Star Wars epic going to be the best? Wanting to 
go out on a high note, director Lucas has included a little 
bit of everything: Anakin Skywalker morphing from a noble 
Jedi knight into a vengeful Sith, a killer lightsaber duel be- 
tween Anakin and Obi-Wan, action played out on eight 
different planets with enough head chopping and limb sev- 
ering to earn a PG-13, plus new dialogue from playwright 
Tom Stoppard. That's why there are high hopes for Star 
Wars: Episode Ill —Revenge of the Sith, especially since 
many fans were disappointed with the last two episodes. 
Says Hayden Christensen, who plays Anakin, “This is the 
story that everyone's been 


waiting to see—of Anakin be- “ 
coming Darth Vader and of a | actually get 


republic becoming an empire.” to have human 


Was Stoppard able to avoid the | 
cheesy dialogue that crippled dialogue ІП ШЕ 


ПРИ 
the last two films? “Definitely,” Which is nice. 
says Christensen. "Harrison 

Ford made a great comment—"You can type this shit, but 
you can't say it.’ | actually get to have human dialogue іп 
this, which is nice." Diehards now face a future without any 
new Star Wars movies. "It's saddening, but when the tril- 
ogy is released on DVD, we can sit down with all six films 
and watch them in sequence," he explains. "The films work 
best as one cohesive unit." —Stephen Rebello 


The Interpreter 

It's high-anxiety time when UN 
EEG Kidman overhears a plot to assassinate an African 
statesman. Penn plays the federal agent assigned to protect 
the mysterious beauty from the bad guys while trying to figure 
out whether she knows more than she's letting on. 


Our call: This Hitchcock-like tale 
of suspense and politics sounds 
like a good mix for Kidman 
and Penn, as well as for direc- 
tor Sydney Pollack, who made 
pulses pound with The Firm. 


Kingdom of Heaven 

Orlando Bloom, Liam ^ 

Clanging swords, bloodletting and а indenne Solndtrack 
supercharge director Ridley Scott's 12th century epic about a 
blacksmith (Bloom) who rises to knighthood and leads the 
defense against Saladin's siege of Jerusalem. 


Our call: Religious controver- 
sies aside, the potential deal 
breaker in this epic is whether 
Bloom has learned from Brad 
Pitt's mistakes in Troy and Col- 
in Farrell's in Alexander. 


Kicking & Screaming 

(Will Ferrel In this jock comedy, family guy 
Ferrell starts coaching his son's soccer team and gets pitted 
against a rival group coached by his own monstrously compet- 
itive dad (Duvall). The big yucks come when beaten-down 
Ferrell morphs into a younger, nastier version of his father. 


Our call: The father-son thing 
worked well for Ferrell in Elf, so 
expect chuckles—along with a 
few life lessons—as Ferrell and 
Duvall slug out their oedipal 
battles on the soccer field. 


The Hitchhiker’ s Guide to the Galaxy 


Ikovich) In the long-awaited | big-screen version of the 
brilliantly twisted sci-fi novel, a hapless guy (Freeman) and his 
alien pal (Def) stow away on a spaceship before planet Earth 
is decimated to make way for an intergalactic freeway. 


Our call: More Monty Python- 
esque than George Lucas- 
esque, this is for those who like 
their sci-fi flicks with seriously 
tripped-out characters and com- 
ically existential dilemmas. 
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reviews [ dvds 


Г THE AVIATOR | 


Scorsese gives DiCaprio his career high as Howard Hughes 


Two movies can be made about Howard Hughes's life: one charting the Texan's 
rise as an oil heir turned aviation visionary who dabbled in golden-age Hollywood, 
and another depicting the loony billionaire recluse holed up in a Beverly Hills bun- 
galow. Fortunately director Martin Scorsese chose the former and signed 
Leonardo DiCaprio to create an appropriately beguiling yet enigmatic vision of 


young Hughes. The perfor- 


mance is perfect and keeps 
the movie airborne when 
the necessary biopic tropes 
threaten to drag it down. Cate 
Blanchett resonates as Kath- 
arine Hepburn, one of several 
Hughes lovers during his Hol- 
lywood period. Alec Baldwin 
and Alan Alda, portraying a 
corporate rival and his con- 
gressional lackey, respec- 
tively, slander Hughes as a war 
profiteer, affording the fray- 
ing hero one last golden 
moment, Extras: Historical 
featurettes about Hughes and 
the era. ¥¥¥4 — —Greg Fagan 


NATIONAL TREASURE (2004) This infuri- 
ating piece of malarkey from producer 
Jerry Bruckheimer features Nicolas Cage 
as an expressionless treasure hunter who 
discovers ridiculous clues that lead to a 
basement full of antiquities. Perky Diane 
Kruger makes a better impression as a 
historian than she did as Helen of Troy 
(2004), but by staying buttoned up she 
eliminates the only opportunity to make 
this big-scale bore the least bit interesting. 
Extras: In keeping 
with the theme, 
one uses cryptic 
Keys to locate the 
alternate ending, 
deleted scenes 
and featurettes. 
Y —Buzz McClain 


MEET THE FOCKERS (2004) This sequel 
is all about violating comfort zones, 
including yours. You'll either laugh or feel 
embarrassed for the powerhouse cast, 
which includes Dustin Hoffman, Barbra 
Streisand and Robert De Niro. Since this 
film made more than $250 million, will Little 
Fockers be next? 
Extras: Twenty de- 
leted scenes, 10 
of them branched 
so you can make 
an extended Fock- 
er movie of your 
OWN, ¥¥ —B.M. 


WARNER GANGSTER CLASSICS This 
Six-picture box culls the crème de la crim- 
inals from the Warner Bros. vaults. It 
opens with the seminal Edward G. Robin- 
son vehicle Little Caesar (1930)—which 
set in cinematic stone the rise-and-fall 
story line that defines gangster films to 
this day—and closes with White Heat 
(1949), starring James Cagney “on top 
of the world” of charismatic villainy. You 
also get Cagney in The Public Enemy 
(1931) and, together with Humphrey Bo- 
gart, the magnificent Angels With Dirty 


Faces (1938) and The Roaring Twenties 
(1939). Bogie's breakthrough film, The 
Petrified Forest (1936), rounds out this 
quintessentially 
classic collection. 
Extras: Commen- 
taries, period 
cartoons and a 
Leonard Maltin 
intro for each. 
yyy —бЕ 


SPACEBALLS COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
(1987) For those who were too high to 
remember, this pun-filled Mel Brooks 
parody has its moments, mostly in the 
names—Pizza the Hutt, Dark Helmet, Barf 
the Mog—though John Hurt's re-creation 
of the chest burst in Alien (1979) manages 
an honest laugh. 
Extras: Brooks's 
commentary, a 
new documen- 
tary and the trib- 
ute “John Candy: 
Comic Spirit.” 
yy —B.M. 


TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 
(2004) This demented puppet show from 
the South Park creators features gung 
ho U.S. special agents waging an unapol- 
ogetic war on terror. When North Korean 
dictator Kim Jong ІІ starts hoarding 
WMDs, it's open season for taking mean- 
spirited—albeit hilarious—potshots at 
Hollywood liberals while simultaneously 
mocking mindless 
patriotism. Ex- 
tras: Got wood? 
The unrated ver- 
sion includes an 
uncut marion- 
ette sex scene. 
¥¥¥ —Kenny Lull 


Sandra Bullock is notorious for including no-nudity clauses in her movie con- 
tracts. She has worn lingerie in Me and the Mob (1992) and Forces of Nature 
(1999), taken steamy showers in Who Shot Patakango? (1989) and teased 
us in bikinis in The Net 
(1995) and Speed 2: 
Cruise Control (1997). 
But you'll have to rewind 
her career back to a for- 
gotten flick she shot in 
1990, Fire on the Ama- 
zon (pictured), to see 
Miss Congeniality bare it 
all and get down doggy 
style. That won't happen 
in her new movie, Crash, 
a twistof-fate ensemble 
drama, but we can always 
hope for an encore. 


Downloadable 
movies 
are here... 
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[ WILL DVD KILL THE RADIO STAR? ] 


Loaded music DVDs suggest the end of the world as we know it for CDs 


Has a music industry under siege by poor sales, piracy and image problems found 
salvation (and new profits) in the unlikely form of DVDs? Concert performances 
are taking on the kind of significance they haven't had since U2's Under a Blood 
Red Sky took that band to another plateau. The DVD Under Blackpool Lights, by 
the White Stripes (pictured), is a good example—it was even given a theatrical 
release. Labels are also looking to cash in on back-catalog material by issuing dual- 
disc versions of Velvet Revolver's and Simple Plan's albums with added multimedia 
features or by persuad- 
ing you to buy your third 
version (LP, CD and now 
DVD) of Jimi Hendrix's 
Electric Ladyland or 
AC/DC's Back in Black 
(repackaged with movie 
DVD-style commen- 
taries and extras). Then 
there are the archival 
releases given new life 
through a video format, 
such as The Howlin’ 
Wolf Story and Ray 
Charles's O-Genio. DVDs 
have entirely altered the 
rules for genres like 
opera, signaling the end 
of audio-only releases. 
The format is perfect for capturing Wagner (Deutsche Grammophon's tour de force 
of Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg) or Rossini (La Donna del Lago performed at La 
Scala) live onstage. Still, the biggest changes are yet to come. Just as musicians 
began making albums that filled the extra capacity CDs offered over LPs, bands 
will exploit DVD capabilities, presenting music as a soundtrack to their own home- 
made versions of Behind the Music or Cocksucker Blues. —Tim Mohr 


Sex sells—as Kinsey, James Dean and Errol Flynn prove on DVD 


Kinsey explores the life of research scientist Alfred Kinsey, 
whose groundbreaking studies of human sexual behavior created 
the framework for frank talk about sex. Fox's two-disc edition 
includes the director's commentary, deleted scenes, a featurette 
on the actual Kinsey reports and an interactive Kinsey sex ques- 
tionnaire that invites viewers to find out where they stand, sexu- 
ally speaking.... The Complete James Dean Collection offers 
the movie legend's three films in double-disc editions. Dean's 
screen debut, 1955's East of Eden, includes screen tests, 
deleted scenes, premiere footage and two new documentaries, 
plus the feature-length film James Dean: Forever Young. The new 
Rebel Without a Cause includes Dean's now-eerie “Drive Safely” 
PSA. The previously available Giant rounds out the set.... The 
boozing babe magnet to whom all Hollywood hellions must still 
bow gets his due in Errol Flynn: The Signature Collection, fea- 
turing the new documentary The Adventures of Errol Flynn. The 
production offers recent insights from Olivia de Havilland, Flynn's 
eighttime co-star. This package includes four of their films: Cap- 
tain Blood (1935), Dodge City (1939), They Died With Their 
Boots On (1941) and The Private Lives of Elizabeth and Essex 
(1939), a sumptuous period drama that also stars Bette Davis. 
The set also offers The Sea Hawk (1940). —G.F 


HOTEL RWANDA (2004) Inspir- 
ing heroism flows freely in this dra- 
ma about Paul Rusesabagina (Don 
Cheadle), the earnest hotel manager 
who risked his life to shelter some 
1,200 innocents during the country's 
1994 genocide. ¥¥¥ 


(2004) This tale of a 
liberal southern California family, as 
told by its live-in Mexican maid's 
daughter, ultimately can't escape its 
contrivances, But Téa Leoni’s volcanic 
orgasm is easily the best ever in a 
PG-13 film. уу 


THE PROFESSIONALS (1966) 
Ralph Bellamy sends Burt Lancast- 
er, Lee Marvin, Woody Strode and 
Robert Ryan to rescue his abducted 
wife—the worth-fetching Claudia 
Cardinale—from a band of Mexican 
desperadoes. ¥¥¥ 


(2004) A slow-moving yarn 
about Nicole Kidman's dead husband, 
supposedly reincarnated as a 10-year- 
old boy. Kidman's intimate scenes 
with the child are unintentionally 
creepy in an Amber Alert way. ¥% 


DAN AYKROYD UNPLUGGED ON 
UFOS (2005) Actor-bluesman- 
“UFOlogist” Aykroyd reveals himself 
to be a far-out space nut as he waxes 
philosophical about all things extrater- 
restrial in this documentary profile. ¥¥ 


(2004) The inev- 
itable sequel to Ocean's Eleven (2001) 
forces the story with the return of George 
Clooney, Brad Pitt, Julia Roberts et al., 
but Catherine Zeta-Jones shines as a 
gimlet-eyed Europol detective. ¥¥/ 


THE THREE STOOGES IN COLOR 
Some wise guy has gone and colorized 
four vintage Stooges shorts! We ought 
to murderize "іт! But wait...the disc 
also includes the black-and-white 
originals so purists can avoid the new 
colorized versions. ¥¥¥ 


(2005) Documentarian 
Ken Burns sheds light on brazen boxer 
Johnson, who broke the color barrier 
and openly courted white women when 
such things got you killed. УУУУ 


Don't miss 
Good show 


Worth a look 
Forget it 
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[ BLOC ROCKING BEATS ] 


This London quartet's Silent Alarm is a loud wake-up call —time to move 


Perhaps no band casts as long a shadow on the current indie scene as Gang of Four, 
the legendarily funky art-punk group that was part of the second wave of British punk 
in the late 1970s. Franz Ferdinand EIER the Gang of Four sound—maintaining the 


nervousttic guitars that made 
the Gang so danceable but dis- 
carding the angry sloganeer- 
ing. Bloc Party hews even 
closer to the Gang's 1979 
masterpiece, Entertainment! 
Catch Bloc Party live and mar- 
vel at the blazing intensity. The 
band's relentless punk-funk 
shows—machine-gun drum- 
ming, jumpy guitars and vein- 
popping vocals—translate well 
to wax. But on this accom- 
plished debut album, Bloc 
Party, like Franz before it, also 
taps into some wonderfully 
catchy melodies—particularly 
impressive is "This Modern 
Love." (Vice) yyy% —Tim Mohr 


NEW ORDER * Waiting for the Sirens' Call 

The best revenge for a group that has been heavily plagiarized 
by hip young bands for more than 20 years is to return and make 
one of the best albums of its career. New Order did just that with 
2001's Get Ready (even if it went relatively unnoticed in the U.S.). 
On this follow-up the group is just as smart. It doles out DJ-booth 
wisdom to young clubgoers, tosses heavy dub sounds into the 
mix and comes off like the hippest set of middle-agers on the 
dance floor. (Warner Bros.) УУУУ —Jason Buhrmester 


THE BRAVERY * The Bravery 

The award for 2005's most infectious rock album goes to New 
York City's latest buzz band, the Bravery. True to their name, 
the cocksure new wavers are fearlessly flashy (calling to mind 
the Killers, the Cure and vintage New Order) and not afraid to 
spew politically incorrect musings ("You put the art in retarded"). 
Instead of waiting to be discovered by a label, the band built a 
rabid fan base by posting bedroom-recorded MP3s online. Clearly, 
if you upload it, they will come. (Island) ¥¥¥ —Alison Prato 


JIM BAKER * More Questions Than Answers 

With rare exceptions, the art of solo jazz piano ended with the 
death of Bill Evans in 1980. Baker, who has worked with a vari- 
ety of players while maintaining his distinctive solo voice, is 
one of those rare exceptions. His piano work here, occasionally 
augmented by analog synthesizer, owes less to Oscar Peterson 
than it does to Ornette. The discontinuous beauty of Baker's 
slurred but intelligent playing suggests that jazz piano isn't dead 
after all. (De/mark) ¥¥¥ —Leopold Froehlich 


LOST CITY ANGELS * Broken World 

Despite the dark themes of their tunes, Lost City Angels have 
too much muscle to qualify as Goth. On its second album the 
Boston band hammers out meat-and-potatoes punk that's more 
Misfits than Fields of the Nephilim. It rips through the double- 
time stomp of “Faithless on the Floor" and easily shifts into the 
jittery, offbeat rhythm of "Broken World" without ever losing the 
melody. This album is sure to rank among the most exciting 
releases of the entire summer. (Stay Gold) ¥¥¥¥ —J.B. 


st alive 


[ BRING THE NOISE ] 


Napoleon said an army travels on 
its stomach. But in modern warfare 
an army travels on its ears 


War is hell, but at least with personal 
stereos and iPods soldiers needn't be 
further tormented by official radio— 
these days soldiers can choose the 
soundtracks of their lives. This has been 
true since Vietnam, a war that, more 
than any previous military conflict, was. 
defined by its music. Troops could play 
tapes of Jimi Hendrix or the Doors 
rather than Armed Forces Radio, The 
accessibility of such transparently rebel- 
lious music altered the course of the 
war. Or perhaps the in-country popular- 
ity of such music simply reflected the 
defiant attitude of Vietnam draftees. In 
Iraq and Afghanistan troops are once 


again setting their own musical agenda. 
The Army & Air Force Exchange Service 
produces a weekly top 10 list of the 
CDs soldiers purchase in shops on for- 
ward bases. Here's a recent weekly tally 
of what soldiers stationed in the Middle 
East are buying: 


1. JOHN LEGEND GET LIFTED 

2. EMINEM ENCORE 

3. LUDACRIS THE RED LIGHT. 
DISTRICT 

4. 2PAC LOYAL TO THE GAME 

5. THE GAME THE DOCUMENTARY 

6. MARIO TURNING POINT 

7. T.I. URBAN LEGEND 

KENNY CHESNEY BE AS YOU ARE 
9. GEORGE STRAIT 50 NUMBER ONES 

10. SNOOP DOGG R&G 


What's significant about this list is what 
isn't on it: no chart pop, no Maroon 5, 
not much country. This is the sound of 
men and women at war: urban, straight- 
ahead rebel music. You can make a con- 
tribution to Gifts From the Homefront in 
$10 or $20 denominations. Money is 
then turned into gift certificates that sol- 
diers can use to buy chopped and 
screwed CDs. For more information go 
to aafes.com, or call 887-770-4438. 


See Playmate of the Year 200) 
Brandi Roderick without. 


the stockings in the Cyber 
http:/eyberplayboy.com 


A All lined up for love. Pink lace panels with ribbons attached 
grace the front of this black sheer mesh cami with ruffle trim. Matching 
boy short has detachable garters. S (1-3), M (5-7), L (9-11), XL (13). 
10004 Pink Panels Cami Set $49 

9222 Black Sheer Thigh-High Stockings $9 


B. Put as little between you and her as possible. This light and 
аку, 10096 silk chiffon chemise in angelic white is es close as you'll get to 
skin-on-skin contact. V-front. Adjustable straps. Imported. $ (2-4), M 
(6-8). L (10-12) К 

10000 Sheer Silk Chemise 534 


С It's better in Brazil. This sheer stretch mesh bra and thong 
subscribe to the South American fashion attitude that women should 
display as much of their bodily charm as possible. Bra sizes: S/M (1-5), 
МЛ. (7-11). Thong is one size (fits up to size 12). 

10135 Brazilian T-Bra $24 

10136 Brazilan Thong $16 


D. Her hemline goes down, your temperature goes up. This 
chemise's asymmetrical bottom drapes delicately from her right hip to 
her left thigh. Includes matching thong. One size (fits up to size 12). 
10133 Spliced Chemise $29 


FREE SHIPPING!* 


"To receive FREE standard shipping order by 
and handling in the U.S. only: lease sand cheok or money 
visit order to: PLAYBOY 
(enter Source Code MG510 during P.O. Box 809 
checkout) or D IL 60143-0809 

(include Source Code MG510) 


call 


(mention Source Code MG510) or есі residente add 6.78% sales: 


tax. Canadian orders accepted. 


кеш еэ ME. 


Call the toll-free number above to request a Playboy catalog. 
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[ IT'S A BRAND-NEW BALL GAME 


Gaming's heaviest hitters go head-to-head in our first annual wired World Series 
By Scott Steinberg 

MVP BASEBALL 2005 (Electronic Arts, Game- 7 
Cube, PC, PS2, Xbox) EA's seemingly unstop- flashing lights, (оу бо. 
pable dynasty (see Madden, FIFA, etc.) springs % Wospled the pundi? 
a leak this season. The marginal improvements to 
hitting and fielding controls can't overcome the 
stiff presentation and simplistic pitching interface 


7 MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 2К5 (Take-Two, 
PS2, Xbox) Everyone's favorite benchwarmer 
belts one out of the park. The broadcast-style 
presentation is the MVP here, drawing on the tal- 
ents of Karl Ravech, Jon Miller and Joe Morgan to 
imbue each contest with drama. Sniper-style 


Crosshairs, boting ois. 


of this uninspired follow-up to last year's winner. 6 P ! pitching and showstopping plays round out the 
It's the gaming equivalent of vanilla ice cream: тесігін сесі сәсе беті action, with riveting recaps (complete with foam- 
There's nothing really wrong with it; you just know aE > finger-waving fans) as ample reward. Not perfect 


it could be so much more. ¥¥# but as close as you'll come this year. УУУУ 


== 42/60 
ойл of ot traning 
comp really shows. Stick 
with lost year’s model 


MULTIF 
Online gaming over PL 


The franchise 1o beot 2 
We? see bow long i, | 
Boston, con hold бе ie 


TOM CLANCY'S SPLINTER CELL: 
CHAOS THEORY (Ubisoft, GameCube, PC, 
PS2, Xbox) The stealth game to beat is 
back as you once again strap into the boots 
of black-ops master Sam Fisher to take on 
international terrorism. A gaggle of new or 
improved weapons, ammo and gadgets 
assists your extreme sneakiness and 
enhanced moves. Plus there's a new coop- 
erative mode that 
complements the 
stunning head-to- 
head mercenar- 
ies-versus-spies 
multiplayer mis- 
sions. УУЗУ 
—Marc Saltzman 


DEVIL MAY CRY 3: DANTE'S AWAKEN- 
ING (Capcom, PS2) The first Devil May 
Cry broke new ground with ¡ts blend of 
swordplay and shooting; the second was 
a derivative water treader. This third effort 
15 a return to form, with acrobatic brawl- 
ing added to the mix and a more subtle 
and customized ability-enhancement 
system. The plot explores the backstory 
of Dante, the 
game's demon- 
hunting protago- 
nist, and will have 
you slaying hell 
Spawn deep into. 
the night. ¥¥¥ 
—John Gaudiosi 


DOOM 3 (id Software, PC, Xbox) When a 
studio pioneers an entire genre of video 
game (the first-person shooter), then fol- 
lows it up with nothing but blockbusters 
(the Doom, Quake and Wolfenstein 
series), it's not such a surprise when it 
turns out an unambiguously amazing (and 
disturbing) game. The PC version hit last 
summer; now it's the Xbox's turn. This 
version adds co- 
op play and Xbox 
Live support and 
retains the 5.1 
sound that made 
the original so 
creepy. ¥¥¥¥ 
Scott Alexander 


NARC (Midway, PS2, Xbox) Some game 
developers seem to relish feeding parents" 
worst fears about their products. In Narc 
you play a cop collaring crooks in an open- 
ended urban setting. The problem? All the 
drugs you seize can be ingested to 
enhance your crime-solving skills (pot 
slows down time, speed makes you go 
fast, and so on). Using drugs worsens 
your health and 
can be addictive, 
but solving the 
game without 
using IS near im- 
possible. Enter- 
tainingly immoral. 
wy —M.S. 


[ SEVERE ALIENATION ] 


Marilyn Manson's turn as a 
disgruntled alien in Area-51 
is eerily convincing 


Did you feel an affinity for this character? 
Edgar guides you but mocks you and ulti- 
mately makes things harder. He hates the 
bulk of humanity and 

wants it destroyed as 

soon as possible. So 

yeah, | can relate. 

Moralist: t 


hate you. 
We're two great 
tastes that taste great 
together. Anyone in the 
government arguing 
against violent 
entertainment is 
stupid. If kids 

want to be vio- 

lent they can 

join the Army 

and get a free 
platform for vio- 
lence. That sad 

irony just gives me 
more of a reason to 

do what 1 do. Art 

has to be provoca- 

tive or it's not 

really doing any- 

thing. -5.А. 


WHERE AN 


2 FREE VIDEOS plus FREE FedEx 2-DAY Delivery!* 


REV UP YOUR SEX LIFE! 
Take your sexual skills to the next level in just one hour- thanks to the newest video 
series, Better Sex Erotic Pleasures. 


Each 60-minute video contains the latest, most complete information on sexual 
techniques and uncensored footage of couples illustrating each 


а 
ТҮПТІҢ SEXUAL PLEASURE, шш 


ULTIMATE AROUSAL. 


100% Satisfaction 


Techniques takes an 7 
Guaranteed! 


in-depth look at the science 
behind this feel-good art. Real couples demonstrate techniques, 
(including deep throat, mutual oral sex and the butterfly flick) 
to ultimate arousal. Get answers to your questions and 
stimulate new ideas. Remember, practice makes perfect! 


MAXIMUM INTENSITY. 

Vol. 2, The Big O: An Erotic Guide To Better Orgasms, 
demonstrates the sensual power that is ignited when desire 
meets know-how. Leading sex expert shares facts about the 
Big O, how to trigger her most powerful orgasms, how to 
create multiple orgasms for both partners, and how to. 
maximize your sexual pleasure. 


UNCONTROLLABLE PLEASURE. 

Vol. 3, Toys for Better Sex, shatters the myth that 
vibrators and dildos are just for solo sex. This A to Z guide 
includes stimulators for the clitoris, the penis, breasts, and. 
for anal pleasure, Watch and learn how couples use them 


together to stimulate every erogenous zone. 


>> 2 FREE VIDEOS! 
All orders will receive Advanced Oral Sex Techniques Part 2 
and Great Sex 7 Days A Week FREE! Discover even more 


creative ways to ignite intense sexual excitement 


* Discover secrets to boost your sexual confidence 
* Learn new, creative sexual positions 
* Get tips & techniques to keep her coming back 


WARNING: The Better Sex Video Series is highly explicit. 
and is intended for adults over the age of 18 only. 


FOR FAST SERVICE WITH CREDIT CARDS CALL: 


1.800.955.0888 zx» Order at BetterSex.com, click "AD QUICK ORDER" and enter ext: "BPB149" 


or mail to: <The Sinclair Intimacy Institute, ext. 8PB149, PO Box 8865, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 Plain Packaging Protects Your Privacy 
D £ VAS/OVO пию TOTAL 


Advanced Oral Sex Techniques Part 2 (Free win Purchase) | | 
Great Sex 7 Days A Week (Fe win Purchase L1 


Vol. 1: Better Oral Sex Techniques | 1995 | 
Vol. 2: The Big O: An Erotic Guide to Better Orgasms | 19.95 | 
Vol. 3: Toys for Better Sex | 1995 

| | 3985 


Buy The 3-Volume Set and Save $20! 


SPECIAL OFFER! 2-Day FedEx* | 
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This sophomore effort 15 even better than 
Foer's 2002 debut, Everything Is Illumi- 
nated. September 11 has been the sub- 
ject of much recent fiction, but Foer may 


daries caused by the devastating attacks. 
Rather than explain the day's effect on a 
global scale, the author delineates the 
impact on a particular family. Nine-year-old 
Oskar Schell is a pacifist and Shake- 
spearean actor who travels the five bor- 
oughs of New York City to solve the 
mystery of a key found in a vase in his 
closet. He believes the key belonged to 
his father, who died in the World Trade 
Center collapse. Along the way he meets 
a variety of peculiar characters whose 
lives have also been altered by tragedy. 
Foer pursues an elaborate game of liter- 
ary leapfrog, but unlike the schoolyard ver- 
Sion this one has no winners. As this book 
Shows, September 11 continues to shape 
Foer's generation. (Houghton Mifflin) 
ҰҰҰҰ  —Jennifer Jaroneczyk Hawthorne 


[ EXTREMELY LOUD AND INCREDIBLY CLOSE ] 


Jonathan Safran Foer hits the streets with his latest 


be the first to address the emotional quan- | 


OLD MR. FLOOD * Joseph Mitchell 

In the 1940s one of the century's best re- 
porters prowled the Fulton Fish Market to 
find a story. He came up = 

with Hugh Flood, who 
spends his time eating 
clams, drinking scotch 
and cheating death. An 
amazing portrait of a 
New York long since 
paved over. (MacAdam) 
YY YY —Leopold Froehlich 


man 


ON BULLSHIT + Harry G. Frankfurt 

This is what the world has long needed: a 
concise (and droll) treatise on stercus tau- 
rinum, in this case written 
by an emeritus professor 
of philosophy at Prince- 
ton. Bullshit is now such 
a dominant feature of our 
culture that most of us 
are confident we can 
recognize and rebuff it. 
But Frankfurt shows the 


reader just how insidious (and destructive) 
it can be. “Тһе essence of bullshit," һе 
writes, "is not that it is false but that it is 
phony." This book will change your life. 
(Princeton) ұұуУ LE 


SILENT BOB SPEAKS + Kevin Smith 

The director who inspired legions of fans with 
such indie classics as Clerks and Dogma 
displays his keen wit in this collection of 
essays. Be forewarned that Smith some- 
times bombs on the page just as he does on 
the screen (remember Jersey Girl?). But con- 
sidering that these days 
even tabloids refrain from 
talking trash about celeb- 
rities, it's refreshing to 
hear Smith's reasons for 
wanting to pelt "Greasy" 
Reese Witherspoon's 
house with eggs. (Mira- 
max) ¥¥4—Patty Lamberti 


HEART OF THE GAME + Andy Jurinko 

Before steroids and skyboxes there was 
simply the game of baseball. Probably no 
other period added more to the lore of our 
national pastime than the “golden age” of 
the American League—the 15 years 
between the end of World War Il and the 
first wave of expansion. With statistics, orig- 
inal midcentury articles from Sport maga- 
zine and—above all else—hundreds of 
full-color prints of paintings by renowned 
sports artist Andy Jurinko, this book cele- 
brates the era of Ted Williams and Harmon 
Killebrew. Jurinko's work 
hangs in the Baseball 
Hall of Fame, as well as in 
Mickey Mantle's restau- 
rant. Now it's yours. Fans 
of the National League, a 
volume for you arrives 
this Christmas. (Sport 
Classic) ¥¥¥ —Tim Mohr 


KEVIN SMITH 


BATTLE ROYALE 
Koushun Takami and Masayuki Taguchi 

Manga, or Japanese comics, have been 
considered an art form in Asia since World 
War Il. But 2005 is manga's year state- 
side. If you're interested in cultivating a 
fairly inexpensive addiction, we recom- 
mend starting with this graphic novel, 
which follows a class 
of students sent to a 
deserted island and 
forced to fight one 
another to the death. 
(What a novel way 
to curb school vio- 
lence!) Tip: The books 
are read from right 
to left. (Tokyopop) 
УУУУ —Jessica Riddle 


^| went to Florida and for 
the very first time | wore 
a bikini on the beach!” 

- Aransas T., Lost 9 inches” 


"| have this one pair of fat jeans. After just 8 
weeks, my fat jeans don't fit anymore !^ 
- Liza S., Lost 9 lbs.” 


"My family and friends have noticed a 
difference... my jeans have noticed!” 
= Melinda M., Lost 12 Ibs.* 


* Results not typical 


Get the sleek, sexy abs you've always wanted! 
For years fitness professionals have called the basic 
crunch the "gold standard" abdominal exercise...but 
not anymore! Introducing the NEW gold standard! - 
The Ab Lounge™ Jackknife! 


Scientific 

Proof! E . 
University test- 

ing proves that Y 
the Ab Lounge™ 
Jackknife is 
better for your 
body. When 
compared to 

a standard crunch, the advanced Ab Lounge™ Jackknife 
elicits up to 7596 more muscle activity in the upper and 
lower abdominals...and an amazing 268?6 more in the 
love handle obliques. 


Figure 1. Advanced Jackknite 


— MY 


Dr. John Porcari 
Exercise Physiologist 
8 Load Researcher ein 


on Ab Lounge. 
University Study 


Work Smarter - Not Harder! 

Best of all, exercisers find the Ab Lounge™ Jackknife 
as easy to do as a crunch...so that means you're not 
working harder...you're working smarter! Bottom line — 
you get more gain...with less pain! 


Better design for better results! 

Unlike a standard crunch, the Ab Lounge™ 
exerciser gets you up off the floor, toning your 
abdominals using the biomechanically advanced 
Ab Lounge™ Jackknife. It makes every move count, 
so you target your abs without wasted effort. And 
because Ab Lounge"" exerciser gets you up off the 
floor, you have a wider range of motion...allowing 
you to stretch 180° for ultimate results. 


Extra Soft 
* Foam 
Hand Grip. 


Supports Your 
. Neck, Head 
And Back 


Rolled Steel 
Frame 

Supports Up To 
275 Lbs. 


Includes Ab Lounge™ Owner's 
Manual, Jump Start Plan, 
University Study, Healthy Eating 
Guide, Rosalie Brown's 
Workout Video 


Comfortable Workout! 

With the Ab Lounge"" exerciser you're not straining 
your neck and back with old fashioned crunches. You're 
exercising in padded comfort, building a sleeker, sexier 
you. With its rolled steel frame that supports up to 

275 Ibs., Ab Lounge™ exerciser is so easy, almost 
anyone can use it. 


A Complete System for Ultimate Results! 

When you order the Ab Lounge™ System, you get 

Rosalie Brown's Ab Lounge™ Workout featuring a routine 
designed to streamline your workout as it maximizes 
your results! We'll also include the Ab Lounge™ Jump 
Start Plan to “jump start" your journey to a sexy stomach, 
plus a Healthy Eating Guide filled with diet tips and 
recipes for a complete lifestyle and fitness program. 


We'll also send you a write up of the Ab Lounge™ 
University Study. Read for yourself the proof! 
That's how confident we are that the Ab Lounge™ 
exerciser works...and will work for you! 


Test Drive Ab Lounge™ System in Your Home for 
30 Days! 

What would you pay for a sexy new stomach? Try the 
entire Ab Lounge™ System in your home for a full 30 
days for just $14.95...and the shipping & handling for 
delivery is on us! Call for details. 


If you don't agree that the Ab Lounge™ exerciser is 
the best way to a sexy new stomach, just send it back 
within the trial period for a refund of your $14.95 - no 
questions asked! Purchaser responsible for return 
shipping and handling. 


©2005 Fitness Quest® Inc. All rights reserved. Ab Lounge™ is a trademark of Fitness Quest® Inc. U.S. Patent #5,681,250. 


Shipping & 
Handling! 
Save 51995 


1-800-679-387 
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on the rocks 


[ Ice never had it so cool.] 


FRIS® (pronounced "freeze") is the only 
FREEZE DISTILLED* vodka in the world. 
Through a unique application of extremely 
cold temperatures, FRÍS delivers a pure 
smooth crisp vodka taste that beats 

the other vodkas cold 


Just say FRIS...please. 


www.frisvodka.com Drink Responsibly. 
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One Night in Monaco 


Fast times at the world's most exclusive road race, casino and nightclub 


YOU WAKE TO THE SOUND of 600-horsepower Formula One engines revving outside your hotel window, blasting away the fuzzi- 
ness left from last night's madness. Minutes later you and your French kiss are sipping coffee on the balcony and watching the 
world's most skilled drivers maneuver the fastest cars ever made through the most seductive town on earth. This is the true break- 
fast of champions. This month the 76th Monaco Grand Prix will lure racers, celebs and European royalty to Monte Carlo. And 
though the race itself is compelling, the festivities get hotter after the checkered flag waves. Think Vegas without the Gouda. 
Begin the evening with a stroll by the harbor, where you can admire the yachts and Lamborghinis. Then hit the Casino de Monte Carlo 
for drinks and blackjack. Once you've got your buzz on, cab it to Amber Lounge (above), a nightclub-restaurant housed inside a glass 
dome on the Mediterranean. This landmark is open only one weekend a year, during the Grand Prix (May 20 to 22 this year). If you 
showed up in 2004 you would have seen Naomi Campbell, Heidi Klum, Elle Macpherson and Helena Christensen looking slinky on 
the dance floor. Book a Cristal table for eight of your friends (for only $10,000) and you'll have unlimited bubbly and drinks until 
the party ends at five a.m. Tables are going faster than Michael Schumacher's F1 Ferrari, so register now at amber-lounge.com. 


About Time: the 
Richard Mille 
RMOOS Tourbillon 


Circuit City 


(A) The best place 
to take in the Grand 
Prix is on the deck of 


a yacht in Monte 
Carlo's harbor—if 
you can get an invi- 
tation. (B) Prince 
Rainier Ill's palace. 
Go ahead and stop by; tell him we sent you. (C) The Casino 
de Monte Carlo is the most famous building on the Riviera. 
The parking lot looks like a Ferrari showroom. (D) The five- 
star Hotel de Paris, where you'll want to book your room (from 
$755 a night, montecarloresort.com). Don't miss Alain 
Ducasse's sensational restaurant Louis XV. (E) Amber Lounge 
(pictured above), where supermodels are on the menu. 


Watchmaker Richard Mille 
calls this little demon the For- 
mula One of the watch indus- 
try. Don't worry, it doesn't run 
fast. It's all about а sleek body 
and a relentless engine. Each tick 
involves 267 mechanical compo- 
nents. Bonus: a torque indicator, 
which tells you how wound up the 
thing is. On sale at westimewatches.com 
for a mere $450,000. 


an MANTRACK 


Smoke on the Water 


High design meets high performance—at a cool 50 miles an hour 


IMAGINE SLICING a wake into a mirror-topped Italian lake in a 1954 Ferrari GT, Since that's an experiment sure to end in tears, we'll 
recommend the next best thing: the Mas 28 ($250,000, mas-yacht.com). Crafted in a village on Lake Como in northern Italy, the 28- 
footer makes Из U.S. debut in time for this summer's cruising season. With its retro styling, sleek body, teak trim and sunbathing deck 
(on the bow), it harkens back to a time when boating was more about form than function. Of course, with a 6.2-liter V8 MerCruiser 
stern drive and a cabin with a fridge, a head and fresh running water, you'll have all the function you'll ever need. 


IN 1998 PHILIPPE STARCK reenvi- 
sioned the swing-arm desk lamp, 
adding clean architectural lines 
and his signature streamlined ele- 
gance. Two years later he blew 
it up. The Superarchimoon 
lamp ($8,650, flos.com) pic- 
tured here can stand as 
high as nine feet and is 
capable of illuminating a 
large area—or helping 
Godzilla do his taxes. 


= Best Day of Your Life: 
Jay Mohr 


“MY PERFECT DAY would start on the beach in 
Sandy Hook, New Jersey. I'd be lying on a hammock 
with Serena Williams on one side of me and Nikki 
Cox on the other. I'd wear the most comfortable 
clothes | could find: Adidas sneakers, Gap camou- 
flage pants, a shirt that reads THE MORE YOU DRINK THE 
BETTER | LoOK and Ray-Bans to keep all that sun out. 
In the afternoon I'd fly to Cat Island in the Bahamas, 
pick up Jessica Simpson in an S500 Mercedes-Benz 
and take her out for a private dolphin encounter. 
After that I'd share some fish tacos with Bono and 
just listen to him, learning. I'd end the day back іп 
the hammock with Hef's Little Black Book. It's never 
too late to get some tips from the master." 


ADVERTISEMENT 


“My Boyfriend's SECRET 
... for Amazing SEX!” 


A s a faithful reader of your magazine, | just had to tell your 


readers about a recent experience | had with my 
boyfriend. 

First, let me just say he is a great guy. But, after dating for six 
months, it seemed he was having confidence issues in AND out 
of bed. It was having a real negative effect on his sexual prowess 
and let's face it, with any new relationship, it usually doesn't last 
very long without a real strong sexual connection. My dilemma 
was that | really liked the guy. 

Thankfully, | didn't have to make a difficult decision because 
everything changed a few days ago. | came home from work and 
he basically tore my clothes off before | even made it through the 
door. Right there on the stairs he practically pounced on me. 
Confident, aggressive, he made all the right moves. | definitely felt 
sensations I'd never felt before ... in places | forgot existed. We 
made love for what seemed like an eternity. | never knew what some of my friends 
meant when they said the earth moved from having sex - | do now. “I сап 
honestly say it was the best sex I've ever had in my entire life!" 1 felt 

When | asked him what was going on - what brought about the change - he 


wouldn't answer me. So | did what any red-blooded American woman would do, | sensations 

started snooping. It didn't take me long to figure out his secret. In his underwear D 

drawer under the "men's magazines," was a tube of Maxoderm Connection. After 1 а never felt 

reading the fine print and finding the website, | went online to maxodermct.com to 

discover more about this magic in a tube. before 
Maxoderm Connection (of which I'm having my boyfriend buy a lifetime H 

supply) is a lotion that is applied topically to either the clitoris or the penis. An all ... In places 

natural mix of herbs and who knows what, brings blood flow straight to the source - І for ot 

that's when amazing things start to happen. He achieves harder, stronger erections 9 

and ту orgasms go through the roof! We aren't into taking pills of any kind - not existed. 3 


even aspirin - so | was relieved to find he was using something topical without any 
systemic side effects. Unless you want to think of great sex as a side effect, because 
that's definitely what's going on at our place - ALL the time! 

So ... please print this letter. Anyone who wants to experience mind-blowing 
intimacy has to try Maxoderm Connection. They need to tell their boyfriends, 
husbands or partners about this product. Or just "accidentally" leave a tube Iying EE. d 
around for them to "accidentally" find. | really want to thank the woman who MAXODERM" 
developed Maxoderm Connection - only a woman could design something that feels TORIA) lal 
this good. 


Phoenix, AZ 


PS., Let your readers know I'm pretty sure they can stil get a 
FREE MONTH SUPPLY of Maxoderm Connection with their order by calling 
1-800-206-4436 or by visiting their website at www.maxodermct.com. Oh and 
even better, their product is backed by a 90 day full money back guarantee. 


Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, reat. cure, or prevent any disease. 
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Sonic Boom 


HOME THEATERS used to have six speakers. Then they had seven. Now eight. Why not just 
jump ahead and use 42? Each of those circles on the Yamaha YSP-1 Digital Sound Pro- 
jector ($1,500, yamaha.com) is a separate speaker driver. Together they produce a serious 
piece of techno-magic, generating surround sound out of a single box. Plug the appro- 
priate cables into the YSP-1 and it uses concentrated beams of sound and subtle shifts in 
timing and direction to create an immersive 3-D aural environment for your movies, music 
and video games. (For added kick a subwoofer is also available.) No more speaker wire 
running across your carpet, no more dirty looks from the womenfolk. 


Say You Want an Evolution 


AMONG THE FANS of Evolution Surf's custom boards: Cameron Diaz, Carmen Electra and 
Hugh M. Hefner. Now that's a surfing team. To make the LSD-inspired acid-splash line, 
designers hand-carve the boards and mix the paint colors themselves. Pictured: Tequila 
Sunrise ($2,800, evolutionsurf.com). Handcrafted mother-of-pearl fins are an extra $600. 


Keyed Up 


BE CAREFUL: 
Thinking about the 
electric piano may 
trigger a bad prog- 
rock flashback. 
But don't fear the 
beeper. Suzuki's 
amazing HG-550ex 
($12,000, suzuki 
music.com) sounds 
and feels nearly 
identical to its 
string-and-hammer 
grand piano fore- 
bears—until you 
flick a switch and 
unleash trumpets, 
bassoons, guitars 
and drumbeats. 
You can also im- 
port music tracks 
to play along with, 
plug in a mike to 
sing through the 
built-in speakers 
and record up to 
16 tracks on the 
sequencer. Then 
save them all to 
a disk and mail 
them right to 
David Geffen. 


EVOLUTION SURE. 


EAT FREE FOR A WEEK! 


7 breakfasts, 7 lunches, 7 dinners, and 7 desserts for 


NEW Scientific Breakthrough 


Forget the fad diets—you CAN eat carbs and lose weight! It's not magic. = аНег 

People on NutriSystem are doing it with the new NutriSystem* Nourish” 

weight loss program. It's based on the incredible scientific weight loss 5 - 

breakthrough that gives you the benefits of a low-carb diet, but still n ‘NutriSystem 
VN 


1 


lets you enjoy carbs! isn't just 
Take the work out of weight loss! a diet. 
Imagine the freedom of never having to count carbs or It saved 


points or anything else. Instead, eat great-tasting food every day 
without giving up what you love to eat! 
* More than 100 great-tasting meals and desserts 
* Delivered right to your door 
* Meals prepare in just minutes, no complicated cooking 
* No counting calories, carbs or points 
* Free membership and counseling, and no center visits 
* All for about $10 a day 


my life!" 


-Jeffrey, 
Police Officer 


Get a week of food 
That's right—order from us today and get a FULL WEEK of the 
NutriSystem foods Y FREE! Start losing weight, safely and 
sensibly with foods that are low in fat and rich in “good carbs," which 
means they measure low on the Glycemic Index to keep your blood sugar 
levels stable. You burn more fat and eat the foods you love! 


before after 


nutrisystem nourish" к. ва 


Select the NEW 28-Day Program апа get an additional 


Just call or visit 
i 1 to get started today. 
Please use the promo code: )5 | to get this offer. Limited time offer. 


Limit one per customer. Cannot be combined with any other current or prior offers or discounts. 
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Amy 
Sue 
Cooper 
Oyber Girl 
of the Year 
a playboy 


cyber club 


exclusive! 


JOIN NOW at 
cyber. playboy.com/join/0505 


Rea 


Шіге Playboy Advisor 


I wore my wedding ring for a few weeks 
after the ceremony but then stopped. 
When my wife asked me why I put it on 
only for family events (to avoid a con- 
frontation with my mother-in-law, al- 
though I've stopped doing even that), 1 
told her the truth: I have never worn 
jewelry, not even a watch, so I find the 
ring distracting and uncomfortable. I 
also found that it snagged on everything, 
and whenever I washed my hands the 
design would catch all the soap. We have 
a truce now (if you call not bringing it up 
a truce), so my only question is, Why 
does a wife consider it such a big deal if 
her husband doesn't wear а ring?—J.N., 
Seattle, Washington 

Your wife is disappointed, as most women 
would be, because the wedding band is a rec- 
ognized and powerful symbol that you showed 
up for the ceremony. Practically, she knows the 
ring doesn't mean a thing if you're having a 
fling. But she also wonders if you don't mind 
ople don't know you're married or, more 
ically, that she exists. We're sure that 
isn't the case—when a cute woman flirts with 
you, you eventually mention your wife, right? 
You've already made many small sacrifices for 
your marriage; this is another one. In the spirit 
of compromise, visit a jeweler. If you get a 
band that looks good and fits well, you may 
find it enjoyable to wear. And you'll save sin- 
gle women some time at parties. 


any way to make my 5.1 sur- 
round sound system wireless? I'm tired 
of tripping over speaker wires.—A.S. 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Yes, but the technology is still hit-and-miss, 
so you may want to wait a year. Current wire- 
less systems, most of which run on the 900 
megahertz or 2.4 gigahertz standart 
suffer from weak signals and interfe 
from cordless phones, wireless Internet and 
microwaves. Much depends on the room, the 
placement and your expectations. To lose the 
wires, many people are willing to sac 
sound quality. You can avoid interference by 
buying infrared speakers, but they require a 
clear path to the transmitter. That won't work 
for a party, but if you position them correctly 
and use them primarily when you're not mov- 
ing around, like while watching movies, they 
get the job done. Sony's latest IR speakers use 
two sensors, the idea being that if one is 
blocked, the other will pick up the slack. We 
may soon see systems in which the signal is 
transmitted through existing electrical lines so 
that you'd need only to plug in your speakers 
anywhere in your place to have sound. Or you 
might someday own a Hypersonic Sound sys 
tem that sends a narrow beam of sound 
against the back wall, where it disperses and 
creates the illusion of a rear speaker. 


1 want to spoil my husband but am not 
sure how to go about it. Pink lacy pan- 


ties, ass fucking, role playing, strip 
joints—they’re all getting old. What I 
have in mind is getting a five-star hotel 
room on the Vegas Strip and hiring 
three call girls to be there for us. I don't 
want sloppy women; I want servants 
who will wait on my husband from the 
moment we arrive. I want them to pour 
him drinks, bathe him, massage him and 
so on. ГИ slip out and come back later so 
we can all fuck. How much would a 
night like that cost—$10,000? That may 
be a lot to spend on sex, but material 
items can be overrated, and experiences 
are forever. Can you help me put this to- 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

star suite: $1,000. Cham- 
pagne and room service for five: $500. Ten- 
pack of condoms: $13.99. Trio of escorts for a 
four-hour shift: $5,000. Coordinating three 
concubines and wife for “spontaneous” spa 
treatment and orgy: expensive, complicated 
and likely disappointing. Although prostitu- 
tion is legal only in certain Nevada counties 
outside of Las Vegas, finding escorts for a 
party is easy. A number of online guides in- 
clude reviews, prices and contact info. But lo- 
cating three strangers who are instantly com- 
fortable with you, your husband and one 
another will be difficult. Your best bet would 
be to hire one experienced escort and ask her to 
bring two friends. The problem there is that 
you're not choosing them, she is, and there's no 
guarantee you'll find them attractive. That's 
one reason the call girls we asked didn't like 
the idea of hiring three women, especially for 
your first time. Having four women in the 
room puts a lot of pressure on your husband to 
perform, and most men want their wife in- 
volved from the beginning (three women giv- 
ing him a bath is hot, but three women giving 
him a bath while his wife supervises is hotter). 


ILLUSTRATION BY ISTVAN BANYAI 


Based on their experiences with couples, our 
sources suggest you experiment with a three- 
some. If that works, then try adding a fourth. 


Have any of the Brady Bunch girls ever 
appeared nude in PLAYBOY or else- 
where?—J.K., Allentown, Pennsylvania 

Maureen McCormick, who played Mar- 
cia, briefly appeared topless in the 1981 
film Texas Lightning—this according to Jim 
McBride of MrSkin.com, which archives and 
reviews nude scenes. In fact, McCormick's 
breasts inspired him 10 start the site, which 
today employs 34 people, including eight 
who work full-time capturing stills and clips. 
"When I first bought a VCR in 1981, Texas 
Lightning was on cable, and I taped it be- 
cause it had Marcia smoking and drinking 
and, 64 minutes in, flashing her breasts," 
McBride, whose friends call him Skin. 
at made me wonder which other actresses 
had done nudity." McBride's new Skin- 
cyclopedia lists nude scenes involving 2,005 
ses. We tested his knowledge by asking 
him to list nine other TV actresses who later 
appeared nude in film. He reeled them off: 
Susan Dey of The Partridge Family, Alyssa 
Milano of Who's the Boss?, Tina Louise of 
Gilligan's Island, Adrienne Barbeau of 
Maude, Elizabeth Berkley of Saved by the 
Bell, Lisa Bonet of The Cosby Si i: 
beth Montgomery of Bewi 
Henner of Taxi and Justine Bateman of 
Family Not bad, but how could Mr. Big 
Nudie Expert forget the oldest sister from 
Eight Is Enough? Skin looked peeved. “You 
mean Lani O'Grady? She appeared nude 
in Massacre at Central High in 1976—be- 
fore the TV show,” he said. "You asked for 
actresses who appeared nude after their 
shows." Damn. This guy is good. 


I have started taking showers in the guest 
bath because I got tired of stepping over. 
the 10 bottles of shampoo and eight con- 
ditioners my wife keeps in the master. She 
insists she has to alternate products to 
prevent buildup. Is that true? I'd like my 
shower back.—H.L., Syracuse, New York 
According to the many hair chemists we 
consulted, the idea that you have to change. 
brands to avoid buildup is a myth. In fact, 
your wife needs only one conditioner and one 
due shampoo. The latter will remove 
the silicone oils left on her hair by the condi- 
tioner, which is what makes hair feel hea 
You won't have much luck convincing her of 
this, so look on the bright side: no waiting. 


When 1 was younger I made a decision 
not to have sex with anyone I didn't 
love. I felt sex was a spiritual matter and 
also feared catching a disease. As I have 
grown older I have refined my c 
Perhaps I would have sex with a friend. 
Here's the punch line: I am a 52-year- 


old virgin. A co-worker considers ше а 45 
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trusted friend, though 1 don't think she 
finds me attractive. Should 1 share this 
with her? I wouldn't want it to affect our 
friendship, but 1 get the sense she is 
highly sexual, and I wonder if it would 
matter to her.—J.R., Oakland, California 

This is more information than she needs to 
know. The problem is that you're falling for 
someone who isn't interested. Contrary to 
your expectations, sharing this secret won't 
make the relationship more intimate. And 
even on the remote chance your co-worker 
agrees to a mercy fuck, you'd still be lonely 
afterward—perhaps lonelier. The problem 
with being a virgin into your 40s or 50s is 
that it becomes such a distraction. Every po- 
tential relationship is approached as the 
"last best chance" to end the drought, and get- 
ting laid becomes a mystical, life-changing 
event. This leads to a vicious cycle: You can't 
get sex because you're needy because you 
can't get sex. That's why you might benefit 
from Intercourse 101 with a sensitive profes- 
sional. It won't be the sex you imagined, but 
at this point it’s an experience you should 
have, and deserue to have, and enjoy. Then. 
you'll no longer have to think of yourself as 
a 52-year-old virgin—you'll be just another 
guy searching for love. 


When greeting a female friend, are you 
supposed to kiss her cheek or just brush 
against it? —T.R., Indianapolis, Indiana 
When did they start doing that in Indiana? 
Let the woman do the kissing and brushing. 
Your only job is to lean forward if she starts to 
pucker. You don't have to kiss or brush in re- 
turn. Besides, it might get you in trouble, espe- 
cially at work. Remember President Bush's lip. 
smack last year on his new education secretary? 
Supposedly she turned her head at the last 
minute and caught him by surprise. He should 
have waited for her to make the first move. 


Can you tell me the best way to find out 
my credit score? I'm uncomfortable 
entering all the vital info they ask for. 
online.—B.K., St. Louis, Missouri 

You're not revealing anything credit bureaus 
don't already know, and they need more than a 
name and an address to find the right report. 
Here's some good news on this front: А new 
federal law requires each of the three major bu- 
reaus to provide consumers with a free report 
each year. The fulfillment system is already in 
place in Western and Midwestern states and 
rolls ош June 1 in the South and September 1 
in Eastern states and U.S. territories. Direct 
your browser to wunw.annualcreditreport.com 
or call 877-322-8228. It's estimated that as 
many as one third of reports have errors serious 
enough to affect your credit rating, which 
could affect your ability to get a loan, an 
apartment or a job. And that could mean you 
don't get laid. See how it's all connected? 


In February the Advisor wrote, “Given 
the boob jobs we've seen in test shots, 
her tits probably look better in her 
shirt." That comment is funny coming 
from a magazine that shows hardly any- 
thing but implants. Next you'll try to tell 


us you don't airbrush. You would have 
been better off saying that boob jobs are 
better to look at than touch. They're 
generally stiff.—].T., El Paso, Texas 

We have never made a secret of our love of 
natural breasts, even if many beautiful women 
who pose for us show up with implants (the best 
ones leave you guessing). We see thousands of 
nude young women each year who did not ben- 
efit from the operation, usually because they 
went too big or they hired a hack, of which 
there are many. About 70 percent of the women 
who submit photos are rejected out of hand be- 
cause of bad boob jobs. As for “airbrushing,” 
of course we digitally remove cosmetic imper- 
fections such as scars and blemishes—we're 
creating fantasies. We hope this doesn’t ruin 
the fun, but the Playmates also wear lots of 
makeup, and they're well lit. 


Is it acceptable to ask a woman out by 
e-mail? If she says no, I don't want her to 
see my disappointment.—F.L., Boston, 
Massachusetts 

It’s best to ask in person. If she declines, it's 
okay to be disappointed. 


[уе been married about a year, and I 
blow my husband nearly every day. But I 
developed a pimple on the center of my 
chin that wouldn't go away. It finally 
cleared up when he went on a trip for a 
few days. Could blow jobs be giving me 
acne?—J.C., Bloomingdale, Indiana 

You could get us in a lot of trouble with mil- 
lions of teenage boys. Thankfully it's not your 
BJs that caused the pimple, at least not direct- 
ly. Instead it was likely your husband's semen, 
which contains a number of potential irritants 
such as enzymes and prostaglandins. The obvi- 
ous solution is to deep throat him as he comes, 
or at least stop drooling so much. It could be 
worse: Some women appear to be allergic to 
their partner’s semen. (If that were happening 
here, your lips and tongue would probably 
swell.) Known as human seminal plasma 
hypersensitivity, the condition has been found 
to cause burning, itching, pain, blisters, con- 
gestion, shortness of breath, dizziness, nausea, 
diarrhea and, in extreme cases, loss of con- 
sciousness. According to Dr. Jonathan Bern- 
stein of the University of Cincinnati College of 
Medicine, who has studied the phenomenon, 
it’s possible that some women are reacting not 
to the semen but to foods or drugs passed 
through their partner's body. The immediate 
remedy is to use a condom and otherwise avoid 
contact with the semen. Some women have also 
had immunotherapy with proteins isolated 
from their lover's seminal plasma. Another 
solution, less popular, is to change partners, 
although even that doesn't always work. 


About a year ago my friends and I 
started a weekly poker game. For the past 
few months I've won every time we've 
played. I worry that my winning is going 
to break up the game. Should I lose on 
purpose to keep things going?—J.H., 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

That's no fun, and your friends would feel 
insulted if they found out. A better strategy is 


to invest your winnings in the game. Rather 
than having the host rake the pot, offer to pay 
for the food and booze yourself. Contribute a 
bottle of premium whiskey (in our poker fea- 
ture last month we recommended a $200 bot- 
tle of 25-year-old Talisker single malt) as well 
as cigars (we suggested Zino Platinum 
Scepter Grand Masters, at $156 a tin). The 
game may also benefit from a set of all-clay 
chips. If a good percentage of your winnings 
never leaves the room, your friends won't 
mind losing nearly as much. 


My daughter from my first marriage is 
getting hitched. I haven't spoken to her 
mother in years, though we do e-mail 
once in a while about family business. 
Since we'll be forced together in photos 
and at dinner, how do I relate to her in 
the presence of my new wife? I don't want 
to upset anyone by not acknowledging 
her as the mother of the bride.—G.P., 
Highlands, North Carolina 

Why wouldn't you acknowledge her as the 
mother of the bride? That's the safest way to 
introduce her, in a toast or otherwise. Treat 
your ex as you would any old acquaintance, 
and don't worry about how things will go. The 
focus will be on your daughter, and she should 
have plans to make everyone more comfort- 
able, such as sitting you and her mother at 
separate tables and including her stepmother 
in a few formal photos. We've been surprised 
by how civil and pleasant proud parents can 
be, regardless of their personal circumstances. 


1 consider myself a lucky little man. I'm 
small enough (five-foot-five) and light 
enough (138 pounds) to have kinky fun 
with my six-foot girlfriend. If I fall asleep 
on the couch, she'll carry me to bed. If I 
can't reach something at the supermar- 
ket, she'll lift me from under my arms. 
She does this at home so often that I've 
put away our step stool. Is there a name 
for this?—A.E, Salisbury, Maryland 

Dependence? There's no particular name 
рт this—you just have a thing for tall, strong, 
dominant women known in the fetish commu- 
nity as amazons. (For the record, your prefer- 
ence needs to be distinguished from men who 
fantasize about giantesses, pretend they're in- 
fants, lust after female wrestlers or chase fe- 
male bodybuilders.) Amazons are appealing to 
the smaller man because, as one discussion 
board puts it, they can be either your “ultimate 
fantasy or worst nightmare.” The eroticism lies 
in that dichotomy. You two should open a 
painting business. 


All reasonable questions—from fashion, food 
and drink, stereo and sports cars to dating 
dilemmas, taste and etiquette—will be per- 
sonally answered if the writer includes a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope. The most 
interesting, pertinent questions will be pre- 
sented on these pages each month. Write the 
Playboy Advisor, 730 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, New York 10019, or send e-mail by 
visiting our website at playboyadvisor.com. 
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It’s Never too Late to Learn “the Ropes”! 


plex Pure Extract is a safe, once-daily tablet that is extremely effective, and offers men: 
* an increased number of ejaculatory contractions for a longer, lasting climax 
= stronger, deeper contractions that are much fuller from start to finish, allowing for a 
significantly more intense climax 
an increase in ejaculate volume for longer, stronger, “release sensation” 


= faster ejaculate recovery times for a much better second climax о Ор lex 
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BY JON RONSON 


t was 1983. Major Gen- 

eral Albert Stubblebine 

III, commander of mil- 

itary intelligence, stared 
at his wall in Arlington, 
Virginia and decided to 
do it. As frightening as the 
prospect was, he was going 
into the next office. He 
stood up and moved out 
from behind his desk. 

"What is the atom 
mostly made of?" he 
thought. "Space! 

He started walking 

What am I mostly made 
of? Atoms! 

He quickened his pace, 
almost to a jog now 

“What is the wall mostly 
made of? Atoms! All I have 
to do is merge the spaces 
Then Stubblebine banged 
his nose hard on the wall 
of his office. Stubblebine, 
who commanded 16,000 
soldiers, was confounded 
by his continual failure to 
walk through the wall. He 
had no doubt this ability 
would one day be a common tool in the intell 
gathering arsenal. And was he naive to believe it would 
herald the dawning of a world without war? Who would 
screw with an army that could do that? The general, like 
many of his colleagues, was still damaged by his memo- 
ries of Vietnam. 

One of the most whacked-out conspiracy theories is the 
idea of a powerful cabal, high up in the intelligence ser 
vices, covertly harnessing the power of the occult in 
order to control the people. Well, I am here to say it's 
basically true. But it's true in a human way, and it man 
ifests itself in generals bonking their noses and Special 
Forces soldiers failing to kill goats just by staring at them 
And the man at the heart of the story—the man who 
inspired the whole paranormal endeavor and whose idea 
led Stubblebine to attempt to walk through a wall—has 
been brought back from retirement to help with the war 
on terror. His name is Jim Channon 


BE ALL THAT YOU CAN BE 
Channon's story began in Vietnam, where he came to real- 
ize that his men were being killed because they were guile- 
less and kindhearted and spontaneously fired high, missing 
the enemy. They weren't the killing machines their com- 


manders wanted them to 
be. When Channon re- 
turned from the war he 
wrote to the Pentagon 
The Army needs to be 
more cunning. He wanted 
to go on a fact-finding 
mission. The Pentagon 
agreed to pay Channon's 
salary and expenses for 
the duration of the jour 
ney. So Channon got into 
his car and dropped in on 
150 New Age organiza- 
tions. He encountered 
Reichian rebirthing, pri- 
mal arm wrestling and, at 
the Esalen Institute in Big 
Sur, California, naked hot 


tub sessions. 

Channon returned from 
his two-year odyssey in 
1979 and wrote a confi- 
dential paper for his supe- 


34 
riors. The first line read, 


“The U.S. Army doesn't 
it | really have any serious 
"XI 

E alternative than to be 


wonderful." This was the 

First Earth Battalion man 
ual, a 125-page redesign of every aspect of military life. 
The new battlefield uniform would include pouches for 
ginseng regulators, divining tools, foodstuffs to enhance 
night vision and a loudspeaker that would automati 
cally emit “indigenous music and words of peace.” Sol 
diers would carry baby lambs into hostile countries. 
gently place them on the ground and give the enemy 
an “automatic hug.” 

There was, Channon accepted, a possibility that these 
measures might not be enough to pacify an enemy. In that 
eventuality the loudspeakers attached to the uniforms 
would be switched to broadcast discordant sounds. If that 
didn't work, new types of weapons—nonlethal, or “psycho- 
electronic" —would be developed, including a machine that 
could direct positive energy into hostile crowds 


- 
2. 


LOOKS THAT KILL 
Army leaders, bruised as Сһаппоп was by Vietnam, were 
so taken with his ideas that they offered him the oppor- 
tunity to create and command a real First Earth Battalion, 
but he turned them down. Channon was rational enough 
to realize that walking through walls might be a good idea 
on paper but wasn't necessarily an achievable skill in real 
life. Channon's superiors were literal-minded men (hence 


General Stubblebine's many subse- 
quent determined efforts to walk 
through the wall) and would have 
demanded measurable results. But 
Channon's actual vision was more 
nuanced. He hoped his fellow soldiers 
might find a higher spiritual plane 
by reaching for the impossible. He 
wanted his ideas to float out there 
The First Earth Battalion would exist 
wherever someone read the manual 
and became inspired to implement its 
contents as he chose. And so it was, 
within weeks of publication, that sol- 
diers throughout the Army seriously 
began to give ita go 

Which is how the goat staring came 
to be. It was undertaken by a secret 
First Earth Battalion-inspired Special 
Forces unit at Fort Bragg, North Car- 
olina known as Project Jedi, and it was 
revealed to me by one of the mem- 
bers, Sergeant Glenn Wheaton, who 


now lives near Honolulu 

"In Project Jedi," I asked, "what was 
the top level of achievement?” 

“We had a master sergeant who 
could stop the heart of a goat just by 
wanting the goat's heart to stop. He 
did it at least once, but it's not really 
an area you want to go to, because as 
it turned out he actually did some 
damage to himself as well.” 

“Are goats being stared at once 
again post-9/11?” I asked 

“This is black-op stuff,” he said 

“Where can I go from here?” 

Nowhere,” said Wheaton. "Forg: 
I ever said anything about goats 

But I couldn't forget, and finally, 
after months of searching, I managed 
to track down the fabled goat starer; a 
colonel named John Alexander, who 
is among Al Gore's oldest friends, 
revealed the name to me. The goat 
starer is Guy Savelli 

Savelli now runs a dance and mar- 
tial arts studio in a Cleveland suburb. 
When I telephoned him he confirmed 
that he did once “drop a goat” at Fort 
Bragg. He also said he still practices 
the technique. 

“Last week,” he said, “I killed my 
hamster.” 

Savelli is a grandfather but is still 
jumpy and full of energy, moving 
around his dance studio as if pos- 
sessed. He said his story began with a 
telephone call he received, out of the 
blue, from Special Forces in 1983 
They knew that Savelli's brand of mar- 
tial arts—kun tao—had a uniquely 
paranormal dimension, and they 
asked if he could demonstrate the 
technique on a goat. He obliged, he 
says, felling a goat chosen from a pen 


of 30. And that, he said, was that 
Except for one thing: On July 15 
2004 Savelli received another call 
from Fort Bragg. Could he get down 
there right away to demonstrate his 
powers to a new commanding general 
who “sees the spiritual side 
“Did you take an animal with you? 
I asked. 
“Yeah 
“A hamster? 
“I can't tell you,” said Savelli. 
“Are we talking about 
mal, cheap to purchase?” 
“Correct,” confirmed Savelli 


a small ani- 


RETURN OF THE JEDI 
According to Savelli a team of Special 
Forces soldiers was staring at a ham- 
ster inside Fort Bragg. I wondered, 


Clockwise from top left: Sergeant Glenn 
Wheaton, Guy Savelli, Major General 
Albert Stubblebine and Peter Brusso. 


now that Savelli and his hamster had 
been reactivated, if other chunks of 
Channon’s First Earth Battalion were 
also floating around the war on terror, 
if one knew where to look 

I called Channon. He revealed that 
he'd been privately meeting with Gen- 
eral Pete Schoomaker, the chief of 
staff of the Army. Channon had been 
lured out of retirement, he explained, 
“because Rumsfeld has now openly 
asked for creative input on the war on 
terrorism. The Army has requested 
my services to teach the most highly 
selected majors. The First Earth Bat- 
talion is the teaching exemplar of 
choice. I have done that in the pres- 
ence of General Schoomaker. I am in 
contact with players who are or have 
recently been in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
Remember, the battalion mythology 
operates like folklore. It is passed in 


stories, not real-world artifacts. The 
results are ubiquitous but are not 
archived well.” 

Although Channon professed no 
interest in the “real-world artifacts,” 
I became somewhat obsessed with 
identifying them. 


BARNEY THE DINOSAUR, 
AGENT OF TORTURE 

In January 2004 the think tank 
Globalsecurity.org revealed that George 
W. Bush's government had filtered 
more money into its black budget 
than any other administration in Amer- 
ican history. The amount of money an 
administration spends on its black 
budget can be seen as a barometer of 
its proclivity toward weirdness. Black 
budgets fund black ops—highly sen 
sitive and shady projects, such as 
assassination squads, that remain 
secret to protect not only the black 
operators but also the sensibilities of 
the public, which generally doesn't 
want to think about such things. But 
black budgets also fund schemes so 
bizarre that their disclosure might 
lead voters to believe their leaders 
have taken leave of their senses. By 
January 2004, the Bush administra- 
tion had channeled approximately 
$30 billion into the black budget, to 
be spent on God knows what. 

A clue can be found in a U.S. Air 
Force document titled "Nonlethal 
Weapons: Terms and References." One 
of Channon's most fruitful ide; 
that military scientists should pursue 
' weapons. The Air 
Force document details technologies 
in development, including the race 
specific stink bomb and the prophet 
hologram, basically of Allah, that would 
appear above Basra and declare, "The 
Americans are not, after all, the great 
Satan." Neither of these has gotten off 
the ground. But then there are the 
acoustic weapons, which have been a 
success. Prisoners at Guantánamo 
Bay and Abu Ghraib are currently 
bombarded with distorted renditions 
of the Barney and Sesame Street theme 
songs. Mixed into the tunes are vari- 
ous high- and low-frequency screeches 
designed to soften the inmates for 
interrogation. A number of Channon 
fans confirmed to me that this tech- 
nique was popularized and perfected 
within the U.S. military as a result 
of his manual. 


s was 


new "nonletha 


THE DARK SIDE 
In the years that followed the official 
acceptance of Channon's ideas, the 
Army recovered its strength and saw 


that some of the ideas contained within 
Channon's manual could be used to shat- 
ter people rather than heal them. Those 
are the ideas that live on in the war on 
terror. Perhaps Abu Ghraib and Guantá- 
namo Bay should be thought of as exper- 
imental labs, golden opportunities for the 
military to put all those crazy theoretical 
ideas into practice. 

А few months ago I traveled to Camp 


Pendleton, the U.S. Marine 
Corps training headquar- 
ters in San Diego. I met 
Master Peter Brusso, the in- 
house martial arts trainer 
Brusso is a great fan of Chan- 
non's First Earth Battalion 
manual, but he's a prag- 
matist. He's taken it upon 
himself to adapt Channon's 
ideas into practical applica- 
tions for the battlefield ma- 


rine. I asked Brusso to give me an example 
ofa practical application 

“Okay,” he said. “There's a gang of insur 
gents standing in front of you. You're 
alone. You want to dissuade them from 
attacking you. What do you do?" 

The answer, he said, lies in the psychic 
realm, specifically the use of visual aes- 


thetics to instill psychically in the enemy a 


disincentive to attack. 
an you be more explicit?” I asked 


really, a fountz 
spurt over his friends. Just punish the be 
sus out of him, 


ing chest wound. What 
you'll have then is lots of 
sucking in air and lots of 
frothing. Or here's a clever 
thing: Get your knife inside 
the clavicle. That's the col 
larbone. Once you're in 
there you can scrape most 
of the tissue from that side 
of the neck. Separate his 
brain stem from the back of 
his neck. Doesn't take much 


movement." Brusso paused. "What I'm 
doing, you see, is creating a powerful visual 
psychic disincentive for the other insur- 


gents to attack me." 


“If you don't mind my saying," I said, 
"that's a somewhat broad interpretation of 


Channon's ideals.” 
Brusso shrugged. 


PHILLY IN FLAMES: A GOVERNMENT RAID REVISITED 


Twenty years ago this month, America watched 
on countless TV screens as a helicopter flew low 
over a residential city block, dropped a bomb 
and sped off as a huge explosion demolished a 
row house from within. The scene wasn't a 
newsreel from a distant war or a made-for-TV 
blow-'em-up—it was the national news, live 
from Philadelphia, May 13, 1985. Among colos- 
sal and deadly government screwups, the bomb- 
ing of the headquarters of the back-to-nature 
group called MOVE is arguably the worst. The 
body count—five children, six adults—surpasses 
that of the Ruby Ridge incident, in which U.S. 
marshals and the FBI killed the wife and son of 
white supremacist Randy Weaver. And unlike 
the assault on the Branch Davidian compound in 
Waco, Texas, in which 80 cult members per- 
ished, the collateral damage in Philadelphia was 
severe: By the end of the day an entire city block 
lay in ruins, and 250 residents unaffiliated 
MOVE were homeless. 

A communal group that 
married hippie naturism and 
Black Panther-style militan- 
cy, MOVE had been in trou- 
ble almost from its founding 
by John Africa in the early 
1970s. In a previous build- 
ing, the group had spurned 
garbage collection and 
plumbing; its backyard was 
a field of rotting food and 
excrement, attracting rats, 
cockroaches and stray cats 


and dogs. Complaining of harassment and unwar- 
ranted beatings at the hands of police, MOVE 
stockpiled weapons and erected a barricade 
around its house. On August 8, 1978, police ar- 
rived to serve bench warrants for several group 
members; a shoot-out ensued in which officer 
James Ramp took a bullet in the back of the neck 
and died. At the trial Judge Edwin Malmed's 
bizarre ruling sent a “family” of nine MOVE 
members to j 
likelihood that Ramp was the victim of friendly 
fire. Galvanized by а cause—"Free the MOVE 
Nine"—remaining members moved into a row 
house at 6221 Osage Avenue in west Philadel- 
phia. Day and night, using bullhorns, members 
raged against the city in profanity-laden dia- 
tribes. Again sanitation and vermin were issues, 
again the police came to oust the group, and 
again, on that May day 20 years ago, things 
went horribly wrong. Still, the MOVE story 


for 30 to 100 years, despite the 


will never make civil liber- 
tarians' A-list of govern- 
ment atrocities. Race is the 
easy explanation for the in- 
cident—but it's not the main 
one. In an urban environ- 
ment, the group's aberrant 
sanitation policies and rant- 
ing made it a menace to 
those unfortunate enough to 
live nearby. MOVE ruined 
the quality of life of those 
around it. For і 
that's ап unfor; 


What you do із grab one of them, rip 
out his eyeballs, stab him in the neck so 
that blood squirts out like a fountain— 
n—and get the blood to 


right there in front of his 
friends. Or go for the lungs. Create a gap- 


MARGINALIA 


A RECIPE from The 
Convict Cookbook, cre- 
ated by inmates at the 
Washington State Peniten- 
tiary to benefit the Children's Museum 
of Walla Walla: "Dope Fiend Sandwich, 
by Donald Dunn: Smash half a Snick- 
ers bar and place it between two 
Grandma's brand peanut-butter cook- 
ies. Wrap cookie sandwich and place 
between two books. Put books on floor 
and stand on them. Take cookies out 
of wrapper and eat! These cookies are 
so named because heroin addicts often 
come to prison craving sweets. Thou- 
sands of Washington prisoners have 
partaken in this delight." 


FROM A LAWSUIT filed in Salt 
Lake City: "The plaintiffs were mem- 
bers of the Fundamentalist Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. A 
central tenet is the practice of poly- 
gamy. In order to foster this unlawful 
activity, the church and its leaders 
assign underage female members as 
wives to older males. The practice of 
church leaders having multiple wives 
has caused soaring demand for brides. 
To foster this the church established 
the secret, cruel and unlawful practice 
of systematic excommunication of 
young males. Being condemned to 
eternal damnation caused these 

"lost boys' to suffer emotional and 
psychological injuries and entitles 
them to exemplary damages." 


FROM A CATALOG of concept 
cars at fordvehicles.com: “As the pop- 
ulation shifts back to cities, you'll 
need a rolling urban command center. 
Enter the synUS, a mobile techno: 
sanctuary sculpted in urban armor, 
Short and slim for easy maneuvering, 
it looks bank-vault tough. When 
parked and placed in secure mode, 
synUS deploys protective shutters over 
the windshield and side glass. Small 
windows on the flanks and roof are 
nonopening and bullet-resistant. The 
synUS signals secu- 
rity through its 
use of a 
driver's 
side, dial- 
operated 
combination 
lock. Flat glass in a slightly 

raked windshield furthers the armored: 
car look, Bold wheel arches make a 
‘statement as well as accommodate the 
vehicle's exceptionally wide track.” 


TV DIALOGUE that the FCC this 
year ruled not to be indecent after 
complaints from the Parents Television 
Council: “1 got this black eye because 
of you, dick."—Everwood. "In my next 
life I'm coming back as a pair of pliers 
and pull off your nut sack."—Fastlane. 
A woman listens to a message in which 
a male caller makes reference to 
“growing a pair." —Gilmore Girls. A male 
studying to be a nurse says he's taken 
his own blood pressure many times, to 
which a friend replies, "Yeah, and how 
many times on your arm?"—Will & 
Grace. A woman asks a man if "he's 
(continued on page 53) 


READER RESPONSE 


TEENAGERS IN LUST 

A friend sent me “Welcome to Virgin- 
land” (February) because so many par- 
ents here in DeKalb County, Georgia are 
battling the same ignorance Daniel Ra- 
dosh encountered at the convention of 
the National Abstinence Clearinghouse. 
‘arlier this year the school district that 
includes my child's middle school adopt- 
ed an abstinence-only program called 
Choosing the Best. The president and 
co-founder of the publishing company 
that created and distributes this pro- 
gram, Bruce Cook, also happens to 
chair the DeKalb County Department of 
Human Resources (he sees no conflict). 
СТВ has received $2.4 million in federal 
funds to distribute its propaganda free 
to eight Georgia school districts 

I was far from the only parent to chal- 
lenge CTB at a presentation Cook gave 
during a PTA meeting with district offi- 
cials present. About 50 others joined 
me, many of them employed by Emory 
University and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. While it’s com- 
mon sense to say that abstinence is the 


what do we do 


If we don't have sex? 


only surefire method to avoid pregnancy 
and disease, CTB and similar programs 
misinform kids about condoms; in his 
book Parents, Teens and Sex, Cook writes, 
“Does condom use provide protection 
against STDs? The answer is obvious— 
no!" The parents, some of whom spe- 
cialize in treating STDs, challenged the 
accuracy of his data and the fuzzy re- 
arch he cited. When I asked him why 
CTB's research is not peer reviewed —an 
important scientific criterion—he 
replied, “We're working on that.” 

One parent noted that since the state 
of Georgia has banned gay marriage, 
abstinence until marriage isn't an op- 
tion for everyone. When asked what 
CTB recommends for gay students, 
Cook replied, “We don't deal with that.” 
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One fact Cook didn't share: А Columbia 
University study last year found that 88 


Tt is not Resentful 
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percent of teens who pledge not to have 
premarital sex break their promise. 
More important, when they do start 
having sex, these young people are less 
likely than their peers to use condoms. 
We succeeded in getting the school 
board to remove Choosing the Best, in 
large part because it had never voted to 
approve it. Parents need to challenge 
abstinence-only education in public 
schools. Moralizing will not protect our 
children from reality. 
Tanya Cassingham 
Decatur, Georgia 


I began talking to my daughters 
about the importance of condoms as 
soon as they entered middle school 
But sex ed should start when kids are 
toddlers by teaching them to use the 
proper names of their anatomy 

Patty Smith 

Beloit, Wisconsin 


Га like to ask the members of the Na- 
Abstinence Clearinghouse, “Were 
you a virgin when you married?” Un- 
less the answer is yes, they are hyp- 
ocrites, and hypocrites make for bad 
educators. This organization sounds 
like a terrible waste of tax dollars. 

Н.А. Thompson 

Charlotte, North Carolina 


tio’ 


Abstinence until marriage is a respect- 
able moral standard, but how did mar- 
riage get mixed up in this mess? Married 
people should have as much sex as pos- 
sible, of course, but abstinence edu- 
cation gives sex more weight than it 
deserves when considering what ulti- 
mately makes a marriage work. 

Jay Hubbard 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


REVISITING THE PHILOSOPHY 


Sometime in 1965, while I was a law 
student in South Africa, I saw my first 
issue of PLAYBOY. It contained one of 
Hugh Hefner's editorials on American 
puritanism. After that I managed to 
read only the odd copy smuggled into 
the country—usually by a friend brave 
enough to charade past Customs at 
Johannesburg Airport after an overseas 
trip. I became a subscriber in 1983 after 
leaving South Africa, but that first edito- 
rial formed the foundation of my phi- 
losophy on sex and tolerance. I cannot 
describe the impact the magazine had 
on me, living as I was in a unique puri- 
tanical society that had an ethos ema- 
nating from a mixture of Calvinism and 
Lutheranism (with inevitable algolagnic 
consequences) independent of apar- 
theid. The system itself was in many 
ways fostered by the puritanism that 
helped sustain its day-to-day brutality. 

Barry Ebedes 
Perth, Australia 


SIN: OUR NATIONAL PASTIME 

I enjoyed your interview with James 
Morone, author of Hellfire Nation: The 
Politics of Sin in American History (Febru- 
ary). As an Army reservist who served a 
stint in Iraq and might be called back, I 
resent the efforts of the religious right to 
impose a "moral" dictatorship in the 


HELLFIRE 


U.S. As much as it despises Muslim ex- 
tremists, the Christian right has more in 
common with them and Adolf Hitler 
(who wrote in Mein Kampf that “public 
life must be freed from the asphyxiating 
perfume ofour modern eroticism”) than 
they care to admit. 

Jonathan Decker 

Baton Rouge, Louis 
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Dasya -Chain High 
Hio—For 


searchers have created 
the sexual interactio 
American high 


Ohio State expected to find a core group 
of promiscuous teens. Instead, after ana- 
lyzing 832 surveys from students at an 
unnamed public school in the Midwest 
they found that the mostly white respon- 
dents соп ver me course of 18 
long chains, cluding one 
that contained 288 а The students 
red partners, and they eve 
had 


months in 


con 


x-boyfrien 
core groups of 
tend to account 
diseases. But 
suggests that this isn't 
One Small Step for Smut the staff kept track of their numbers. They 
would taunt members by st Count 


PITTSBURGH—In 2003 U.S. Attorney Mary Beth 
Buchanan indicted the owners of a California 
production company for selling three allegedly 
obscene videos, one of which includes simu 
ated rape. The Bush administration hoped the 
case would become the first in a series of high: 
profile convictions, but a federal judge threw 


out the charges. He ruled t 1 
on distributing obscenity violates an individ- 
ual's constitutional right to "possess, read 
observe and think about what he chooses in 


the privacy of his own home." 


Road Range 

lice wanted to 
of transporting drugs, secretly 
placed a battery-powered GPS unit on his car. 
After his arrest the lawyer argued that the 
cers had not obtained a warrant, making the 
device the equivalent of an illegal search. A 
eral judge disagreed, writing that the lawyer 
"had no expectation of privacy in the wher 
abouts of his vehicle on a public roadway." In 
an earlier case a federal court ruled that polic 
didn't need a warrant to place a GPS unit on t 
underside of a suspect's truck because it did not 
pry into a hidden or enclosed area 
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years, 


me! Count me!" The gimmick has been used for 
years by clinics around the country, but protesters 


insist they are not deterred 


Drug Market Theory 
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ross domestic 
product wrapped 
up in this business, 
you should be care- 
ful of unintended 
consequences," said General James 
preme commander of NATO 


Jones, 


e j for at least a year to take any 
available job or lose their benefits 


MARGINALIA 


(continued from page 51) 


decent," and he replies, "I'm buttered 
from the waist down."—A.U. S.A. 
"Did he ever dangle anything in front of 
you at the sleepovers? Say, his happy 
man-loaf?"—Dana Carvey, on Night of 
Too Many Stars. A woman puts her lips 
to a hose inserted into a gas tank, and 
another woman quips, "Had a lot of 
practice?"—One Tree Hill. A man says 
a woman has 
"huge cans." — 
Scrubs. "This 
story has a 
happy end- 
ing after all. 
Just like my 
last mas- 

sage." —The 
Simpsons. A 
cartoon boy is about to enter a commu- 
nal shower when a voice asks, "Is that 
a pimple or another nipple?" Cartoon 
boy's towel falls, and his butt is re- 
vealed.—King of the Hill 


к 


FROM А LIST compiled by Legal 
Times of the average annual recusals 
by Supreme Court justices during their 
tenure. The justices do not һауе to 
provide a reason for recusing from a 
case, but it is generally done to avoid 
the appearance of a conflict of interest: 
Breyer 42, Souter 32, O'Connor 31, 
Stevens 17, Thomas 17, Kennedy 12, 
Scalia 12, Ginsburg 7, Rehnquist 7. 


FROM A LIST of "embarrassing 
Bible questions" in Ken's Guide to the 
Bible: "(1) Do you really believe that 
Noah was 500 years old when he fa- 
thered his first child? (Genesis 5:32) 
(2) Why was it okay for God to destroy 
the sinful city of Sodom but not okay 
to destroy Lot's daughters when they 
had sex with him? (Genesis 19:30-36) 
(3) Do you really believe that anyone 
who works on a religious day of rest 
should be killed? (Exodus 31:15) (4) 
Do you believe children should be put 
to death for the sins of their parents? 
(Il Samuel 2:2-4, 14-27; 12:9-19) 
(5) How come God rewarded Abraham 
and Lot with earthly riches but Jesus 
said that wealth is a one-way ticket 
to hell? (Genesis 24:34-35, Job 
42:10-12, Matthew 19:24) (6) Do 
you believe in slavery? Then why do 
the apostles Paul and Peter encourage 
slaves to be obedient? (Ephesians 
6:5-7; | Peter 2:18)." 


A DISCLAIMER given to diners who 
ordered a $22 gourmet steak burger 
cooked rare or medium rare at a five- 
star London hotel: “Although we are 
happy to accommodate the request for 
the cooking of your burger, we would 
like to advise that while following the 
Food Safety Act of 1990, and striving to 
maintain due diligence, Marriott West 
India Quay and its associates can take 
no responsibility for minced beef prod- 
ucts cooked in this 
manner and 
would advise 
of cooking the 
minced beef 
products. 
medium or 


above." Pao 1 


Us time 

book Evil: An Investigation, 

portrays itself, almost with- 
out exception, as injured inno- 
cence, fighting back." If that's 
true, we're surrounded. And 
yet amid the charges and coun 
tercharges we always find a few 
stories that suggest we should 
be more optimistic. Here 
two: (1) A study in the Mich 
Law Review found that the per 


ain for a look at our no-fault culture. 
Lance Morrow notes that "evil 
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THE PROBLEM 


Shot another restaurant patron dead 
after argument over lounge singer. 


British foreign secretary shook 
hands with Zimbabwe dictator. 


Assaulted woman sunbathing top- 
less on isolated beach. 


Electrocuted while knocking frond 
from power line with pool skimmer. 


Port Authority cop caught videotap- 
ing TI-year-old girl taking a shower. 


Cop mistook revolver for stun gun 
and killed suspect in squad car. 


Air Force captain faced court mar- 
tial after testing positive for drugs. 


Savagely beat girlfriend and threw 
her infant son against a wall. 


Left smoldering cigarette in car 
toddler severely burned in fire. 


Climbed onto garbage truck at 
WTC, then fell when it pulled away. 


Investment counselor ripped off up 
to 53 people for a total of $7.3 million. 


NFL player, speeding in SUV without 
seat belt on icy road, died in rollover. 


African American whipped and beat 
his two-year-old son to death. 


Bit off an inch of his girlfriend's nose 
during assault. 


Pedophile accused of twice grabbing 
co-worker's ass at homeless shelter. 


Police find 61 child-porn movies and 
90 photos on lawyer's hard drive. 


Became pregnant by boyfriend while 
both were doing time in county jail 


Careless teen fell into gorge; retrieved 
in dramatic rescue but injuries fatal. 


Nursing-home aide raped and 
impregnated comatose patient. 


Okay, okay, she doesn't suck. 


Major political faux pas. 


Probably not the first time 


Tragic moment of carelessness. 


Broken trust. 


Serlous lack of training by Madera, 


California police force. 


That's a problem. 


Fiend. 


Be careful with lit cigarettes. 


That's what garbage trucks at 


cleanup sites tend to do. 


Get a real job. 


That's enough risk factors for three 


accidents. 


Monster. 


Brutal. 


Some people never learn 


This excuse should be good. 


Jail needs less space between bars. 


It's amazing how firefighters risked 


their lives over 300-foot gorge. 


Sick, sick, sick. 


BY CHIP ROWE 


centage of people willing to settle in a hypothetical personal. 
injury lawsuit jumped from 


2 percent to 73 percent when 
the only change in the offer 
was an apology, and (2) 
Andrew Wilson of Branson, 
Missouri legally changed his 
name to They because, he says. 
he heard so many people 
claiming "They did this" or 
They did that,” he felt some. 
one had to take responsibility 
They—you the man 


INSTEAD, BLAME... 


Jitters over terrorism. Claims he had 
gun only because of orange alert 


Bad lighting. Says he didn't recog- 
nize black strongman in dark corner. 


"Beach rage.” Says he was overcome 
by indignation at woman's nudity. 


Pool supply store, because pole did 
not have warning label. Widow sues. 


Stress from 9/11 attack. 
Taser. Cop and city sue firm, saying 
stun gun looks too much like a gun. 


Crazy sex. Husband says he's to 
blame; he put coke on his erection. 


PCP dust that floated down from a 
hotel balcony onto Marks's head. 


Philip Morris, which made the ciga- 
rette, Company pays $2 million 


Garbage firm, for “failing to respect 
my rights as a pedestrian." Levin sues. 


Money addiction.” Cammarota asks 
judge for counseling instead of jail. 


GM, for not making extra-strong 
roof. Family sues for $75 million. 


"Post-traumatic slave syndrome. 
Weight-loss medicine, which Jones 
claims caused nose to "pop off." 

Involuntary muscle spasm. 
Mysterious child-porn virus that 
infected computer—twice. 


Sheriff, for not preventing sex. Family 
asks county for child support 


Firefighters, for allegedly not secur- 
ing his head properly. Parents sue. 


Humanitarianism. Says he wanted 
only to shock victim out of coma. 
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'ASSPORT 8500 has been hailed as the most revolutionary radar/laser 
detector ever. Forbes.com said, “it might be the best radar detector 
ever made!” Popular Mechanics called it “state of the art.” 
Radartest.com named it “The World's Best! 


For more than 25 years ESCORT has set the standard. Now, we're 
raising the bar...again. Introducing the all new PASSPORT 8500 X5( 
the most advanced and most sophisticated detector ever! 


The PASSPORT 8500 X50 takes radar/laser performance to the X-treme: 

+ X-treme radar range...up to 50% more range on the all- 
important K and Ka bands 

* X-treme laser response...high performance circuitry that 

provides maximum laser warning and superior off-axis protection 

X-treme POP protection...the most effective counter measure to 

the newest traffic monitoring technology rj 

Хагенау quiet organs! ues su The World's Best Just Got Better! 

eliminates false alarms 


There's never been a detector like the PASSPORT 8500 X50. It is in a 
class of its own. And, it's а 
brilliant blue display 


The World's Best Just Got Better 
- Guaranteed! 


No other detector on the planet gives you this level of performance. The 
new PASSPORT 8500 X50 is the most advanced and the most 
sophisticated radar/laser system ever created. Order yours today. We're 
so confident that you'll love it, we'll let you drive it for 30 days- 
completely risk free! 


ailable with a high-intensity red or new 


The all new, technologically advanced PASSPORT 8500 X50 from 
ESCORT. The legend lives on 


Call Toll Free 1-888-8 ESCORT 


1-888-837-2678 
PASSPORT 8500 X50 Blue 95 
PASSPORT 8500 X50 Red $299. 95 


Plus S&H. OH residents add 6.5% sales tax 

Escort Inc. => -—. — 3 
5440 West Chester Road = ES е 
West Chester, Ohio 45069 
513-870-8500 
Fax 513-870-8509 

> Department 4007: ECT THE DIFFE 
ext www.escortrador.com 
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CAUTION: 245 HORSEPOWER 
SIDE EFFECTS MAY INCLUDE HOOTING, HOLLERING, WHITE KNUCKLES, SPINE TINGLING, INCREASED 
HEART RATE AND SWEET GIRLFRIEND. IN CLINICAL TRIALS, MOST FREQUENTLY REPORTED ADVERSE 


EFFECTS INCLUDED JEALOUSY AND ENVY AMONG FRIENDS PLUS MISAPPROPRIATION OF SICK DAYS. 
INDIVIDUAL RESULTS MAY VARY. USE ONLY AS DIRECTED. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF SMALL CHILDREN. 
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MOTOR TREND“ 


2005 TRUCK OF THE YEAR Vehicles shown with available equipment. ©2005 Toyota Motor Sales, USA. Ic. 


TACOMA 2005 MOTOR TREND TRUCK OF THE YEAR. With an available 
awe-inspiring 245-hp V6, 282 Ib.-ft. of torque and TRD Off-Road Package, it's 
no wonder the Toyota Tacoma is a force to be reckoned with. toyota.com 


umo aos JAMES SPADER 


A candid conversation with Boston Legal's pre: 


hy star about pushing 


sexual boundaries, his bizarre characters and why journalists. annoy him 


It's only fitting that one of the quirkiest shows 
on television, Boston Legal, stars James 
Spader, one of the quirkiest actors in show 
business. Created by David E. Kelley—the 
man behind The Practice, Picket Fences, 
Ally McBeal and other offbeat shows—Boston 
Legal confounds audiences, who can never be 
quite sure if they're watching a drama or a 
comedy. And with Spader playing lead char- 
acter Alan Shore, there's even more confu- 
sion: Is Shore a hero, а smarmy jerk, a con 
artist or a sentimentalist? 

Critics aren't confused. They love the show's 
inventive plotlines, ethical brainteasers, 
clever dialogue and unpredictable characters. 
The program has been a top 25 hit with 
viewers, but it lingers in the shadow of the 
ABC show that airs before it—Desperate 
Housewives, the second most watched drama 
on TV. Even if it's not as popular as the women 
of Wisteria Lane, Boston Legal is, as Newsday 
says, “very nearly irresistible—the perfect com- 
plement to Desperate Housewives.” The Wash- 
ington Post adds, “The principal reason the 
show sparks and sizzles is Spader. 

Spader, 45, is a relative newcomer to series 
TV better known for his work in eccentric inde- 
pendent movies. Many of these have featured 
overt and often obsessive sex, beginning with 
Sex, Lies and Videotape, which won him the 
best actor award at Cannes in 1989. 


“Love is the one emotion actors allow them- 
selves to believe. That’s why they all get into 
such fucked-up relationships. They'll play a 


killer but won't believe they're a killer. 


don't see that it's the same thing. 


They 


Spader has always pushed boundaries. In 
Secretary he plays a lawyer who has a sado- 
masochistic relationship with Ма; 
lenhaal. In Crash, directed by David 
Cronenberg, his character and one played 
by Holly Hunter survive an automobile acci- 
dent that awakens bizarre erotic emotions in 
both of them. The movie follows their explo- 
ration of other accident scenes as they go 
deeper and deeper into the bizarre world that 
connects eroticism and car crashes 

Spader has also played bad boys, yuppie 
scum, sympathetic deviants, a doctor, a gambler, 
a killer and an archaeologist in a wide range 
of films, including Bad Influence, White 
Palace, True Colors, Storyville, Wolf and 
Stargate. He has also appeared in TV movies 
and on Seinfeld. But with the iconoclastic, ego- 
centric ladies’ man civil litigator in Boston 
Legal, Spader has reached his largest audience 

Brought in to create havoc and buoy up 
the sinking law firm in the final year of The 
Practice (for which he won an Emmy), Spader 
then moved on to the show's spin-off, Boston 
Legal, once again playing Alan Shore. The 
character is not beneath lying, cheating or 
deception as he prepares his cases. When he 
and the firm's most colorful partner, played by 
William Shatner, put their heads together, the 
results are twisted and funny. The show is 
like no other on ТИ 


The quarterback is in the locker room with 
a bunch of guys. Football is played in the after- 
noon. You need a shower afterward. 
that doesn't get you laid. If you want to be 
with girls, go into theater." 


Come оп, 


Spader's upbringing prepared him for the 
unusual. He grew up near Cape Cod, Mas- 
sachusetts, where his parents were school- 
teachers. That didn't deter him from dropping. 
out of Phillips Academy Andover in his junior 
year of high school. Spader moved to New York 
City, where he worked numerous odd jobs while 
attending acting classes. Currently separated 
from his wife, he keeps a low social profile in 
Hollywood, preferring to spend his free time 
with his two teenage sons. 

PLAYBOY sent Contributing Editor Lawrence 
Grobel, who last interviewed Kiefer Sutherland 
for the magazine, to talk to the notoriously press- 
shy actor. Grobel reports, “Every time I came 
across one of his fellow actors talking about him, 
whether Shatner or Camryn Manheim, words 
like ‘weird’ and ‘scary’ were used. I figured I was 
at the least in for a verbal adventure. Spader 
didn't disappoint. One of the first things he told 
me was, Тт a bad interview.’ Fortunately that 
vasn't true, but he did prove much of what Га 
heard: He's protective of his family and pri- 
vacy, he doesn't much like journalists, and yes, 
he is a bit weird and scary." 


PLAYBOY: According to many articles 
about you, you're uncomfortable talking 
to journalists 

SPADER: That's the reason I do as little of 
this as possible. 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY DAVID ROSE 


“It’s not just that I dislike being interviewed. 
I don't have a problem sitting and talking. 
Гт just not comfortable talking about myself. 
It's a dilemma. I'm а bad interview. I don't 
take pride in it. I don't like the spotlight." 
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PLAYBOY 


PLAYBOY: What do you have against 
doing interviews? 

SPADER: І hear people say, “І hate public- 
ity,” but they're saying it to a journalist, 
so I don't believe it. When I see someone 
getting into fights with photographers 
or talking about how much he hates to 
be photographed, to me it's bullshit. I've 
never been a great believer in what peo- 
ple say, as opposed to what they do. 
They're two different things and often 
contradictory. I believe what they do. 
Besides, I don't like talking about myself. 
PLAYBOY: Then why did you agree to 
this interview? 

SPADER: Because my income now de- 
pends on my ability to do interviews. 
For years I failed to see the connection. 
It's not just that I dislike being 
interviewed. I don't have a 
problem sitting and talking. 
I'm just not comfortable talk- 
ing about myself. It's a dilem- 
ma for me. I'm a bad interview. 
I don't take pride in it. 
PLAYBOY: Yet here we are d 
now that you're on a hit TV 
show, you must be required to 
deal with the media more than 
ever before. 

SPADER: There's a thin line I try 
to walk. I do enough to keep 
working but not so much that I 
have no private life or call too 
much attention to myself. I 
don't like the spotlight. 
PLAYBOY: You're an actor. If you 
don't like the spotlight, why 
did you sign up for The Practice 
last season? 

SPADER: What interested me 
was the unique opportunity of 
the situation. Usually if you're 
going to do a te оп show, 
you do a pilot and then maybe 
six episodes. If it takes off, you 
have to commit to, like, five 
years. But all I had to do was 
commit to a year, and they 
were going to commit to a 
year. It sounded like great fun 
to spend a year as this charac- 
ter. I'd never done that before. 
The longest I'd ever worked 
on a character was four months. 
PLAYBOY: Now you've moved on to Boston 
Legal. William Shatner, your co-star, has 
said he wasn't sure if Boston Legal would 
last more than a few episodes. He said he 
couldn't tell if it was supposed to be a 
drama or a comedy. 

SPADER: A TV series is different from a 
film in that it's liquid; it shifts and changes 
from week to week. ГИ do an episode 
that's dead-on straight drama one week, 
and the next week it's fun and games. 
Boston Legal is still figuring out its tone. 
PLAYBOY: Shatner has said you're as recal- 
citrant as a donkey until you can find the 
right way to deliver a line. He also thinks 
you're a little weird. 


58 SPADER: I will take responsibility for 


any given behavior at any given time. 
PLAYBOY: What's he like to work with? 
SPADER: I have great fun doing scenes 
with him. My favorite people are al- 
ways eccentrics, and Bill is one. When 
Bill is at his most eccentric, I admire 
him the most. 

PLAYBOY: When you first joined The Prac- 
tice Camryn Manheim said she was afraid 
of you. She said, "He's weird and strange 
and eccentric." That's two people who 
have called you weird. Do you take it as 
a compliment? 

SPADER: It is, I guess. At times it could be 
an attribute, at other times a fault. It de- 
pends on the circumstances. She could 
be lying, too, you know. She doesn't 
seem like a very scared person. 


orgasm right after anotl 


The Practice and again on Boston Legal, has 
been described as childish, confrontational, 
antiauthority, repellent and compelling. 
How would you describe him? 

SPADER: He's a rascal. He's a trouble- 
maker. He has tremendous appetites. I 
haven't yet found what he's scared of, 
except maybe complacency. That would 
probably scare the hell out of him. 
PLAYBOY: You've also said he has a strong 
value system. What are his values, and do. 
they jibe with yours? 

SPADER: Not always. He cares for people, 
but he feels that respect must be earned. 
Until that point there's fair play. He val- 
ues truth, even in its most embarrassing, 
destructive form. 

PLAYBOY: How much credit can you take 
for the nuances and behavior of 
the character, and how much 
can be credited to David Kelley? 
SPADER: hard to tell. David 
doesn't write a tremendous 
amount on the page. He writes 
dialogue. How it's performed 
is up to you. I've been able to 
play Alan only because I like 
things that don't fit very well, 
that are contrary. And Alan is 
that. That's one of the most im- 
portant things David wanted to 
bring to the show: humor. My 
character going to be the 
vehicle for that. 

PLAYBOY: Do you think you've 
helped change the nature of 


keeping d dro going. He 
had this idea of how to keep The 
Practice running for another 
year. People had lost interest in 
it, and he had lost interest in it 


too. He was looking for some- 
thing that would make him ex- 
cited about writing it for anoth- 
er year, and he did. It turned 
into a big car wreck, and people 
came to watch the wreck. 

PLAYBOY: Kelley told you he 
wanted Alan to disruptive 
force. What else did he tell you? 
SPADER: He said Alan was going 


PLAYBOY: Do people often feel trepidation 
around you? 

SPADER: I notice that people tend to treat 
me with a healthy amount of distance. 
PLAYBOY: Was there additional tension on 
the set of The Practice because you came 
on knowing that most of the existing cast 
was being fired? 

SPADER: If there was a feeling of tension at 
the beginning of the season, it was because 
there had been blood on the floor. Six 
characters had been removed from the 
show. I was hired after they were fired. 
PLAYBOY: Did any of the remaining actors 
feel animosity toward you? 

SPADER: None. They couldn't have been 
more hospitable and wonderful. 
PLAYBOY: Alan Shore, your character on 


to be someone who is alone in 
his life at the moment and has a tremen- 
dous appreciation for women, and his 
lifestyle reflects that. He has many rela- 
tionships, but he is alone. He is disrup- 
tive, self-destructive and funny, and 
he's a misfit. David wanted him to pro- 
voke by bringing tremendous conflict 
in how to respond to him. He wanted 
not only the characters within the firm 
but the people he encounters, and 
therefore the audience, to be absolutely 
conflicted about their feelings toward 
him. And he wanted to be able to sus- 
tain that. David wanted Alan to be 
somebody who draws this tremendously 
complex, conflicting response all the 
time. He said, "I like that you don't 
know how you feel about him." 


PLAYBOY: How do you keep a character 
fresh after an audience gets used to him? 
SPADER: I'll tell you exactly how. You 
put him in a set of circumstances, you 
think about what he might do, and you 
do the opposite. 

PLAYBOY: Would you agree with the TV 
critic who wrote that if Tony Soprano 
ever needed a lawyer he should hire 
Alan Shore: 
SPADER: I've never seen that show. 


2004 Emmy, as were Martin Sheen, 


Kiefer Sutherland and Anthony LaPagli 
Pretty stiff competition. 

SPADER: I had never seen any of their 
shows, so it was blissful ignorance for 
me. Their reputations precede them, 
so I admired that, but I didn't give a lot 
of thought to the competition. I've got 
a friend who likes to handicap horses, 
so when the nominations were an- 
nounced he checked the Vegas line on 
it. The odds were against me. I was the 
long shot. 

PLAYBOY: When you won you congratu- 
lated the women in the audience on their 
taste in shoes. Was that a prepared 
speech, or were you winging it? 

SPADER: The best way to deal with some- 
thing like that is to go in cold. I'm not 
naturally afraid of things that come at 
me as a surprise. I choose to things 


that way. Thinking about winning or los- 
ing and making a speech—that creates 
discomfort. I've spent my life ill pre- 
pared. But I was tremendously pleased 
and humbled. 

PLAYBOY: Which means more to you, the 
Emmy or the Golden Globe 
SPADER: І have no idea. I don't know 
enough about them. I do know that the 
Hollywood Foreign Press Association, 
which decides the Golden Globes, is 
made up of people you actually meet. 
You know who they are. 1 no idea 
who decides the Emmys. 

PLAYBOY: Getting back to your shoe 
remark at the Emmys 
SPADER: Shoes and dresses. The women 
looked great; they were working hard to 
look nice. If you're at a loss for some- 
thing to say or trying to engage a woman 
in a room, that seems like the best way 
PLAYBOY: In the roles you play you don't 
have much trouble engaging women. Is 
that acting or who you really are? 
SPADER: The first perk of theater is the 
girls. Working at night, staying up late, 
being with girls—it's that forever. 
PLAYBOY: Was that how you first experi- 
enced sex, through acting? 

SPADER: Yes. 
PLAYBOY: Should a high school student 
who wants to get girls go into acting or 
become quarterback of the football team? 
SPADER: Quarterback? He's in the lo 
room with a bunch of gu 


get laid at all. Football is played in the 
afternoon. You need a shower after- 
ward. Come on, that doesn't get you 
laid. If you want to be with girls, go into 
theater. You're there at night, after 
school, and it's dark. 

PLAYBOY: Have you had a sexual experi- 
ence that competes with the ones you've. 
performed in your films? 

SPADER: Without question. The sexual ех 
periences I've had have far surpassed any 
sexual experience I've had on-screen. 
PLAYBOY: If you get any letters from 
women who have read this interview, 
will you respond? 

SPADER: I don't read those letters. If I 
don't recognize the name on the enve- 
lope, I throw it out. 

PLAYBOY: Do you envy anything about 
women? 

SPADER: The thing I envy most is their 
ability to have one orgasm right after an- 
other. Women are absolutely beautiful, 
perfect sexual creatures. They are di: 
vine. I live my life in awe of the beauty of 
women. The smell of women is just 
toxicating. I wonder whether men have 
that sort of effect on women. I can't 
imagine they do. 

PLAYBOY: When you were a kid, did you 
look at nude photographs of women? 
SPADER: I had National Geographic my 
whole o I saw naked women. But I 
was also surrounded by naked women. 
I grew up in a household with women 
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running around naked all the time, and 
they had friends over who were naked 
all the time, so I didn’t have to look far. 
PLAYBOY: Including when you were going 
through puberty? 

SPADER: Yeah. I saw my sisters, their 
friends and my mother naked from 
when I was a baby. All the time. We grew 
up in a very open household. 

PLAYBOY: While on-screen nudity isn't a 
problem for you, you went to far more 
exotic realms with Crash and Secretary. 
What intrigued you about the S&M rela- 
tionship between your character and 
Maggie Gyllenhaal's in Secretary? 

SPADER: I hadn't ever read anything like 
it. It funny and sweet, yet it had this 
other element that was unusual. 
PLAYBOY: Have you ever had a similar 
relationship or fantasized about one? 
SPADER: I certainly understand the rela- 
tionship between pleasure and pain, 
the practice of the behavior. To the ex- 
clusion of other forms of sexuality? 
That I’m not familiar with. That's what 
was unique to me, that this form of sex- 
uality excluded other forms. I prefer to 
incorporate the relationship between 
pleasure and pain with everything else 
in the sexual soup. 

PLAYBOY: Does a woman want a man to be 
dominant in a relationship? 

SPADER: Some. Some women don't at all. 
Some women want to be the dominant 
one entirely. 


PLAYBOY: Does se: 
than other subjects? 

SPADER: That's what the world seems to 
be about to me. Once animals figure out 
how to survive, the next thing they do is 
fuck. People have tried to evolve— 
they're so sophisticated, yet they're not 
at all. They have sex subverting them all 
the time. [/aughs] I'm reckoning with it at 
all times of the day and night. 

PLAYBOY: How many times in your life 
have you experienced real love? 
SPADER: It would be an indiscretion to 
talk about it, but I have experienced it. 
PLAYBOY: Are love stories difficult to 
make? 

SPADER: Yes. You're supposed to fall in 
love with somebody. That's your job. 
But what if you do? It’s a tricky emotion 
to play around with. It's so seduc- 
tive. That's the problem—love is the 
one emotion actors allow themselves to 
believe. Again and again. That's why 
they all get into such fucked-up rel 
tionships. They'll go off and play a killer 
but won't allow themselves to believ 
they're a killer. They don't see that it's 
the same thing. 

PLAYBOY: You've done numerous sex 
scenes. How do you handle them? 
SPADER: Á sex scene is often treated as a 
stunt in a film, and then it's hard to do 
and generally doesn't meld well with the 
rest of the film. I try to treat it as justan- 
other scene. You come in, communicate 


intrigue you more 


what's going on and be as comfortable as 
you can be. 

PLAYBOY: Who are the scenes tougher for, 
men or women? 

SPADER: I can't speak for other men, ex- 
cept for Elias Koteas, who played 
Vaughan in Crash, because he's the only 
man I've had a sex scene with. My sex 
scenes with women have always gone 
well. Much of it depends on how much 
experience you have doing scenes of an 
intimate and graphic sexual nature. I'm 
not uncomfortable with it at all, and I try 
to make the person I'm working with as 
comfortable as possible so they'll feel 
free to be able to do what they need to 
do for the scene. 

PLAYBOY: According to director Steven 
Shainberg, during one rehearsal for 
Secretary y »yllenhaal if she 
masturbated often and then told her 
you did as often as you could. Is that 
accurate? 


have no memory of it. I might 
have said it. 

PLAYBOY: Do you remember how you first 
learned about masturbation? 

SPADER: Yes. I learned about it the way 
every boy learns about it. You discover 
that rubbing your cock against some- 
thing creates arousal. 

PLAYBOY: You spanked Gyllenhaal in the 
movie. She said she didn't wear a pad, 
forgetting that a scene like that might 
require a number of takes. Apparently 
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there were 15 takes, and her ass was 
bruised and needed body makeup for 
later scenes. 

That's her story, her business. 
asking me to report on something 
at's entirely about someone else. 
PLAYBOY: You were there. You did the 
spanking. 

SPADER: It's her business. 

PLAYBOY: Gyllenhaal said she felt you 
and she didn't get to know each other 
as human beings very well. Did you feel 
that way as well? 

SPADER: We got to know each other 
within the context of who the characters 
м That was the extent of it. That's 
generally what I'm doing when I'm оп 
the set. I'm not looking to make friends. 
PLAYBOY: Is Crash the most controversial 
film you've made? 

SPADER: Without question. 

PLAYBOY: The scr ng at Cannes was 
booed. The film was also booed when it 
was awarded a runner-up jury prize. 
SPADER: The screening I was at went e 
tremely well. It was a completely divisive 
film in terms of its reaction at Cannes. 
From reports I heard of the press 
screenings, people were either walking 
out or giving it a standing ovation. 
PLAYBOY: Would you ever be reluctant to 
do another film like Crash? 

SPADER: Films like Crash and Secretary sat- 
isfied a certain curiosity about some- 
thing I didn't understand. Whenever I 
find something I don't understand, I'm 
curious about it 

PLAYBOY: Did you understand A ог 
how car wrecks could be erotic after you 
made those film 
SPADER: Better. And that 
the films. 

PLAYBOY: Did you incorporate what you 
learned into your private life? 
SPADER: Sure. 

PLAYBOY: If we could unlock your private 
life, would it be a Pandora's box? 
SPADER: It just might be. 

PLAYBOY: Was it always that w What 
was growing up near Cape Cod like? 
SPADER: 1 grew up on a boarding school 
campus, Brooks School, north of Boston. 
It was a very rural setting. My father 
taught English at Brooks. My mother 
taught at a grammar school in the next 
town. I went to Phillips Andov. 
PLAYBOY: What was your life like? 
SPADER: I spent all my time on a bicycle, 
either in the woods or by the lake or the 
ocean, climbing trees, damming up 
streams, having snowball fights, making 
jumps with my bike. Because both my 
parents were teachers, we also spent a 
tremendous amount of time traveling. 
They took sabbaticals, and we traveled 
to Europe a lot. During the first sabbati- 
cal we spent a year there, and during 
the second we took half a I was 11. 
We drove all over—France, England, 
Italy, Yugoslavia. 

PLAYBOY: As a child, did you know what 
you wanted to be when you grew up? 


on to do 


Order in the Court 


James Spader isn't TV's only lawyer, just its craziest 


Perry Mason Raymond Burr as Perry 
Mason. Days in court: 1957 to 1993, in- 
cluding TV movies. Specialty act: This 
stolid, all-knowing defense attorney 
never failed to win a case, usually during 
a "surprise ending" when the actual cul- 
prit confessed on the stand. Verdict: Still 
TV's longest-running attorney, Mason 
made justice seem fair and made lawyers 
look like latter-day Sherlock Holmeses. 


The Defenders E.G. Marshall as 
Lawrence Preston. Days in court: 1961 
to 1965. Specialty act: Marshall's 
majestic, impassioned attorney tackled 
controversial cases that other lawyers— 
and most TV shows at the time—wouldn’t 
touch, involving civil rights, abortion and 
euthanasia, often swaying public atti 
tudes. Verdict: He's TV's answer to Al 
cus Finch in To Kill a Mockingbird. 


The Paper Chase John Houseman as 
Professor Charles W. Kingsfield Jr. Days 
in court: 1978 to 1986. Specialty act: 
Houseman towered as a blisteringly 
tough-minded, tyrannical professor who 
intimidated and inspired his young law 
students. He won an Oscar for the 1973 
movie version. Verdict: He epitomized 
the kind of scary, brilliant professor few 
of us are ever lucky enough to have. 


L.A. Law Corbin Bernsen as Arnie 
Becker. Days in court: 1986 to 1994 
Specialty act: This seedy divorce lawyer 
thought nothing of indulging in ethics- 
bending practices such as bedding his 
female clients. Verdict: Bernsen blazed 
the trail for other screen attorneys who 
can't keep it zipped up. Thanks to him, 
lawyers were no longer seen as heroes; 
they were slime. 


Law & Order Sam Waterston as Jack 
McCoy. Days in court: 1994 to the pre- 
sent. Specialty act: With his hangdog 
Abe Lincoln looks, Waterston has earned 
three Emmy nominations as the quietly 
charismatic but flawed assistant district 
attorney. Verdict: Waterston proves 
lawyers can be ruthless and eloquent 
without resorting to the melodrama that 
affects too many TV courtrooms. 


Murder One Daniel Benzali as Theodore 
Hoffman. Days in court: 1995 to 1996. 
Specialty act: In 23 riveting episodes 
that charted a single case from the mur- 
der of a 15-year-old to the aftermath of 
the trial, Benzali electrified TV as one of 
its all-time great lawyers. Verdict: The 
offbeat Benzali was way too smart for the 
room. The show was a hit in Europe but 
died here. —Stephen Rebello 
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PLAYBOY 


SPADER: Yeah, I wanted to be a bank rob- 
ber, gangster, cop, cowboy, Indian or spy. 
PLAYBOY: Did you ever take any classes 
your parents taught? 

SPADER: I had two years of nursery 
school and a year of kindergarten with 
my mother. I can still picture it today— 
making trouble and having her kick me 
out of the room, then peering through 
the little window by the door as class 
continued. 

PLAYBOY: Did you get into much trouble 
asaki 
SPADER: I got into trouble a lot, but it was 
always of a disruptive, playful nature. I 
would go on a sleepover at some kid's 
house. We'd be up late laughing and 
goofing off. After the first night I spent 
over at my best friend Will's house, his 
mother said to him, "That boy's never 
coming back to spend another night at 
our house." And of course we became 
best friends. I was always getting into 
trouble in school, disrupting class, get- 
ting kicked out of class. But it was all just 
fun. I've never been particularly good 
with authority, rules or sacred cows of 
any kind. I'm the kid who's going to 
make noise during the sermon. 

PLAYBOY: Considering that your parents 
were teachers, how did they handle your 
dropping out of Phillips Academy in 
your junior year? 

SPADER: It crept up on everybody and 
happened rather amicably. There was 
no dramatic change. I wasn't in discipli- 
nary trouble at school. Andover said to 
me when I was going to leave, "Go away. 
Take a break. If you want to come back 
at any time, we'll welcome you back. 
Maybe you need a break. Whatever you 
want to do, go and do." My parents 
were part of this. So I went down to New 
York. Right when I got my driver's 
license I was gone. I had spent every 
vacation working since I was 12. As soon 
as I was able to fill out a W-4 form I was 
employed. My sisters were at Wellesley 
and Wesleyan at the time. I was very 
independent. I never said to myself, 
“Well, that's it. I'm done with school- 
work." But I guess I was. 

PLAYBOY: During the five years prior to 
making the 1997 medical drama Critical 
Care, you spent a lot of time in hospitals 
for the births of your children and visit- 
ing your parents, who were ill. 

SPADER: Yeah, my father more than my 
mother. My father passed away three 
weeks before I started shooting that film. 
It was very difficult. 

PLAYBOY: You chose to bring your father 
home rather than have him stay in the 
hospital. Were you with him at the end? 
SPADER: Yes. He'd had tremendous diffi- 
culty communicating for several years, 
so it was hard to decipher what he did 
and didn't know. I felt there was com- 
munication between us, but it could have 
just been my projecting. He said “I love 
you" to me before he died, though he 
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I might have thought he said that or 
wanted him to have said that. He had se- 
vere aphasia at the time. 

PLAYBOY: You have said you've seen 
death happen in many different ways. 
How many deaths have you seen? 
SPADER: I've seen animals die—I've shot 
animals. I've seen my father die. I've had 
many friends die from AIDS, age, sui- 
cide and homicide. 

PLAYBOY: What is the most shocking 
death you've experienced? 

SPADER: Suicide. But that may have been 
the timing and my age. A close friend of 
mine committed suicide when I was 17. 
That upset me. 

PLAYBOY: At what time were you shoot- 
ing animals? 

SPADER: I stopped shooting animals at 
an early age, and then I stopped hav- 
ing anything to do with guns when I 
was in my 30s. 

PLAYBOY: A profile of you in this maga- 
zine 15 years ago mentioned that you 
had weapons in the trunk of your car: a 
crossbow, a lance, a 12-inch knife and a 
whip. Why were you driving around 
with an arsenal? 


I was always getting into 
trouble. Гое never been par- 
ticularly good with authority, 
rules or sacred cows. I’m the 

kid who's going to make 

noise during the sermon. 


SPADER: I grew up with weaponry of all 
kinds. I was given a BB gun and a .22 
rifle. I had air-gun pistols and sling- 
shots. I've carried a knife on me since I 
was 10. [pulls out a large pocketknife and 
opens the blade] 

PLAYBOY: Do you ever forget to take that 
out of your pocket at the airport? 
SPADER: It doesn't go with me to the air- 
port. It goes in a suitcase. When I get to 
wherever, I take it out of the suitcase. 
PLAYBOY: Do you carry that knife with 
you all the time, or do you have a collec- 
tion from which to choose? 

SPADER: I've got a bunch of knives. For 
the past six months I've been carrying. 
this because it seems to be the most effi- 
cient. It's an excellent knife. I had my 
knives taken away once. When we were 
10 or 11 a friend and I put on a perfor- 
mance of Robin Hood for our parents as 
a way to make candy money. Robin 
Hood and the Sheriff of Nottingham 
meet in Sherwood Forest and get into a 
fight—that was the whole play. Our par- 
ents came. My friend came into the for- 
est, and I leapt out and whipped out my 
Boy Scout knife. The parents were hor- 
rified, the play came to a halt, and the 


knife was taken away. It sat on my fa- 
ther's desk for a long time after that. 
Anyway, at the time that PLAYBOY piece 
was written I was shooting a film in 
Florida, where I bought the crossbow. I 
hooked up with one of the stunt guys 
and went to a knife and gun show, or 
maybe I had a catalog and ordered a 
crossbow. I still have it somewhere. I 
doubt I had a lance in my car. That 
sounds a little odd to me. That seems 
like something you'd leave at home. 
PLAYBOY: Why did you stop collecting 
weapons? 

SPADER: I lost interest in firearms because 
we had a dog that was scared to death of 
the sound of a rifle shot. Shooting the 
gun in the backyard or backwoods 
seemed like a terrible thing to do be- 
cause the dog always came with us. I 
didn't have a taste for killing animals. I 
just shot a couple of squirrels, skinned 
them and ate them. I really had more of 
an interest in drying the skins out and 
seeing if I could make a hat out of them. 
PLAYBOY: How does squirrel taste? 
SPADER: Like tough, rubbery chicken. 
Everything seems to taste like chicken. 
PLAYBOY: Has anyone ever pointed a gun 
at you? ' 
SPADER: The only person to point a gun 
at me with aggression was a police offi- 
cer. He was arresting somebody who was. 
right next to me in New York City, right 
near Central Park. We were sitting on a 
park bench, and the officer wanted to ar- 
rest him. By association I got the gun 
pointed at me as well. 

PLAYBOY: The police thought you were 
with him, but you weren't? 

SPADER: I was with him, but the police 
weren't intereste me. 

PLAYBOY: Was it a drug bust? 

SPADER: Um.... 

PLAYBOY: Were you too stoned to be 
afraid? 

SPADER: No. I wasn't stoned at all, and it 
wasn't that terrifying. It was surprising. 
It happened rather quickly. 

PLAYBOY: Did they arrest your friend? 
SPADER: He wasn't a friend. I didn't 
know the guy. Yeah, they threw him in 
the car. They couldn't have given a shit 
about me. They said, "What's that in 
your hand?" And I went [demonstrates a 
dropping motion], “Nothing.” [laughs] It 
was New York in the 1970s, a very dif- 
ferent time. 

PLAYBOY: You played a drug dealer and 
pimp in Less Than Zero. Did you use 
drugs then? 

SPADER: I didn't. 

PLAYBOY: Did you ever take anything. 
harder than LSD? 

SPADER: No. 

PLAYBOY: You did take LSD? 

SPADER: Yes. 

PLAYBOY: Was it scary? 

SPADER: No. 

PLAYBOY: Pleasurable? 

SPADER: Yes. 
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TRYING TO ANSWER THE BIG QUESTIONS 


Who hasn't at some point contemplated what the poet Shelley called the “palace-roof of 
cloudless nights"? For centuries humans have stared into the sky and tried to figure out 
how it (and they) got where they are. Myths have given way to science, yet, as recent 
school board battles over Darwin show, rationality is often confounded by parochialism. 
No wonder. Evolution challenges religious beliefs, and cosmology—with its cold, indif- 
ferent universe—forces us to alter how we think about life. With our traditional sense of 
order called into doubt, what can take its place? We asked some of the world's best mod- 
ern thinkers what science can tell us, including Simon Singh, author of the best-seller Big 
Bang, who starts us off with the origins of the universe, and Julia Sweeney, the former 
Saturday Night Live star who has turned her quest for knowledge into a trilogy of highly 
regarded one-woman shows (God Said, Ha!, The Family Way and Letting Go of God). 
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Ten reasons to believe in the big bang 
By Simon Singh 


Once upon a time there.was a big bang. All matter emerged from a hot, dense, com- 
pact'state, and the universe expanded and evolved over the course of several billion 
years into the universe ме ее today. And everybody lived happily ever after. It 
sounds like a fairy tale, but it's true. For thousands of years civilizations have fabri- 
cated myths and theories to describe the history and origin of the universe. We are 
among the first generation of humans to have a consistent and compelling explana- 
tion—yet lots of people seem Unable to accept this. 

[recently spent a month traveling across North America, lecturing about cosmol- 
ору. have received allSorts of whimsical, insightful, witty and downright bizarre 
comments and questions, and | have enjoyed wrestling with all of them except one. 
Nothing frustrates me more than the claim that the big bang is “just a theory.” 

Why'should | get so upset by a seemingly innocuous statement? The “just a 
theory” comment 15 often a slur intended to devalue and undermine what | per- 
ceive to be one of the pinnacles of human achievement. It's a comment typically 
leveled by individuals with an antiscientific agenda, whose sympathies lie with a 
cosmology based on scripture rather than a 
more rational approach. In other words, it's 
part of the same line of absurd thinking 
that says evolution should be excluded 
from the classroom because it's just a the- 
ory. The implication is that the hand of God 
is required to explain our universe. 

It is fatuous to claim that the big bang (or 
evolution) is just a theory, because any sci- 
entific theory is just a theory, from the notion 
that the earth is round to the existence of 
superstrings. The important issue is how 
much evidence can be found in favor of or 
against a theory. Is it a strong, reliable the- 
ory, or is it a weak, fanciful one? 

Unfortunately cosmology has a bad repu- 
tation for inventing weak, fanciful theories, 
from parallel universes to time travel. Sci- 
entists readily admit that such ideas are 
highly speculative. But the big bang model 
is in a different league. It has been checked and rechecked in a multitude of 
ways, and each time it has proved itself to be a basically accurate description of 
the universe, its history and origin. 

To counter these "just a theory" claims, I'll explain why the big bang model of the 
universe is so compelling. How do we know there was a (continued on page 76) 


“It is almost irresistible 
for humans to believe we 
have some special rela- 
tionship to the universe, 
that human life is not 
just a more or less farci- 
cal outcome of a chain 
of accidents but that 
we were somehow built 
in from the beginning. 
It is hard to realize that 
this all is just a tiny 
part of an overwhelm- 
ingly hostile universe." 
—Steven Weinberg, The First Three Minutes. 


faith and 
reason 


Religion doesn't have to be 
opposed to science 
hop John Spong 


Spong is the retired Episcopal bishop 
of Newark, New Jersey. His latest book 
is The Sins of Scripture: Exposing the 
Bible's Texts of Hate to Reveal the 
God of.Love. 

Playboy: Why do:people still proclaim а 
biblical view of creation? 

Spong: How long did it take the Flat Earth 
Society to go out of business? The Christ- 
ian myth is God.created the perfect world. 
Darwin says there never was a perfect cre- 
ation. Fundamentalists fear that if they 
lose this battle they'll face a void of 
meaninglessness. But you can't win when 
you don't have truth on your side. 
Playboy: What about intelligent design? 
Spong: This is creationism perfumed to 
make it more acceptable. Biblical literal- 
ists probably like the big bang because 
they think there has to be somebody 
behind it. | believe that if an atomic win- 
ter were to reduce life to the level of cock- 
roaches, intelligence would once again be 
present on this planet in about 5 billion 
years. There's a bias toward life and con- 
sciousness built into this universe. 
Playboy: Aren't most Christians able to 
reconcile their faith with science? 
Spong: Terms like reconcile and faith 
are giveaways that a person has located 
Christianity in some articulated past. 
Religion is a search for security, not a 
search for truth. We humans are hope- 
lessly religious. The issue is what the 
shape of that religion will be. 

Playboy: Would you advocate a theory of 
religious evolution? 

Spong: There is no such thing as "the 
faith once delivered to the saints." Every 
concept of God is a human creation. To 
be human is to sense there's something 
beyond you that you can't quite grasp. 
Playboy: Do you read the Book of Gene- 
sis as myth? As poetry? 

Spong: A bunch of it is tribal literature. 
Every religion starts with a favorite peo- 
ple. God is immoral in Genesis. Later 
God opens the Red Sea so he can drown 
Egyptians. God stops the sun in the sky 
so Joshua can kill more Amorites. That's 
Osama bin Laden's kind of religion. The 
prophets are the first people in the bib- 
lical tradition to transcend the tribal. 
Then Jesus, who comes out of that tra- 
dition, says, "Love your enemies." When 
you see God not as an external force but 
as the power that flows within every- 
thing, that's a profound concept. 


the end 
is near 


This is the way the world ends 
By John Leslie 


5 of philosophy at the 
Leslie is the author 


os, you would get a lifeless 
Universe. These characteristics are such 
lings as the early cosmic smoothness, 
e expansion rates in the early big bang, 
strengths of various forces—such as 
the relative strengths of electromagnet- 
ism, gravity, and the nuclear strong and 
weak forces—and the relative masses of 
| — Y^ 8/2 | |р ЫА EL Ma E US рапса Su as ers pro- 
| | ons and neutrons. There are two possi- 
a al V V | 8 а 8 a a | V | 8 | ( y ble explanations for this fine-tuning. One 
Evolution is still under siege 170 years after the voyage of The Beagle İS that a divine being or some sort of god 
By Richard Dawkins force selected this universe among a 
large number of possible universes and 
As holder о the\Charles Simonyi chair in the Public Understanding of Science at decided to create it. The other way of 
Oxford University, Dawkins is the world's most eminent evolutionary biologist. His dealing with it is to say there are a large 
latest book Is The Ancestor's Tale: A Pilgrimage to the Dawn of Evolution. number of universes with different char- 
Playboy: What is the origin of life? acteristics. If you have a large enough 
Dawkins: Nobody Was there to see, obviously. That's true of most evolutionary events, Number of these universes and they vary 
but the more recent ones have left plenty of traces to help us make inferences, as IN the characteristics that are suppos- 
a detective does оп arrival at a crime scene. More important, all the more recent Cdly in need of fine-tuning, then sooner 
evolutionary events took place under conditions broadly similar to those that persist ОГ later you'll have at least one universe 
today, This makes it easy to test ideas because we know the conditions under which OT possibly quite a few. But in only a 
things happened. Unfortunately the origin of life occurred under conditions radi- small proportion of the total will every- 
cally different from today's, largely because of changes wrought by living things thing come out suitably for the evolution 
themselves. For example, life began in the absence of free oxygen. Our oxygen-rich Of living beings. 
atmosphere is produced by plants and green bacteria. For all these reasons, nobody Observers are able to observe only if 
knows how life began. It's an area of active research, and several more or less plau- their surroundings are life supporting. 
sible theories have been proposed. So far none of these theories has pulled ahead | could not observe if | were in the cen- 
of the others, but I'm hopeful one will. Another possibility, which | find plausible, is ® of the sun, unless | were a peculiar 
that before long somebody will synthesize a new form of life in the laboratory. sort of being made of plasma. The man 


Playboy: Is any of this in question scientifically? Ene кадан ШО ШІН Я 
Dawkins: The details of how life began are most certainly in question scientifically. Brandon Carter. He simply stated in 


Of course the fact that life originated is not in question, nor is the rough date— the 1970s the obviously correct fact 
more than 3.5 billion years ago. that the universe we observe is able to 
Playboy: Why has the acceptance of Darwinism waned in the U.S.? support intelligent life, otherwise we 
Dawkins: It would be unfair to blame stupidity. The true explanation is more likely Wouldn't be here to observe it. Unfortu- 
massive ignorance and poor schooling. American schools don't teach biology prop- nately he said to an audience of scien- 
erly, and the cycle is repeated as political pressures born of prejudice against evo- tists that the universe we observe must 
lution further subvert scientific education. be one in which intelligent life is able to 
Playboy: In River Out of Eden you write, “The universe we observe has precisely the ОМ. What he meant by that word 
properties we should expect if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose, no evil must was that we are obviously Шаш 
and no good, nothing but blind, pitiless indifference.” This isn't what religionists VETSe where intelligent life is able to 
say. How could they come to this theory looking at the same things you see? evolve. aut at of people! look at nat 
Dawkins: Again, ignorance. Tragically few people are educated in evolutionary sci- Metis mici iMi Lue 
ence. That's demonstrated by the shocking fact that nearly half of all Americans 


in which life would evolve. A lot of peo- 
believe an obviously absurd falsehood: that the entire universe began some time н 
after the Middle Stone Age. ple grab the words anthropic principle to 


mean that God specifically designed the 
Playboy: You've written that atheism might have been logically tenable before Dar- universe so everything would come out 


win but that he made it possible to be an intellectually fulfilled atheist. If so, why right for it to be able to support life. 
15 atheism challenged more today than it was in Darwin's day? That's not what Carter intended. If, early 
Dawkins: First, religious beliefs are consoling. They (concluded on page 153) in the big bang, the way the forces of 
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nature turned out were a matter of apparent chance, this chance would be overruled 
by some special principle that would ensure the universe came to be one in which 
life would evolve. This special principle could be a god force. People assumed Carter 
was trying to say the universe had to be designed specifically for man, but he meant 
no such thing. He simply meant that intelligent living beings of whatever sort can 
exist only in a universe in which intelligent living beings could evolve. 

Playboy: Let's talk about the doomsday argument, which was also Carter's idea. 
Leslie: The anthropic principle could encourage the view that we are in a pecu- 
liar situation and the universe in which we exist is a peculiar one. The large 
majority of universes are ones in which life couldn't evolve. But obviously we're 
in the sort of universe where life did evolve; otherwise we wouldn't be discussing 
the subject. The doomsday argument is an application of the anthropic principle, 
taking into account the fact that, though 
observers might expect themselves to be in 
unusual situations, we shouldn't think of 
ourselves as particularly unusual among 
observers. My favorite example of this is 
the case mentioned by Stephen Hawking 
and Werner Israel, who said that black 
holes are thought to radiate particles ran- 
domly; ІҒ you had a large enough number 
of black holes, one of them would at any 
moment be radiating somebody just like 
Charles Darwin—a being whose particles 
were all exactly situated as Darwin's parti- 
cles were at a particular moment. It would 
come flying out of the black hole just by 
chance. Just as if you had a sufficient 
number of monkeys—trillions of them— 
typing on typewriters, one of them would 
type the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Ours is known to be a very big universe, 
and maybe at this moment people like Dar- 
win are flying out of black holes. But this 
would be an unusual situation. Even sup- 
porters of the anthropic principle would 
want to see themselves in the usual situa- 
tions rather than in less usual ones. If you 
had forgotten where you were born, you 
might ask yourself, Was it in Little Puddle, 
or was it in London? Little Puddle has 15 
people, while London has several million. More people are born in London than in 
Little Puddle, so you should bet you were born in London, given those alternatives. 
Playboy: Okay, but how does that apply to the doomsday argument? 

Leslie: The argument is controversial, but | think it makes you much more pes- 
simistic about the future of the human race. Certainly you shouldn't be immensely 
confident that the human race is going to have a long future, because this would 
be saying you're in the one-in-a-trillion situation instead of in the more normal one. 
When we come to consider our place in human population history, are we unusually 
situated in the temporal spread of the human race? Are we likely to be among the 
first trillion humans who will have existed? Or should we (concluded on page 157) 


"The more the universe 
seems comprehensible, 
the more it also seems 
pointless. But if there is 
no solace in the fruits 

of our research, there is 
at least some consola- 
tion in the research itself. 
Men and women are 

not content to comfort 
themselves with tales 

of gods and giants or to 
confine their thoughts 
to the daily affairs of life. 
The effort to understand 
the universe is one of 
the very few things that 
lift human life a little 
above the level of farce 
and give it some of 

the grace of tragedy." 


—Steven Weinberg, The First Three Minutes 


why 
bother 
with 
science? 


Your dog could tell you why 
By Julia Sweeney 


For 40 years | ignored science. | thought 
science was a set of miscellaneous 
Obscure facts about things like black 
holes and quarks and ages of places like 
the universe. All incomprehensible, 
remote and full of abstract concepts. All 
things that would be interesting if you 
were a person who was interested in 
those things. Which | wasn't. 

1 tried to be, honest. It was just 
S0...boring. The word science conjured 
images of chemistry experiments and 
laughing preteen boys using the lab to 
make things that smelled like someone 
had passed gas. And scientists made 
me think of geeky guys in lab coats who 
couldn't get in touch with their feelings, 
who needed to be opened up by some- 
one like...me, a person who had free 
access to her feelings all the time and 
wasn't afraid to show them. 

It took me a while, but | discovered | 
was wrong. There's something wonderful 
about learning science, even if you're not 
a scientist. Here's why: Your life becomes 
much easier, fuller and less expensive 
(and | mean expensive іп all the ways it 
can be expensive, not just monetarily), 
and if you don't bother with science you'll 
never get the whole experience of being 
human. On the other hand, | can't say 
that bothering with science will make you 
happier or less depressed. Still, there's a 
lot to be said for science, and besides, | 
personally think happiness is overrated. 

So 500 million protons can fit in the 
space of a dot the size of the period at the 
end of this sentence. And the earth is 4.5 
billion years old, and black holes may or 
may not obliterate everything that falls 
into them, and there's an Oort cloud—like 
a garbage dump of extra bits and bob- 
bles—surrounding our solar system, com- 
posed of leftover debris from when the 
planets were formed. And why on earth 
would it make any difference to anyone 
to know this? Paying attention to science 
provides you with two great things. 

One is all the information we as hu- 
man beings living at this moment can 
access, the result of centuries of scien- 
tific reasoning and experimentation— 
huge amounts of information that took 
people a lot of time, pain, diligence, suf- 
fering and (concluded on page 154) 


“There's nothing to do in this damn town but have sex.” 


The controversial 
star of The Amazing 
Race sheds 

her gear and 
reflects on her 
experience 


By Michael Schneider 


e're used to seeing 
Playmates become 
TV stars, from Pam 
Anderson on Bay- 
watch to Jenny McCarthy on Sin- 
gled Out, but one of our favorite 
Centerfolds, Victoria Fuller, has 
taken a most unlikely route to 
becoming a household name. 
The Playmate turned profes- 
sional artist joined with her hus- 
band, Jonathan, a handsome 
42-year-old writer, producer and 
day-spa owner, to take part in 
The Amazing Race 6, probably 
the most critically acclaimed 
reality show on TV. The couple 
signed on for the adventure and 
the chance to win $1 million 
Instead they became the show's 
Stars—but not necessarily for rea- 
sons they would have wanted. 

While Victoria's genuine 
sweetness won over rivals and 
viewers almost from the outset, 
the intensely competitive 
Jonathan was so focused on 
winning that he was seen as 
more insistent and overbearing 
than the other contestants. From 
the start he was mentioned in 
the same breath as Survivor's 
Richard Hatch and The Appren- 
tice's Omarosa Manigault- 
Stallworth, whose unvarnished 
personalities had riveted view- 
ers, for better or worse. 

But then, in the season's fifth 
episode, came the moment now 
known as the Shove. Even in a 
genre in which extreme behav- 
ior is the norm, this act reached 
new heights. The couple, who 
were holding on to second 
place in the show's pressure- 
filled globe-trotting competition, 
were about to win the next leg 
of the race. Mere yards from the 
finish line in Berlin, Jonathan, in 
full sprint, shed his backpack in 
an attempt to gain an edge. Vic- 
toria, fearing the pack would be 
stolen, grabbed it. As she strug- 
gled with the extra weight, 
another couple overtook Victo- 
ria and Jonathan and won 
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Readers who recall Victoria's 
appearance as Miss January 
1996 (below) will be delight- 
ed to see that she remains as 
alluring as ever. Victoria and 
her husband, Jonathan (op- 
posite page and above, prior 
to the commencement of the 
race in Chicago), had high 
hopes of success when they 
embarked on The Amazing 
Race, but the pressure of 
competition and the stress of 
being constantly on camera, 
together with Jonathan's 
competitive nature, proved to 
be a combustible combina- 
tion. Though the couple did 
not win, they managed to 
strengthen their relationship. 
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Many of the photos іп this pictorial feature Victoria with her art. "I'm inspired by the graphic punch of a Warhol Marilyn or a Peter Max 
Statue of Liberty,” she says. "I love pop art because it makes the viewer question what's real and what's fantasy.” Victoria, who has a 
nonexclusive license to use the Rabbit Head logo and Bunny costume in her paintings, calls her work “a retrospective of being a Playmate.” 


The rivals. 


— Running for шам. 
BLUE LINE TRAIN #1 


“We didn't go in thinking we'd be Ozzie and Harriet,” says Victoria, 
“but we came off like Ozzy and Sharon. We put a lot 
of pressure on ourselves to win, and that was our downfall." 


Buoy searching. қ ! - 2 | > 
JA << T 


JONA NE стоя 
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At that instant Jonathan lost it. Shouting, “How could you do that?” he shoved Victoria, 
who stumbled, barely keeping her feet. “Jon, stop it!” she wailed. She left in tears. 

The couple had crossed the line a close second, but they'd also crossed the line in 
another way. Taciturn host Phil Keoghan, who rarely editorializes on the show, told 
Jonathan, “I think you probably should go and talk to Victoria.” Viewers’ feelings were 
as plain as the writing on the TV message boards. They labeled him “а scumbag" and 
“deplorable” and called for his disqualification. Bertram van Munster, the show's exec- 
utive producer and creator, lectured Jonathan, something virtually unprecedented in 
reality-TV land. 71 told him his behavior had to stop immediately," Van Munster says. 

Acting out on national TV was hardly what Victoria and Jonathan had in mind when 
they applied to be contestants. The thought of winning the million-dollar grand prize 
was appealing, but the reason the couple applied, as they wrote on the program's 
website, was to get their relationship "on track after many grueling discussions about 
starting a family that have taken a toll on our marriage." 

"We didn't go in thinking we'd be Ozzie and Harriet," Victoria says, "but we came 
off like Ozzy and Sharon. We were mentally and physically ready, but we put a lot of 
pressure on ourselves to win, and that was our downfall.” 

For the uninitiated, The Amazing Race takes 11 pairs of (concluded on page 157) 


See Victorio's original Playmate pictorial at cyber.playboy.com. 
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Sing h (continued from page 66) 


Simplicity is valued by scientists when it comes to the- 
ories, and the big bang model is surprisingly simple. 


big bang some 14 billion years ago? How 
do we know that today's universe ex- 
panded from a hot, dense, compact state? 
Here are 10 cast-iron reasons why cos- 
mologists believe in the big bang. 


(1) THE UNIVERSE IS EXPANDING 


In 1929 Edwin Hubble at Mount Wilson 
Observatory in California showed that 
every distant galaxy was racing away 
from every other galaxy exactly as you 
would expect if the universe had started 
with a big bang. Galaxies fly apart like 
debris from an explosion. Take note, 
however, that the galaxies are not flying 
through space. They are flying along 
with space because space itself is expand- 
ing in the wake of the big bang. How 
do we know the universe is expanding? 
Each galaxy emits light with a particular 
set of wavelengths or colors. The expan- 
sion of space stretches the waves so that 
they're longer than expected, making 
the galaxies seem redder because red is 
at the longer end of the wavelength 
spectrum. This so-called red shift is 
greater for more distant galaxies because 
the intervening space between us and 
them has stretched to a greater extent. 


(2) DIFFERENT TYPES OF GALAXIES AT 
DIFFERENT DISTANCES 


The big bang suggests that the universe 
has evolved from a hot, dense state into 
today’s universe. It would have been 
populated by different types of galaxies 
as it matured, starting with fresh-faced 
baby galaxies and ending with more dis- 
tinguished, elderly galaxies such as our 
own Milky Way. Early galaxies would 
have had a different shape, size and 
composition compared with later galax- 
ies. The big bang is vindicated because, 
by looking far away, we still see the 
young galaxies that populated the ear- 
lier universe. These galaxies no longer 
exist but are visible because it takes bil- 
lions of years for light from distant galax- 
ies to reach us. In other words, we see 
distant galaxies as they were billions of 
years ago. Sure enough, the distant (or 
early) galaxies look different from our 
neighboring (or modern) galaxies. For 
example, quasars are a type of baby 
galaxy, and they are found only in the 
most remote parts of the universe. 


(3) THE ORIGIN OF HELIUM 
The big bang model can suggest how 
temperature and density developed in 


the early universe. The first few minutes 
would have been ideal for nuclear 


fusion. Indeed, many of the original 
hydrogen nuclei would have fused into 
helium, and the big bang model indi- 
cates that today’s universe should con- 
tain hydrogen and helium in the ratio of 
roughly three to one. When you look at 
the galaxies, roughly three quarters of 
the mass is hydrogen and one quarter 
is helium. This prediction was published 
in a 1948 paper written by George 
Gamow and Ralph Alpher, but Gamow 
added his friend Hans Bethe to the 
paper's list of authors. He liked the idea 
ofa paper by Alpher, Bethe and Gamow, 
a pun on the Greek letters alpha, beta 
and gamma. Although the heat of the 
big bang was also responsible for syn- 
thesizing other light elements, it did 
not create the heavier elements. These 
elements were formed by nuclear reac- 
tions within various types of stars during 
different phases of their lives and deaths. 
When stars die they throw these ele- 
ments out into space to form new stars, 
planets and everything else. So we might 
like to think of ourselves as stardust— 
or nuclear waste if you're less romantic. 


(4) THE AFTERGLOW OF THE BIG BANG 


Gamow and Alpher, working alongside 
Robert Herman, made a second pre- 
diction in the late 1940s. They argued 
that the big bang would have released 
a blast of radiation and predicted this 
radiation should still exist today in the 
form of microwaves throughout the 
universe. Unfortunately nobody both- 
ered to check this basic test for the big 
bang model, partly because of limita- 
tions in technology and partly because 
few scientists at the time believed in a 
moment of creation. In 1964, however, 
Robert Wilson and Arno Penzias at Bell 
Labs in New Jersey were pointing a 
radio detector toward the sky and noted 
an annoying microwave noise. They 
suspected it was caused by a “white 
dielectric material” deposited on the 
detector by a pair of pigeons, but the 
microwaves persisted even after a clean- 
ing. In the end they realized they had 
accidentally discovered the afterglow of 
the big bang. This is an example of 
pure serendipity, namely discovering 
something wonderful by chance. An 
alternative definition of serendipity is 
looking for a needle in a haystack and 
finding the farmer's daughter. 


(5) THE BIG BANG IS SIMPLE 


This may not seem like the most con- 
vincing evidence to support the big 


bang, but simplicity is valued by scien- 
tists when it comes to theories, and the 
big bang model is surprisingly simple. 
Simplicity is important because the 
world appears to operate according to 
simple rules, such as Einstein's equation 
E-mc?, which encapsulates the rela- 
tionship between matter and energy. 
When models become complicated, 
they are probably wrong. For exam- 
ple, the Greek astronomer Ptolemy pos- 
tulated that the sun orbits the earth. His 
model also involved several fabricated 
and spurious orbits in order to make 
sense of the night sky, which made the 
model inordinately complex. These ad 
hoc orbits were necessary to patch up 
a fundamentally flawed model. The 
importance of simplicity was proposed 
by William of Occam, a 14th century 
English theologian who stated the prin- 
ciple of Occam's razor. This argues that 
if there are two competing theories, 
with other things being equal, the sim- 
pler one is more likely to be correct. 
Doctors rely on Occam's razor when 
diagnosing a patient, and medical stu- 
dents are advised, “When you hear 
hoofbeats, think horses, not zebras.” 


(6) THE BIG BANG IS BEAUTIFUL 


For some reason, beautiful theories are 
often accurate. Beauty in any context is 
hard to define, but we all know it when 
we see it, and there is consensus on the 
concept of beauty in science. Perhaps it 
has evolved through experience, so 
that whatever set of qualities can be 
ascribed to theories that turn out to be 
true becomes the definition of beauty 
and an indicator of truth for new ideas. 
“When I'm working on a problem,” 
said R. Buckminster Fuller, “I never 
think about beauty. I think only about 
how to solve the problem. But when I 
have finished, if the solution is not 
beautiful I know it is wrong.” Perhaps 
this is a slight exaggeration, because 
reality is the ultimate test for a theory, 
so ugly theories can sometimes be 
right and beautiful theories can some- 
times be wrong. As Thomas Huxley 
observed, “The great tragedy of sci- 
ence: the slaying of a beautiful hypoth- 
esis by an ugly fact.” 


(7) OLBERS'S PARADOX 


In 1823, when many scientists assumed 
the universe was infinite and eternal, 
German astronomer Wilhelm Olbers 
wondered why the night sky was not 
ablaze with starlight. In essence, an infi- 
nite universe would contain an infinite 
number of stars, and if the universe were 
infinitely old then this would have 
allowed enough time for an infinite 
amount of light to reach us. The obvious 
lack of this infinite light from space is 
known as Olbers's paradox. There are 

(continued on page 151) 


"I'm looking for a body...any body!” 
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cloudy Saturday morning. April showers have lingered into May, and your girl is giving you that look—that 
pouty, sexy, be-my-prince look. No problem. A quick check of the Weather Channel and you're on your way to 
the airport. You motor directly to the aircraft door and throw your keys to a parking attendant. A movie and a 
romantic interlude later and Customs is waiting for you on the tarmac. A limo idles nearby. Welcome to Florence. 
Tonight it's dinner near the Duomo, and tomorrow you'll hit the Italian Riviera for a swim. Her look confirms 
it: You are a prince. е If you've never lost that little-kid fascination with planes and adventure but are sick of the Transporta- 
tion Security Administration making you take off your.shoes, then private jets—to buy or charter—are the answer to the ques- 
tion you never thought to ask. The industry is coming out with a new breed of aircraft that achieves heights, distances and 
comforts inconceivable a few years ago. King-size bed? Check. Ethernet? Check. Shower? Of course. These yachts of the sky 


Now boarding: your very own fully furnished, cutti 


provide the ultimate in speed and convenience. They save time by allowing you to fly into small airports that cater to guys 
like you who don't wish to spend half their vacation waiting in lines. They supply a level of in-flight luxury on a par with a 
night at a four-star hotel. And as for safety, the old adage is true: You're safer flying to Tasmania than you are driving your 
car to work. The following fleet of jets represents the pinnacle of what's out there now (one is new to market this month). Some 
are capable of hurtling nonstop from New York to Tokyo or from Los Angeles to Moscow. At 51,000 feet, far above the turbu- 
lence and the Travelocity masses, you can actually see the curvature of the earth from the window. Don't have the cash to buy 
one outright? You can charter a jet for as little as $2,500 an hour (try L.A.-based Petersen Aviation at petersenaviation.com). 
It's not cheap, but neither is your time. * As morning falls on the historic streets of Florence, your travel companion rolls into 
your arms, a mischievous grin arching across her face. “You know what I’m in the mood for?” she asks. “Paella.” 
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the master room with Hermés blankets and pillows. (We 
photographed Marciano's BBJ, shown on the opening spread 
and here, with the exception of the shot at top left, which is 
of another BBJ. ry in your town? You can charter 
Marciano's plane for a mere $8,500 an hour (Clay Lacy Avi 
ation, 818-989-2900), then sip caipirinhas with some friends 
all the way to Rio de Janeiro's Copacabana Palace (it'll 
ош about 10 hour: there, nonstop of course) 
That fee includes a full staff—three flight attendants and 
e pilots. Order w 
jano set up his jet 
but depending on 
configuration, a BBJ can seat up to 60. “It is the ulti 
mate toy,” Marciano says giddily. Coming from a guy who 
has a fleet of supercars in his that’s quite a review. 
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The Boeing Business Jet—essentially a private version of a 
Boeing 737—is the largest luxury jet you can buy or charter, 
with enough cabin space (807 диаг act) for a 
game of touch football. For $44.5 million you get the aircraft 
without any interior fittings, completely empty. Buyers can 
then deck it er the 5 u ike French 
fa: magnate Georges Marciano, ounded Guess and 
designed his BBJ’s interior himself, you'll pimp the ride 
another $10 million—gorgeous leathe otic woods, twi 
sound ms, auto-sliding shades, three 42-inch flat-screen 
TVs, luxe couches and chairs, two foldout beds and a king in 
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Go ahead, say it. Slide the short syllables around in your mouth: 
Mach .89. That's how fast the Global 5000's two Rolls-Royce 
turbofan engines will thrust this jet through the skies on your way 
from a boring business meeting in Boston to Amsterdam's beckon 
ing rowdiness. That means you're headed to a party at nearly the 
speed of sound. Count on arriving early. The Global 5000 re 
sents the latest in technology, design and performance from Bom 
bardier, the Quebec-based aviation powerhouse. The jet's wings 
back stance and sharp bullet nose make it look like a 97-foot-long 
bird of prey, and those wings are specially desigi to handle the 
Flash Gordon speeds. With the plane's impressive range of 4,800 
nautical miles while carrying the weight of eight to 19 passengers 
along with a crew of th transatlantic nonstop is over before you 
want it to be. You'll have 294 luxurious square feet to play with 
(that's more than some Manhattan apartments). Say you have 


work to do before you land. You can spread out in the main cabin, 
which ired for e-mail or web browsing and has a printer- 
scan and just about anything else you'd like to hook up. 
You'll have four satellite phones at your fingers, enabling you to 
trade stocks in Boston and make dinner reservations at Amster 
dam's Supperclub at the same time. Meanwhile your date for the 
weekend can sip Veuve Clicquot in a buttery leather seat in the aft 
galley with her own independent stereo system and temperature 
control, waiting not entirely patiently for you to initiate her into the 
mile high club. Congratulations—you have just redefined traveling 
yle. The price tag on the Global 5000 is a bargain compared 
more expensive competitors. The first planes are just now 
rolling out of the factory, so they’re tough to charter, but you can 
purchase a new one for $33.5 million (bombardier.com). 
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The American-made Gulfstream is the foremost object of desire among 
masters of the universe, a superjet with the luxury of a Bentley and” 
the attitude of a Ferrari. Steve Jobs owns-a Gulfstream. Mark Cuban 
does too. Scientists at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration chase down storms in one. It's got goodies your pilot will dig 
(something about being áble to see through clouds), but let's be honest: 
What you care about is the jealousy of colleagues and the lust of the 
ladies. The plane has a range of 6,750 miles, a ceiling of 51,000 feet 
and a coolness rating of 10. You can circumnavigate the globe, stop- 
ping only once, and you can do it quickly (top speed: Mach .885). It has 
the latest entertainment systems, holds up to 19 passengers and is fully 
customizable, so you can max out the interior with a master bedroom, 
a shower and a galley. You can charter a G550 for $8,000 an hour at 
bluestarjets.com or buy one new for $45.75 million (gulfstream.com). 
Feel free to have your portrait painted on the fuselage. 
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DONT BE FOOLED BY THEIR HEDONISTIC FACADE. THE 
HILTON SISTERS LIVE A SECRET LIFE -AS SUPERHEROES / 


POOLSIDE Ar THE HARD ROCK HOTEL, LAS VEGAS... 


WE INTERRUPT THIS PROGRAM FOR A SPECIAL REPORT. 
ews TS THE PEOPLE'S CHOICE AWARDS JUSTANNOUNCED THAT 
У THIS YEAR'S LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WILL GO 
To JESSICA SIMPSON . 
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AIN'T You ON а 1 CAN ВЕ MARRIED WHEN (м DEAD? 7) 
YER HONEYMOON? $ ІШІ? WE HILTONIS DON'T MISS A PARTY ! 
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CODE ORANGE, МИСКУ . A IT MEANS THIS YEAR, THE 
| JUST DNA-TESTED V HILTON SISTERS ARE, 
JESSICA SIMPSONS LOOSE CRASHING THE PEOPLES 

HAIR FOLLICLES — CHOICE AWARDS / 


THIS SIMPSON CHICK MAY ВЕ CUR MOST 
POWERFUL FOE YET! 
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| GET DIBS ON NICK LACHEY.) 
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THOSE HOT HEIRESSES JUST 
SAVED AMERICAS YouTH | 
WHO ARE THEY ? 
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POWERFUL WEAFON KNOWN 
و‎ НАМ: 


NOT SO FAST, YOU 
LIP-SYNCHING SLUT / 


GIRLS, WHERE YOU BEEN AT? 
You MISSED THE PEOPLE'S 
CHOICEAWARDS, YO ! 


NO WAY, P.DIDDY ! WHO WON 


THE HILTON SISTERS, 
OFCOURSE / 


BY JASON BUHRMESTER 
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VITALI KLITSCHKO 


THE ONLY HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMP WITH A PH.D. TALKS ABOUT 
BRINGING DEMOCRACY TO THE UKRAINE, PONDERS HIS NEXT BOUT AND 
EXPLAINS WHY BOXING IS LIKE CHESS 


01 
PLAYBOY: Your father was a Soviet heli- 
copter pilot. What was growing up оп 
Soviet military bases like 
KLITSCHKO: It was hard on my mother 
and father. My father would come home 
with a new task and tell my mother, 
“ГІ call you in a month and let you 
know where you need to go.” My moth- 
er would have to pack all our things and 
drive us to a new base. But for us chil- 


dren it was easy. There were new bases, 
new environments, new friends and new 
schools. One base was in the desert. The 
next was in the deep forest. One base 
was close to a Soviet space facility, so we 
got to watch a lot of the rocket launches. 
It was always interesting. 


ог 

PLAYBOY: Did being the new guy іп 
school lead to many fights? 
KLITSCHKO: І changed schools seven 
times. I'd come home with a bloody nose 
and black eyes. Then I learned to defend 
myself. That's not why I went into box- 
ing, though. This was just life. You had 
to be smart and learn to make conne 
tions and friends fast. You had to estab- 
lish your position quickly. 


оз 
PLAYBOY: If you didn't go into boxing го 
learn to defend yourself, why did you? 


KLITSCHKO: I started boxing when I 
was 12 or 13. Then I went to karate, to 
kickboxing and back to boxing. The 
military base I was on when I started 
was in the desert. There was nothing 
else to do. There were no toys for chil- 
dren, so the adults kept us busy. Every 
base had activities. Some had go-karts, 
some had photography, but every base 
had boxing. 


Qu 

PLAYBOY: Do your parents ever watch 
your fights? 

KLITSCHKO: A long time ago they did, 
but now I forbid it. When I was 21 
years old I went to Norwich, England 
for a kickboxing championship. The 
guy I fought was from Norwich, and 
this big arena was full of everyone who 
knew him. His family—mother, father, 
wife, children—was in the first row. I 
knocked him out, and he fell right in 
front of them. I could see the pain in 
the eyes of his parents and his wife. I 
know it's a hard sport, but I never want 
to bring that pain to my parents. So 1 
told them no one could come to my 
fights. I don't need that emotional 
pressure. My wife is the one person 
who comes. I forbid her to, but she tells 
buy a ticket anyway. I can't 
stop her. I don't stand a chance. It's one 
fight I always lose. 


me she'll 


05 

PLAYBOY: What did you think of the 
United States back then? 

KLITSCHKO: All the information they 
gave us on the U.S. was about how it 
was a bad country with bad people who 
wanted to kill us. When we were chil- 
dren we watched anti-American car- 
toons. Most professional boxing was 
banned in the Soviet Union, but the 
government would sometimes show 
Muhammad Ali fights. When Ali 
protested the war in Vietnam they began 
allowing information on him—they 


tried to use his movement for peace as a 
tool against the U.S. government. We 
thought it was a horrible country, and 
we were told to be happy we were lucky 
enough to be born in the Soviet Union. 

Then in 1989, when I was 18, I went 
to the U.S. for the first time for a kick- 
boxing tournament. I was terrified. I 
was in Florida. I went to Disney World 
and stood there with my mouth hanging 
open. I couldn’t understand it. This 
wasn’t the country they’d taught me 
about. When I got home I told my father, 
“Nothing is true. All the information on 
TV and in the newspaper is a lie. We 
have been brainwashed.” 


os 
PLAYBOY: Did you bring anything back 
from the U.S.? (continued on page 144) 
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Big League Blues 


IF YOU LIVE IN A MAJOR MARKET, YOU'RE IN FOR A GREAT SEASON. 


IF YOU DON'T, NEXT YEAR WON'T BE MUCH BETTER 


By Tracy Ringolsby 


t was hard enough for George Steinbrenner to stomach the Diamondbacks 
ending his team's three-year championship run in 2001. But to see his club 
not even get to the World Series in two of the next thre To watch the 
Red Sox not only win the Series—their first title since World War I—but ad- 
vance with an upset of his Bronx Bombers, who became the first team in 
aseball history to blow a 3-0 lead in a best-of-seven series? 

t's just say last October didn't sit well with the Boss,” says a Yankees 
executive. So Steinbrenner did what he does best. He wrote checks. There 
however, a method to King George's madness. The Yankees won in the 
1990s with pitching. If they were to win again in the new century, they would need 
to put pitching back in place. But by the time Steinbrenner had signed pitchers 
Carl Pavano and Jaret Wright and traded for Randy Johnson, he'd compiled base- 
ball's first $200 million-plus payroll. Hell, the Yankees' payroll tax alone is roughly 
$30 million—higher than the total 2004 payrolls of Tampa Bay and Milwaukee. 

Parity? Not anymore. Yes, small-market Minnesota has won three straight division 
titles, but the Twins haven't been to a World Series since 1991. This isn't just a finan- 
cial issue but a geographic one. In the first decade of three-division play, St. Louis 
was the only NL Central team to make it to the Series. Cleveland got there twice, but 
no other AL Central team did. Eight of the 10 Series winners came from the East, 
including the Yankees four times, Florida twice and Boston and Atlanta once apiece. 
Arizona, in 2001, and Anaheim, in 2002, were the only exceptions. But there's noth- 
ing illicit about what teams back east do. They just win, baby—something we expect 
a team out west, the Giants, to do quite a bit this season as Barry Bonds inches 
toward Hank Aaron's home run record amid steroid questions that popped up dur- 
ing grand jury testimony about a Bay Area performance-enhancement firm. 

There will be plenty to cheer about, particularly in the nation's capital, where 
baseball is back. After two nomadic seasons the Montreal Expos are no mor 
They are now the Washington Nationals, a third chance for that city to show it can 
support a team. Hey, there is hope: At least they're still on the right coast 


The New General Managers 


By Chris Kahrl After steroids and salaries, 
the hot topic in baseball is the number crunchers. 
Michael Lewis's Moneyball kicked off a de- 
bate about whether a general manager should 
evaluate players through traditional scouting 
or by performance analysis. 

On the one hand you have scouts who rely on 
player-evaluation methods almost as old as Cap 
Anson. They employ the same standardized 
grading systems that have been used to evalu- 
ate players since the 1960s. On the other hand 
you have a generation of statheads raised on 
the theories of statistical heroes such as Bill 
James and Pete Palmer. 

General managers today rely on both ap- 
proaches, Despite what you hear in the media, 
there isn't really a debate between these two 
schools, not in the sense that one side is right and 
the other is wrong. Any respectable stathead will 
admit that the numbers can tell you only so much, 
that data can answer only specific questions. 
Any scout worth his salt will tell you his methods 
answer different questions, that players develop. 
in a way no scout can anticipate. Today's smart 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY JAMES IMBROGNO 


GMs take basic scouting information about a 
pitcher's mechanics, a hitter's swing or a player's 
foot speed and integrate it with whatever insight 
the data can provide. Statistical analysis isn't 
about replacing scouting; it's about gaining a 
competitive advantage over an opponent. 

Further evidence that the debate is overdone 
is that many of the approaches Jamesians take 
to player analysis echo ideas that John McGraw, 
Branch Rickey and Earl Weaver used to build 
winning ball clubs: Score runs by getting people 
on base; don't overcommit to aging talent; man- 
age the pitching staff effectively. 

So which franchises in today's game get a 
leg up on the competition by doing their home- 
work? Billy Beane's Oakland A's might be the top 
performance-analysis franchise, and not just be- 
cause of the facts Lewis presents in his book. Year 
after year Oakland avoids little ball—the running 
game, for example, and sacrifice bunting, both 
of which give the opponent free outs. The work- 
load of starting pitchers is monitored throughout 
the organization, from the lowest rung of the mi- 
nors to the majors. (concluded on page 146) 


WORLD CHAMPIONS: 
GIANTS 
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1. New York Yankees 


Ф Last season: 101-61. First 
place, lost to Boston in the 
ALCS. The Yankees have won at least 
100 games in each of the past three sea- 
sons but have no championships to 
show for it. Before that the Yanks won 
titles in 11 of the 15 seasons in which 
they hit the century mark. 
Off-season focus: Realizing that the 
common denominator of their champi- 
onship seasons was a dominant pitch- 
ing staff, the Yankees used George 
Steinbrenner's lucre to revamp the ro- 
tation. Kevin Brown and Mike Mussina 
remain, but they'll be joined by new- 
comers Randy Johnson, Carl Pavano 
and Jaret Wright. 
In-season prognosis: The roster has 
few obvious holes, but what do you 
expect from a team with a payroll of 
more than $200 million? What re- 
mains to be seen is how Jason Giambi 
will come back. If he's healthy, the 
lineup will be potent. If he doesn't re- 
turn to form and Bernie Williams 
winds up as the designated hitter, the 
Yanks may have to go with Hideki 
Matsui in center field, which will have 
them wondering why they unloaded 
Kenny Lofton so quickly. 
Welcome to town: The Big Unit is actu- 


Playboys All-Star Slee 


Anybody can tab Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens as All-Stars, but 


ally a New York kind of guy. He'll 
thrive in the spotlight. 


2. Boston Red Sox 


Last season: 98-64. Second 
place, three games out of 
first. The Red Sox earned the AL wild 
card and won their first World Series 
since 1918. Boston's 68 stolen bases 
were the fewest by a title team since 
Baltimore's 61 in 1983. 

Off-season focus: Coming off their first 
championship in 86 
years, the Red Sox re- 
vamped their pitching 
staff, allowing their top 
two starters, Pedro Mar- 
tinez and Derek Lowe, to 
leave as free agents and 
replacing them with Matt » 
Clement and David Wells. 
Boston also rolled the 


first team in history to overcome an 0-3 
deficit in a best-of-seven series by 
knocking off New York in the ALCS. 
They can match up offensively, with the 
likes of Johnny Damon, Manny 
Ramirez, David Ortiz, Trot Nixon and 
newcomer Edgar Renteria, but pitch- 
ing is what wins short series. 

Welcome to town: Wells was once a Red 
Sox antagonist, having pitched for the 
Yankees and making no secret of his 
adoration of Babe Ruth. 


Lou Piniella played in four World Series with the 
Yankees. He managed Cincinnati to a World Series 
title in 1990 and guided Seattle to its first four post- 
season appearances. Now he's trying to create a 
winner in Tampa Bay. 

0: Have two seasons with the Devil Rays tempered 
your emotions? 

A: I've leamed to slow down. It's a tougher division, 


dice on the health of oft- 
ailing starter Wade Miller 
and reliever Matt Mantei. 
In-season prognosis: The 
Red Sox will be hard- 
pressed to catch the Yan- 
kees over 162 games, 
though they did give 
them something to think 


and we have less payroll. It takes more patience. 

Q: What's different from Seattle? 

A: We had players in Seattle ready for the next step. In Tampa we 
look at the farm system first. And we have those two Goliaths, the 
Yankees and the Red Sox, in our division. Last year we were 9-29 
against those two, and we were .500 against everyone else. 

0: Any predictions for this year? 

A: | made a mistake last year in saying we'd get out of the cellar, but 
we did it. No predictions this year. We're just going to play hard. 


about by becoming the 


ers 


we'll stack this lineup against any in the majors 


LF: Adam Duna, Reds ” 


CF: Vernon Wells, 


H Blue Jays 


Chad Cordero, 
Nationals 


Victor Martinez, 
Indians 


Justin 
Momeau, 
Twins 


Travis Hafner, 
Indians 


3. Baltimore Orioles 


Last season: 78-84. Third 
place, 23 games out. The O's 
have gone seven consecutive seasons 
without a winning record for the first 
e since they had 14 straight winless 
campaigns from 1946 through 1959. 
Off-season focus: Baltimore swung 
and missed at free agents Carl Pavano, 
Richie Sexson and Carlos Delgado, 
among others, but finally made an off- 
season splash with the acquisition of 
Sammy Sosa from the Cubs. Question: 
How does that help a young pitching 
staff that couldn't benefit from one of 
the league's best offenses in 2004? 
In-season prognosis: It won't be pretty. 
The Orioles have no hope of making 
the playoffs, and owner Peter Angelos 
isn't happy about the transformation of 
the Montreal Expos into the Washing- 
ton Nationals, whom he thinks will 
infringe on his fan base. That means 
uneasy times for manager Lee Mazzilli, 
executive vice president Jim Beattie 
and vice president Mike Flanagan, 
each of whom is in the final year of his 
guaranteed contract. 

Welcome to town: Sosa had to go some- 
where; he was no longer welcome at 
Wrigley Field. He will definitely enjoy 
the power alleys at Camden Yards. 


EEA 4. Tampa Bay Devil Rays 


Î Last season: 70-91. Fourth 
place, 30% games out of first. 

The Devil Rays climbed out of the 
basement for the first time in their 
seven-year history. 
Off-season focus: The original plan 
was to upgrade the rotation, but when 
free agent prices got out of hand, the 
Devil Rays, who live on a limited bud- 
get, had to scrap that idea. ey 
stead tried to add offense, which 
became critical when center fielder 
Rocco Baldelli tore up his knee, re- 
quiring surgery that will sideline him 
until at | midseason. The acquisi- 
tions of third baseman Alex Gonzalez, 
outfielder Danny Bautista and desig- 
nated hitter Josh Phelps won't make 
up for the loss. 
In-season prognosis: The Devil Rays 
have no reason to think their fortunes 
will turn. While the rest of the division 
spends money, Tampa Bay has limited 
financial flexibility, and that's not likely 
to change in the near future. 
Welcome to town: The trade with the 
Mets that netted southpaw Scott 


Kazmir for sore-armed Victor Zambra- 
no was a steal. Kazmir is rotation ready. 


Last season: s 
place, 33% games out. After 
having five managers in their first 21 
seasons, the Blue Jays have had six 
since Cito Gaston was dumped in the 
final week of the 1997 season. 
Off-season focus: The Jays had money 
to spend after they bid adieu to Carlos 
Delgado and his $19 million salary, but 
other than third baseman Corey 
Koskie they couldn't lure a prime free 
agent north of the border. After its pur- 
chase of SkyDome, ownership an- 
nounced in February its plan to spend 
$210 million on payroll over the next 
three seasons. The news came too late 
to make a difference for this year. 
In-season prognosis: There's no rea- 
son to think the Blue Jays won't finish 
better than last place. They lost their 
prime offensive player (Delgado) and 
didn't do enough to improve their 
starting pitching or their bullpen. But 
they'll be strong at the corners. With 
the additions of Koskie and Shea Hil- 
lenbrand the Jays have four similar 
players—Eric Hinske and Frank Cata- 
lanotto are the others—to vie for play- 
ing time at first, third and DH. 
Welcome to town: Reliever Billy Koch 
returns to where he began his career, 
but he's no longer the late-inning cinch 
he once was. 


1. Minnesota Twins 


Last season: 92-70. First 
place, lost to the Yankees in 
the AL Division Series. They led the 
major leagues with 28 games won in 
their final at bat. 

Off-season focus: The Twins contin- 
ued to make difficult de- 
cisions in order to bal- 
ance their checkbook. 
"They passed on re-signing 
shortstop Cristian Guz- 
man when his price tag 
got too high and said has- 
ta la vista to third base- 
man Corey Koskie, whose 
durability was a con- 
cern. Michael Cuddyer 
will take over for Koskie, 
while rookie Jason Bart- 
lett will get the first 
chance to replace Guz- 
man at short. 
In-season prognosis: 
They have won three 
straight division titles 
and have the pieces in 
place for a fourth. They 
were able to keep their 
outfield intact, have a solid rotation an- 
chored by blossoming lefty Johan San- 
tana and stalwart Brad Radke, and can 
close out games with Joe Nathan. With 
pitcher Joe Mays recovering from el- 
bow surgery and catcher Joe Mauer 
now healthy, the Twins have two major 
additions from within. 

Welcome to town: Bartlett would pro- 
vide much-needed offense, but he'll 
have to prove he's at least adequate 
with the glove or he could lose time to 
journeyman Juan Castro. 


2. Chicago White Sox 


Last season: 9. Second 
place, nine games out. The 
White Sox and Yankees shared the ma- 
jor league lead with 249 homers, but 
the Sox also gave up an AL-high 224. 
Off-season focus: The White Sox de- 
cided to convert their homer-or-bust 
offense into one that manufactures 
runs, meaning they'll emphasize situa- 
tional hitting and base running. That 
played into the off-season addition of 
speedy center fielder Scott Podsednik 
from Milwaukee in a trade for slugger 
Carlos Lee. Juan Uribe will be asked to 
take over at short, where he can be 
spectacular, though he suffers from 
occasional lapses in concentration. 
In-season prognosis: They bolstered 
the pitching staff with Orlando Her- 
nandez, Dustin Hermanson and Luis 
Vizcaino and should be a legitimate 


threat to the Twins if the starting rota- 
tion doesn't break down. Whether they 
can make up the ground, however, will 
ultimately depend on how well Frank 
Thomas responds to added offensive 
demands created by the losses of out- 
fielders Lee and Magglio Ordonez. 


Signed by the Royals as a 10th-round draft choice in 
1991, Mike Sweeney has evolved into a four-time 
All-Star. He ranks among the team's career leaders in 
most offensive categories, but only once in the ma- 
jors has he played on a team with a winning record. 
: Is there hope for the Royals? 
We showed in 2003 we can surprise people. 


0: But when you look at the Yankees, is there reason for optimism? 


‚A: The payrolls are different, but you have to win your division. If 
you get to the playoffs, well, strange things can happen. 

0: Has losing 
A: Inside, | thank God | play baseball for a living. But the competi- 
tor in me gets frustrated that I've never played in the postseason. 
0: Why do you want to stay in Kansas City? 

A: | was there when we lost 100 games. | was there when we 
came up just short of winning the division. It would be sweeter to 
win in Kansas City, having gone through the tough times. 


become frustrating? 


Welcome to town: Second baseman 
Tadahito Iguchi, 30, is the White Sox's 
second Japanese import in as many 
years. The Sox can only hope Iguchi, 
who has both power and speed, ap- 
proaches the contributions of last year's 
import, reliever Shingo Takatsu, who 
developed into a much-needed closer, 


3. Cleveland India 
EN 


Last season: 80-82. Third 

place, 12 games out. Seven 
Indians drove in at least 70 runs, a 
franchise record. 
Off-season focus: The Indians felt they 
were a starting pitcher and a left-handed 
reliever away from the postseason, so 
they gambled on the arms of pitchers 
Kevin Millwood and Arthur Rhodes. 
Millwood fills out a rotation that in- 
cludes Jake Westbrook, C.C. Sabathia, 
Cliff Lee and Scott Elarton. Rhodes is 
more comfortable in the setup role the 
Indians want him to fill than he was as 
the closer in Oakland. 
In-season prognosis: Cleveland will 
need a few breaks to win the division. 
Can Millwood stay healthy? 15 onetime 
closer Bob Wickman over the arm 
problems that have pockmarked his 
last two seasons? How will rookie 
Jhonny Peralta handle the pressure of 
taking over at short for Cleveland icon 
Omar Vizquel? 
Welcome to town: Third baseman 
Aaron Boone signed with the Indians 


91 


92 


last year after injuring his knee in the 
off-season playing basketball, which 
prompted the Yankees to void his con- 
tract. If Boone is fully recovered, Casey 
Blake will move to the outfield to re- 
place the departed Matt Lawton. 


4. Detroit Tigers 


Last season: 72-90. Fourth 
place, 20 games out. Eleven 
Tigers hit at least 10 homers, a major 
league record. 

Off-season focus: Owner Mike Ilitch, 
feeling rich thanks to the NHL strike (in 
other words, his Red Wings didn't lose 
millions on the ісе), wanted to be a big 
spender. He was having trouble finding 
a legit free agent to take his money — 
striking out on Adrian Beltre, Troy 
Glaus, Corey Koskie and Steve Finley — 
before becoming desperate enough to 
sign the physically suspect Magglio Or- 
donez to a five-year, $75 million deal 
In-season prognosis: Detroit improved 
by 29 wins last year but still won only 72 
games. The team is primed to regress in 
2005. A young pitching staff can't devel- 
op with a second-rate defense. It must 
be frustrating for Alan Trammell, a de- 
fensive stalwart as a player, to manage a 
team that will have the worst fielding 
percentage in the American League for 
a third consecutive season. 

Welcome to town: Troy Percival is a 
bona fide closer, but the Tigers already 


had that in Ugueth Urbina. 


5. Kansas City Royals 


Last season: 58-104. Last 
place, 34 games out. The Ro; 
als used a franchise-record 58 playe 
one shy of the major league mark set by 
Cleveland and San го in 2002. 
Off-season focus: plurged on 
free agents a year ago and went from a 
contender in 2003 to having the worst 
record in franchise history. So th 
grouped and committed to bu 
from in the farm system. 
In-season prognosis: The Royals have 
the potential to surprise—not by win- 
ning the division but by making eve: 
one else uncomfortable. They have 
young talent and are excited about the 
potential of third baseman Mark Tea- 
hen, who came from Oakland. How 
much they improve will depend on how 
well Runelvys Hernandez rebounds 
from elbow surgery and whether righty 
Denny Bautista can deliver. 
Welcome to town: Outfielder Terrence 
Long was excess baggage in San Diego, 
but the Royals see him as a much- 
needed left-handed bat who will re- 
spond to a return to regular duty. 


1. Los Angeles Angels 


Last season: 92-70. First 

ME place, fell to Boston in the 
ALDS. With starters carrying the load, 
the bullpen made the fewest appear- 
ances in the majors, 343, and inherited 
just 163 runners, also a major league low. 
Off-season focus: А year after owner 
Arte Moreno made his mark by orches- 
trating the signing of 
Vladimir Guerrero, the 
Angels didn't back down. 
They upgraded at short 
and center with Orlando 
Cabrera and Steve Finley 
and brought in Cuban first 
baseman Kendry Morales. 
In-season prognosis: A 
strong roster improved 
with the additions of 
Cabrera and Finley. Now 
the Angels need to shake 
down the pen in front of 
Francisco Rodriguez, who 
will take over as closer 
for Troy Percival. 
Welcome to town: Third 
baseman Dallas McPher- 
son struck out 169 times 
in the minors last year, but the Angels 
decided they would rather gamble on 
his ability to make contact than on the 
health of the right shoulder of Troy 
Glaus, who left as a free agent 


2. Seattle Mariners 


Last season: 63-99. Fourth 
place, 29 games out. The 
Mariners were last in the league in 
homers (136) and runs scored (698). 
Off-season focu: ever known for its 
activity in the free agent market, Seattle 
added two big-time bats—first baseman 
Richie Sexson and third baseman Adri- 
an Beltre—which was interesting con- 
sidering the problems hitters have had 
in pitcher-friendly Safeco Park. Beltre 
is hitting his stride at the age of 26, but 
the four-year deal for Sexson, who’ s re- 
turning from shoulder surgery, is a risk. 
In-season prognosis: The Mariners’ 
young pitchers stumbled in 2004 but 
have the ability to dominate hitters. 
And despite the retirement of Edgar 
Martinez, they'll benefit from an im- 
proved lineup, thanks to the additions 
of Beltre and Sexson. Felix Hernandez 
is only 19 but could be the best pitching 
prospect in baseball. He'll probably 
open at Class AAA Tacoma. 

Welcome to town: Manager Mike Har- 
grove is being asked to provide club- 
house stab similar to what he gave 
the Indians in the 1990s. 


3. Oakland Athletics 


Last season: 91-71. Second 
place, one game back. The 
A's have put together five straight sea- 
sons of at least 90 wins for the first time 
since 1971 to 1975. 

Off-season focus: Oakland began 
preparing for the future. What the 
team had last year wasn't good enough, 


Pitching coach Orel Hershiser's résumé includes 
eight postseason wins—seven more than his 
Rangers have won in the history of the franchise. 
0: Do your pitching credentials help you as a coach? 
A: Definitely. When | was a player and Sandy Kou- 
fax and Don Drysdale and Roy Campanella talked to 
meant a lot more because those guys had 
walked where | wanted to go. 


0: Why did you decide to get back into uniform? 

A: I've taken all the sarcastic shots, like, “You picked a job with 
‘security—pitching coach in Texas." I've always loved a challenge. 
0: Can your ballpark be made more pitcher-friendly? 

A: We've tried a few things, like growing the grass and having the 
groundskeepers water the infield so it doesn't get too hard. The 
jet stream is something we can't do anything about. But if the ball 
is hit on the ground, the jet stream doesn't have an effect. 


and the front office didn't have the 
simoleons to compete with the Angels 
and Mariners. So GM Billy Beane dealt 
two of his horses—Mark Mulder to St 
Louis and Tim Hudson to Atlanta. 
in-season prognosis: zet-acquainted 
time. The lineup wi ture two new 
outfielders and a new catcher, Jason 
Kendall, who finally escaped Pitts- 
burgh. Look for Beane to continue his 
overhaul of the rotation by moving 
southpaw Barry Zito. 

Welcome to town: New owner Lewi 
Wolff will want to make his presence 
felt—all new owners do. But silly spend- 
ing may be kept in check by Beane, who 
has shown an ability to stay ahead of the 
game and keep the A's competitive. 


4. Texas Rangers 


Last season: 89-73. Third 
place, three games out. Texas 
has averaged a major-league-leading 
223 home runs over the past five sea- 
sons, a third of a homer per game more 
than helium-ball Colorado. 

Off-season focus: In Cleveland, GM 
John Hart built a champion around a 
relentless offense, a feat he 
duplicate in Texas. Despite ha 
two set rotation members—Kenny Rog- 
ers and Ryan Drese—Hart brought 
in outfielder Richard Hidalgo with the 
money that newly fiscally responsible 
(continued on page 118) 


“So much for that vintage!” 
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GIRL 
with a V LEW 


Count on a breezy 
Miss May to provide shelter 
from the storm 


o hurricane is going to frighten Fort Lauderdale 
native Jamie Westenhiser out of Spring Break 
City. “With hurricanes you get a warning,” she 
1 says. "You prepare all the food, put up plywood 
and bring everything from the backyard into the house,” 
When we ask what's in her emergency kit, the sleepy-eyed 
23-year-old smiles. “Lots of candy. І have a major problem 
with sweets," she says. “I love to lick the bowl of whatever 
I bake. Disgusting, huh?" Not to us—we're pretty pro- 
licking here—so we ask the former Body Glove swimwear 
model what else she'd like to confess. "This is my going- 
out-of-the-modeling-business shoot," she replies. "Now I'm 
getting into investment-type real estate." Miss May has 
some history in that field. “My mom used to own a party 
business called the Best Little Bounce House in Town. We 
would blow the house up and invite the neighborhood kids 
over, and this made me the cool kid on the block." See? 
From Bounce House to your house. 
Jamie says she's always been more comfortable hanging 
out with guys, something that's given her clear ideas about 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN WAYDA 
AND ARNY FREYTAG 


men. “I want to be in a relationship 
with one person,” she says with an ex- 

rated pout. "I'm quiet and shy, so 
it's hard for me to meet new people. 
I've had only two boyfriends in my 
life, and they were both very persis- 
tent. It took me a good month to 
finally go out on a date with them. I 
just want to make sure somebody's 
serious before I get serious. I don't 
want to play games." Okay. Serious 
guys. Got it. Anything else? “I like 
really funny guys." Fine. Serious, 
really funny guys. "Who are good to 
their mothers." Nice to Mom— noted. 
Anything else? "They have to be good 
talkers, because I don't want to sit at 
dinner in an awkward silence." Is it 
us, or is she describing the model 
PLAYBOY reader? 

Note that fabulous wealth didn't 
make Jamie's list of attractive attributes, 
but Miss May isn't dogmatic about the 
idea. Though she first says that being 
forced to rely financially on someone 
else would be terrible, she soon allows 
that perhaps it wouldn't be so tragic. 
“1 can imagine waking up in a nice 
house," Jamie says slyly. *I could be a 


trophy wife with my business on the 
side." So she wouldn't hold wealth 


against a guy if he was a seriously 
funny, mom-adoring conversationalist 
But whatever. “My girlfriends swear 
that when I meet Mr. Right I'll know. I 
don't even know what a normal rela- 
tionship is like, but I'm hopeful." 
Hopeful? She's more than that. Miss 
May has the confidence of someone 
who rides out hurricanes. Says Jamie, 
like to think I usually get what I want 


"I srarted modeling, and a phorographer asked if he could send 
the pictures го PLAYBOY. | had never posed nude 
before, bur | thought, How cool would that бе? Now here | am.” 


See more of Miss May at cyber.playboy.com 


PLAYMATE DATA SHEET 


name: Jamie Westenhiser 
вит: DH — warst 22 mms: oal 


muc 9 ]" кот. 102 ШЫ 

BIRTH DATE: 2.19 BIRTHPLACE: HOJ (wood , FL. 

amsırions: TO Nave Successful aree 
FECUIMESTOTEeS 


turn-ons; HOnest, Secure, qood = looking men 
with confidence , class and $$! 


turnorrs: LIARS, \Calousy , fakes and laz mess. 

мү FAVORITE sports то Par: ӘОСЕраі And tennis. 

JOBS г HAVE HELD: SmMoothı€ maker, Hooters Quel 
and рооккеерес. 

PLANS FOR MY PLAYMATE EARNINGS: Want FO pay off 

МШ ee ы) «adore саз AR ea наа 
ver ith citan ot 

ту внонв I CAN’T miss: DESPerote Housewives, The О.С. 


The Oprah Winfrey Show and Newlyweds. 


I'D LIKE TO BE REINCARNATED As: L VO! KO. Trump 


Af ^ 
My 4% grade ме ın Hawai А shot from 
School picture. last year. о calendar Shoot. | 


PLAYBOY'S PARTY JOKES 


The U.S. ambassador to France invited 
Jacques Chirac and his wife over for dinner. As 
they ate, the ambassador's wife said to Chirac's 
wife, "I hear you two are going on vacation in 
the Caribbean. It must be nice to get away." 

"Yes, I look forward to a week of a penis," 
Mrs. Chirac replied. 

A hush fell over the table. President Chirac 
leaned over to his wife and said, “Ma cherie, 1 
believe ze Americans pronounce zat word 
'appiness.' " 


Three Italian nuns died and went to heaven. 
They were met at the pearly gates by Sain 
Peter, who sai isters, you have all led such 
exemplar s that I’m granting you six more 
months on earth as anyone you want to be. 
The first nun said, "I want to be Sophia 
Loren," and poof, she was gone. 
The second nu , "I want to be Madon- 
a," and poof, she was gone. 
The third said, "I want to be Sara Pipa 
Saint Peter looked perplexed. “Who? 


ini.” 


he 


ra Pipalini,” replied the nun. 

Saint Peter shook his head and said, "I'm 
sorry, but that name isn't familiar to me." 

Тһе nun took a newspaper out of her habit 
and handed it to Saint Peter. He read the pa- 
per and began to laugh. Handing it back to 
her he said, “No, sister, the paper says it was 
the Sahara pipeline that was laid by 1,400 men 
in six months." 


An ambassador went on a goodwill trip to 
Papua New Guinea. The tribal chief said, "It 
is customary that visitors play New Guinea 
roulette." 

“What's that?" the ambassador asked. 

The chief pointed toward six beautiful ed 
women. All were kneeling and licking their lips 
suggestively. The ambassador unzipped his 
pants and said, “If this is what I think it is, I'm 
going to like New Guinea roulette." 

"Be careful, ambassador," his bodyguard 
warned. "It's called roulette because one of. 
them is a cannibal." 


Pıaysoy cuassıc: What is the difference be- 
tween light and hard? 
You can sleep with a light on. 


A couple had been married 50 years. The wife 
asked her husband what he wanted for their 
anniversary. He replied, “I'd like you to per- 
form oral sex on me. In the 50 years we've been 
married, you've never given me a blow job.” 

She said, "It's just that I'm afraid you won't 
respect me afterward.” 

He replied, “Won't respect you afterward? 
We have been married for 50 years. Of course 
ГИ respect you." 

“Okay,” she said. “ГИ do it just this one time.” 

So she knelt down and gave him oral sex. 
An hour later the phone rang. The husband 
answered. “Here, cocksucker,” he said. "It's 
for you.” 


A newly married man was discussing his hon- 
eymoon. He said to his friend, “On the first 
night I tapped my wife on the shoulder and 
zave her a wink, and we had ourselves a per- 
formance. Then in the middle of the night I 
rolled over, tapped her on the shoulder and 
gave her a wink, and we had ourselves a per- 
formance. An hour later I woke up, tapped her 
on the shoulder and gave her a wink, and we 
had ourselves a rehe: x 

"A reh al?" hi: 
mean a performance 

The man said, “No, a rehearsal. Nobody 


came. 


nd asked. "Don't you 


BLONDE JOKE or THE MONTH: Two women, a 
blonde and a brunette, were eating breakfast. 
A cell phone rang several times. The brunette 
asked, "Why don't you answer your phone?" 

The blonde said, "It can't be mine. No one 
knows I'm here." 


Two men were sitting at a bar and staring 
into their drinks. One n got a curious 
look on his face and asked his friend, "Have 
you ever seen an ice cube with a hole in it 
before?" 

The friend said, "Yep. I've been married to 
one for 15 years." 


Send your jokes to Party Jokes Editor, PLAYBOY, 
730 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York 10019, or 
by e-mail through our website at jokes.playboy.com. 
$100 will be paid to the contributor whose sub- 
mission is selected. 
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“...And now for the bad news...!” 


CHUCK PALAHNIUK 


DoH laugh, but in aromatherapy they warn 
you never tò light a lemon-cinnamon can- 
dle at the same time you light a clove can- 
dle and a cedar-nutmeg candle. They just 
don't tell you why.... 

In feng shui they say that just by putting 
а bed in the wrong spot you can focus 
enough chi to kill a person. You can give a 
late-term abortion with just acupuncture. 
You can use crystals or aura work to give 
people skin cancer. 

Don't laugh, but there are back-alley ways 
you can turn anything New Age into a 
killing tool. 

Your last week in massage school they 
teach you never to work the transverse 
reflex zone at the heel of the foot or the arch 
of the left-foot dorsum. And especially not 
the outer leftmost aspect. But they don't tell 
you why. This is the difference between ther- 
apists who work the light side versus the 
dark side of the industry. 

You go to school to study reflexology. It's 
the science of manipulating the human foot 
to heal or stimulate certain parts of the body. 
It's based on the idea that your body is 
divided into 10 different energy meridians. 
Your big toe, for example, it's connected 
straight to your head. To cure dandruff you 
massage the little spot just behind your big 
toenail. To cure a sore throat you massage 
the middle joint of the big toe. This isn't the 
kind of health care covered by any insur- 
ance plan. It's like being a doctor but with- 
out the income. The kind of people who 
want the space between each toe rubbed to 
cure brain cancer, they don't tend to have 
loads of money. Don't laugh, but even with 
years of experience manipulating people's 
feet, you'll still find yourself poor and rub- 
bing the feet of people who never made 
income their top priority. 


ILLUSTRATION BY ISTVAN BANYAI 


PLEASURE CEN- 
TERS, PRESSURE 
POINTS, POWER. 
A DESCENT INTO 
THE DARK SIDE OF 


REFLEXOLOGY 


One day you see a girl you 
went to massage school with. 
This girl, she's your age. You 
wore beads together. You two 
braided dried sage and 
burned it to cleanse your 
energy field. The two of you 
were tie-dyed and barefoot 
and young enough to feel 
noble while you rubbed the 
feet of dirty homeless people 
who came into the school's 
free practice clinic. 

That was years and years 
ago. 

You, you're still poor. 
Your hair has started to 
break off at the scalp. From 
poor diet or gravity, people 
think you're frowning even 
when you're not. 

This girl you went to 
school with, you see her 
coming out of a posh mid- 
town hotel. The doorman 
holds the door open as she 
sweeps out swinging furs 
and wearing high heels that 
no reflexologist would ever 
strap her feet inside of. 

While the doorman is flag- 
ging her a cab, you go close 
enough to say, “Lentil?” 

The woman turns. It’s her. 
Real diamonds sparkle at 
her throat. Her long hair 
shines, thick, heaving in 
waves of red and brown. The 
air around her smells soft as 
roses and lilac. Her fur coat. 
Her hands in leather gloves, 
the leather smooth and pale 
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and nicer than the skin on your own face. 
The woman turns and lifts her sunglasses 
to rest on the crown of her hair. She looks 
at you and says, “Do І know you?” 

You went to school together. When you 
were young—younger. 

The doorman holds the cab's door 


THEY COME HARD 
open. And the woman says that of course AS A SEIZURE. 
she remembers. She looks at a wristwatch, 


blinding bright with diamonds in the afternoon sun, and says in 20 minutes she 
needs to be across town. She asks, “Can you ride along?” 

The two of you get into the back of the cab, and the woman hands the door- 
man a $20 bill. He touches his cap and says it's always such a pleasure to see her. 

The woman tells the cabdriver the next address, a place uptown, and the cab 
swings into traffic. 

Don't laugh, but this woman—Lentil, your old friend—loops one fur-coat arm 
out of the handle of her purse and snaps the purse open. Inside is stuffed noth- 
ing but cash. Layers of $50 and $100 bills. With a gloved hand she digs through 
these and finds a cell phone. 

"To you she says, "This won't take a minute." 

Next to her your Indian-printed cotton wrap skirt, flip-flop sandals and brass- 
bell necklace don't look chic and ethnic anymore. The kohl around your eyes 
and the faded henna designs on the back of your hands, they make you look like 
you never take a bath. Next to her diamond-stud earrings, your favorite dan- 
gling silver earrings could be thrift store Christmas tree ornaments. 

Into the cell phone she says, "I'm en route." She says, “I can take the three 
o'clock but only for half an hour." She says good-bye and hangs up. 

She touches your hand with a soft, smooth glove and says you look good. She 
asks what you're doing lately. 

Oh, the same old, same old, you tell her. Manipulating feet. You've built a good 
list of repeat clients. 

Lentil chews her bottom lip, looking at you, and she says, "So you're still into 
reflexology?" 

And you say yeah. You don't see how you'll ever retire, but it pays the bills. 

She looks at you as the cab goes a whole city block, not saying a word. Then 
she asks if you're free for the next hour. She asks if you'd like to make some 
money, tax free, doing a four-handed foot manipulation for her next client. AII 
you'd have to do is one foot. 

You've never done reflexology with a partner, you tell her. 

"One hour," she says, "and we get $2,000." 

You ask, is this legal? 

And Lentil says, "Two thousand, each." 

You ask, just for a foot massage? 

"Another thing," she says. "Don't call me Lentil." She says, “When we get there 
my name is Angelique." 

Don't laugh, but this is real. The dark side of reflexology. Of course you 
knew some aspects of it. You knew that by working the plantar surface of the big 
toe you could make someone constipated. By working the ankle around the 
top of the foot you could give them diarrhea. By working the inside surface of 
the heel you could make someone impotent or give them a migraine. But none 
of this would make you money, so why bother? 

"The cab pulls up to a carved pile of stone, the embassy of some Middle East- 
ern oil economy. A uniformed guard opens the door, and Lentil gets out. You 
get out. Inside the lobby another guard wands you with a metal detector, look- 
ing for guns, knives, whatever. Another guard makes a phone call from a desk 
topped with a smooth slab of white stone. Another guard looks inside Lentil's 
purse, pushing aside the money to find nothing else. 

"The doors to an elevator open, and another guard waves you both inside. 
Lentil says, "Just do what I do." She says, "This is the easiest money you'll 
ever make." 

Don't laugh, but in school you'd hear the rumors. About how a good reflex- 
ologist might be lured away to the dark side. To work just certain pleasure cen- 
ters on the sole of the foot. To give what people only whispered and giggled 
about— "foot jobs." 

The elevator opens onto a long corridor that leads only to one set of double 
doors. The walls are polished white stone. The floor, stone. The double doors 
are frosted glass and open to a room where a man sits at a white desk. He and 
Lentil kiss each other on the cheek. 

"The man behind the desk, he looks at you but talks only to Lentil. He calls her 
Angelique. Behind him another set of double doors opens into a bedroom. The 


YOU WORK THE 
RIGHT SPOT ON 
THEIR FEET AND 


man waves the two of you through, but 
he stays behind, locking the doors. He 
locks you inside. 

Inside the bedroom a man lies face- 
down on a huge round bed with white 
silk sheets. He wears shiny blue silk 
pajamas, and his bare feet hang off one 
edge of the bed. Angelique tugs off one 
of her gloves. She takes off the other 
glove, and you both kneel in the deep 
carpet and take a foot. 

Instead of a face, all you can see is his 
grease-combed black hair and his big 
ears, fuzzed with tufts of black hair. The 
rest of his head has sunk into the white 
silk pillow. 

Don't laugh, but those rumors are 
true. By pressing where Angelique 
pressed, by working the genital reflex 
zone on the plantar side of the heel, she 
had the man moaning into his pillow. 
Before your hands are even tired the 
man is bellowing, soaked in sweat, the 
blue silk pasted to his back and legs. 
When he's silent, when you can't tell if 
he's even breathing, Angelique whis- 
pers that it’s time to go. 

The man at the desk gives you each 
$2,000, cash. 

Outside on the street a guard flags a 
cab for Angelique. 

Getting into the backseat, Angelique 
hands you a business card. It's the 
phone number for a holistic healing 
clinic. Under the number, handwritten, 
it says, "Ask for Lenny." 

The soft leather glove of her hand, 
the roses of her perfume, the sound of 
her voice, it all says "Call me." 

People have a lot of reasons for get- 
ting into giving foot jobs. The idea that 
you can give your family a better life. 
You can give your mom and dad a little 
comfort and security. A car, maybe. A 
condo on the beach in Florida. 

The day you gave your folks the keys 
to that condo, that was the happiest day 
of your life. That day they cried and 
admitted they never thought their baby 
would ever make a living just rubbing 
people's stinky feet. That's a day you'll 
pay for for the rest of your life. 

Don't laugh, but it's not illegal. You're 
doing a simple foot manipulation. 
Nothing sexual happens except that 
your clients have an orgasm that leaves 
them too weak to walk for the next cou- 
ple of days. Men and women, it doesn't 
matter. You work the right spot on their 
feet and they come hard as a seizure. So 
hard there's a smell when they lose con- 
trol of their bowels. So hard most clients 
can only look at you, drool running out 
of one corner of their mouth, and 
motion with a trembling finger for you 
to take the stack of $100 bills on the 
dresser or the coffee table. 

Lenny calls from the clinic, and you 
get on a chartered jet to London. 
Lenny calls (continued on page 142) 


"I haven't had an intimate moment alone with Салве: since ше теі. 
All he wants to do is take me to orgies... 
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Clockwise from far left: 
Shaving creams and gels by 
($23), 


($10), ($22, == 
(56) and, in the 
old-school can, 
($6). The postshave toner, 
in the amber bottle at the 
bottom, is by BULLIE ($19), 
The boar's-hair brush ($20) 
and blue pump bottle of 
moisturizing lift ($19) are 
both by Inthe cen- 
ter is a bottle of razor burn 
aftershave therapy by 
($25). 


The ties, from left, are by 


($80), 
($165), ($95), 
($110) and 
($135). The leather 
portfolio is by ($745). 


CHARVET makes 1 blue button- 


front shirt ($315). ped tie is by 
HICKEY FREEMAN ($95). The watch, 
with black leather band, is by ANGULAR 
MOMENTUM (51,250 


Two- 


button suit by Jo 


12 ($895), gi, 
and pocket square sind tie by 5), gingham shirt by 
ы T ($85), oi, ($110) E 


The black slip-on at near 
right is by 
($348), the brown oxford in 
the middle is by 
($195), and the black oxford 
at far right is by 
($245). The green 


belt is by 
LECTION ($150); the others 
are by T ($70 each). 


The top and bottom watches are by 
(580 each). The others, from 

left: round-face watch with stainless 

bracelet by ($2,795), steel 

chronograph by 

($375), chronograph with white face 

and steel bracelet by 

($395) and blue-face chronograph 

by ($495). 


Fragrances, clockwise from left: 
($65), ($65) and 
($48). 


SUMMER 
DIARY 


An afl-Amesican gue lo business, 
weekend and o ng fashion ініме 


$6, icons Ze Mequueer Sinalta, 
ж Che Duke 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARK PLATT 
PRODUCED BY JENNIFER RYAN JONES 


LEFT: The green sneaker, with 
suede detailing, is by - 
7 ($85), the red one is by 
O ($80) and the brown one E 
is by ! ($125). Beneath 3 29 
them аге dark denim jeans by 
($180) and a brown 
leather belt with orange contrast \ 
stitching by ($120). 
RIGHT: The shirt ($140), long- \ 


sleeve crewneck ($50) and jeans \ 
($180) are all by 


In the blue bottle 
is the latest 
fragrance by 
($39). 

Since you never 
know who might 
be sipping a 
drink at the 19th 
hole, consider 
improving your 
handicap with the 
eau de cologne 
at right, by 


($55). 


„front 

үт ($78) and flat 
00), flor olo is by BROS 

et (S1,30 moss green Pee О, INSET: The 


‚al-print shi 
E: His leather jack 


BOV! J topto 
are by i stacked 
khakis (565) сез); and his belt is by ($345). The glasses (5300) 
at left are DY au ($99). 
топот are by $345). The ones at right are PY 
< : 
and А 


The perfect weekender bag, this brown leather 
duffel has plenty of style—and convenient wheels. 
It's by (5650). 


eet ($190), yellow-P" 


o). His 
ke use of thri 


1 makes his тір" 


nd cotton cargo 


T-shirt ($90) а! n metallic accents а 


itl 
are leather wi 
ces. The tennis rack 


[ 
IT ee microfine face scrub by 


From top: The 
beige sandal with 
striped elastic strap 
is by 
($100). An orange 
insole livens up the 
gray Пір-Пор by 


dal ($90) is made 
of supple leather. 


makes 
this sneaker 
($90), custom- 
built for trail 
running, as well 
as the running 
socks ($14) and 
burnt-red half- 
zip jacket ($80). 


The orange-face watch, with leather-and-textile strap, 
is by ($110). The watch with the brown leather 
strap and white face is by ($95). 

makes the yellow one with the synthetic band ($350). 


inted cycle 
($80), 
instead of 


sneakers, bY 
ее straps Clockwise from top: a cleansing scrub by 
($23), an active treatment scrub by 
($14), a scrub mask by ($36) and a 


(526). 


($50). The 
san- 


LEFT: This striking bottle— 
the perfect shade for ad- 
ventures after dark—is 
filled with Black Code by 
ARMANI ($45). RIGHT: For 
a dash of vintage cool, slip 
into these brown evening 
slippers with gold em- 
blems Бу STUBBS AMD 
WOOTTON ($275). They're 
the perfect way to show 
you consider dressing for 
postwork play a full-time 
occupation. 


| LEFT: From far left, a square-face watch 
with crocodile strap by TOURNEAU 
($2,495), an elegantly curved watch 
with black leather band by TIMEX ($80) 

/ апа a stainless watch with python — 
strap by TAG HEUER ($2,995). BELOW: 
CATHERINE M. ZADEH makes the tiger 
eye ($275), woven silver ($190) and 
horn cuff links ($275)-JAN-LESLIS— 

makes the frog, bumblebee and race 

car cuff links, as well as the ones in 

teak, glass (with a fishing fly inside) 

and blue sodalite ($275-each)- 


$550) are by DSQUARED, 
with black cross- 
M. ZADEH. That 
look is a pocket 


g pants С 
terling pendant 
by CATHERINE 
pleting the 


$1,120) and matchin: 
0). His jewelry—2 5 
de cord ($175)—is 
TORINO ($70). Com! 


This blue tuxedo jacket C 
as is the white shirt ($52 
hatch detailing on a sue: 
gleaming white belt is bY 
square by CHARVET ($65). 


Summer can be tough on your skin. Here, clockwise 
from left, are ways to keep yourself sufficiently 
cuddly for the beach babes you bring home: mois- 
turizer for dry or sensitive skin by BULLIE ($30), 
night cream by BAXTER OF CALIFORNIA ($22), 
revitalizer by SHISEIDO MEN ($60), facial moistur- 
izer with sunblock from GILLETTE ($6), moisturiz- 
ing emulsion from SHISEIDO MEN ($33), moisturizer 
by ZIRH ($29), face lotion by LAB SERIES FOR MEN: 
($28) and facial moisturizer lift by MEN-U ($19). 


__Put on the Ritz 
with this top hat by 
THE VILLAGE HAT 
SHOP ($258). The 

— tux shirt in purple— 
a traditional color 
of power ever 
since the Romans 
started using por- 
phyry to accent 
the interiors of 

their grand tem- 
ples and imperial 
buildings—is by 
ICEBERG ($268). 
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Big League BlUeS (continued from page 92) 


The Mets created a new look by hiring GM Omar 
Minaya and manager Willie Randolph. 


owner Tom Hicks allowed him. 
In-season prognosis: An exciting 
homegrown lineup has shown it can 
handle big league challenges. But do 
the Rangers have the arms to win a di- 
vision? Not a chance. The five candi- 
dates for three open rotation spots— 
Chan Ho Park, Chris Young, Joaquin 
Benoit, Ricardo Rodriguez and Juan 
Dominguez—were a combined 13-17 
in 46 starts last year. Don't be surprised 
if right-hander Thomas Diamond, the 
Rangers’ number one pick last June, is 
up by the All-Star break. 

Welcome to town: Hidalgo teased scouts 
five years ago with 44 homers in Hous- 
ton, but after a few years of regression 
he was acquired at a bargain price. 


= 1. Atlanta Braves 


Last season: 96-66. First 
place, lost to Houston in the 
ion Series. The Braves led the 
bigs in ERA for a sixth time in the past 
eight seasons. 

Off-season focus: GM John Schuerholz 
no longer enjoys the largesse of Ted 
Turner. AOL Time Warner has reduced 
the payroll to $80 million, which pre- 
sents a new challenge. The cost cutting 
included letting go of J.D. Drew after he 
enjoyed the first healthy season of his 
career and gambling that bargains Raul 
Mondesi and Brian Jordan can fill that. 
void. Schuerholz was able to strengthen 
the starting pitching, acquiring Tim 
Hudson from Oakland and putting 
John Smoltz back into the rotation, a 
move made easier with the acquisition 
of closer Dan Kolb from Milwaukee. 
In-season prognosis: The Braves have 
won a pro-sports-record 13 consecu- 
tive division titles. They aren't always 
the most talented team, but they know 
how to win, and with the beefed-up ro- 
tation they'll likely add to the streak. 
Welcome to town: Hudson was an out- 
fielder as well as a pitcher in college 
and will swing the bat well in the NL. 


2. Florida Marlins 


Last season: 83-79. Third 
place, 13 games out. The Mar- 
lins held on to leads late in games, go- 
ing 70-7 when they were ahead after 
the seventh inning. 


Off-season focus: Owner Jeffrey Loria 
wants things to work in Miami, as he 
showed by signing free agent first base- 
man Carlos Delgado, who gives the 
Marlins the first established left- 
handed power threat in franchise his- 
tory. But will Delgado give the Marlins 
the impetus they need to get govern- 
ment support for a new stadium? 
In-season prognosis: The Marlins 
have the talent to make a run at what 
would be their third championship in 
eight years, but their success may hinge 
on how well the bullpen performs. 
Guillermo Mota has dominated in a 
setup role, but now he's being asked to 
replace Armando Benitez as closer. If 
he falters, former ace Antonio Alfon: 
ca might get a shot, but if he could still 
finish games he wouldn't have re- 
turned to the Marlins in the off-season 
as a free agent bargain. 

Welcome to town: The Marlins will ask 
Al Leiter to show the way for the young 
arms in the rotation. 


2 3. Philadelphia Phillies 


Last season: 86-76. Second 
place, 10 games out. Citi- 
zens Bank Park yielded the third- 


An MVP іп both leagues and a 
member of the Hall of Fame, 
Frank Robinson had been out 
of baseball for a decade before 
4 he was asked prior to the 
2002 season to take over the 
Expos until they could find a 
2 “ new owner. Four years later 
he's still filling out the lineup card. 
0: What does the move to Washington 
mean? 
A: It's a tremendous lift. We had been look- 
ing forward to it for two years, but it hadn't 
happened. This year the guys are elated. 
Having a permanent home will level the play- 
ing field. 
0: Were the last three years tough? 
A: Getting the players to stay positive was a 
challenge. Playing home games in Puerto 
Rico wasn't easy. It said "home games" on 
the schedule, but they weren't. They were 
added to seven- or 10-day road trips, so we 
were away from Montreal for three weeks at 
a time, spending more time in hotel rooms 
and restaurants. 
0: All things considered, why did you agree 
to get back into managing with this team? 
А: It seemed like the thing to do at the time, 
and I've enjoyed it, so it’s been easy to stay. 


highest home run average in the big 
leagues, 2.81 per game. 

Off-season focus: The Phillies realized 
that the high intensity of manager Lar- 
ry Bowa didn't click, so they replaced 
him with down-home Charlie Manuel. 
They'll find out if personality makes a 
difference, because on the heels of two 
active off-seasons the Phillies’ biggest 
move this past one was signing Jon 


*Money Pitch 
Pitchers with the most called 
third strikes with runners in scor- 


ing position: 

Jaret Wright, Braves 21 

Josh Beckett, Marlins 20 

Doug Davis, Brewers 18 

Greg Maddux, Cubs 17 

Jason Marquis, Cards 17 
Lieber. He'll replace Kevin Millwood. 
In-season prognosis: Enough talent 


exists for a run at the division title, 
but the pitching staff needs to focus. 
New pitching coach Rich Dubee will 
have his hands full. Randy Wolf and 
Vicente Padilla are both trying to re- 
bound from elbow problems, and 
Brett Myers took a step back last 
ERA was the NL's sec 
. The Phils exercised th 
option on Billy Wagner and are confi- 
dent they'll win if they have a lead in 
the ninth inning. 
Welcome to town: After missing a year 
for reconstructive elbow surgery, Lieber 
came back to win 14 games for the Yan- 
kees last year. 


(Т 4. New York Mets 


Î Last season: 71-91. Fourth 
place, 25 games out. The 
Mets' .317 on-base percentage was 
14th in the 16-team National League. 
Off-season focus: The Mets created a 
new look, starting by hiring general man- 
ager Omar Minaya and manager Willie 
Randolph. Minaya took advantage of 
owner Fred Wilpon's sudden willing- 
ness to spend, committing $194.5 mil- 
lion to re-sign pitcher Kris Benson and 
bring in superstar free agents Pedro 
Martinez and Carlos Beltran. 
In-season prognosis: Ownership 
shelled out big bucks for players but 
will entrust the on-field decisions to a 
manager with no experience. Ran- 
dolph is a familiar face in New York, 
but he hasn't had to make decisions with 
games on the line. 
Welcome to town: Beltran is not a spot- 
light kind of guy, but he'll have to get 
used to the spotlight, and quick, if he's 
going to survive. 
(continued on page 146) 
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Dr. Hunter S. Thompson’ rules for 
living like a Southern gentleman. 
An interrupted, pain-filled 
valedictory for.the 
next gener ation 


What follows is the final collaboration between Hunter Stockton 
Thompson and PLAYBOY, based on a series of interviews he gave to 
Assistant Editor Tim Mohr last December. The two spent the better part 
of a week at Owl Farm analyzing a variety of subjects, from firearms 
to physical fitness, all of which interested Thompson deeply. "To live 
outside the law you must be honest," Bob Dylan wrote, but you must 
also possess great sensitivity to your environment and a wide range of 
esoteric skills and wisdom. In his 67 years on earth Thompson made 
himself an expert in matters great and small and loved nothing more 
than to expound on what he had learned. This assignment was inter- 
rupted by his death on February 20, but we could think of no better trib- 
ule to a great American writer than to present this small storehouse of 
vital knowledge in his own words. This is for old fans as well as those 
who may have come to the party only recently. —THE EDITORS 


0; уеегом Freedom is a challenge. You decide who 
you dre by what you do. It's like a question, like a fork in the 
road. An ongoing question you have to keep answering cor- 
rectly. There's a touch of the high wire to it. Гуе never been 
able to walk high wires, but I get the feeling. 


0; Рутил The only way to drive is at top speed, 
with a car full of whiskey. It takes commitment, especially out 
here with so many deer and elk around. Car lights paralyze deer. 
You've got to lean on the horn, brace on the wheel and stomp 
on the accelerator. When you hit the brakes the front of the car 
dips down—that will put the beast into your windshield. Now, 
the significant impact will still occur if you step on the gas, but 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY € RALPH STEADMAN 


122 


you're not helpless. It'll still destroy your grille and lights, 
but—unless it's a bull elk—it will kick the animal out of the 
way. Hitting the beast head-on will move it instead of popping 
it up onto the windshield. 

It's the swerving that gets people killed. 

You know how powder snow is great for skiing? It's great 
for driving, too. You just have to know the limitations of the 
car if you're going to drive on snowy roads. Once you've done 
360s and drifts, you know what the road is like. And I always 
test the brakes, just to be sure I'm not going to go 400 feet 
when I think I have a grip. Once you get yourself into a full- 
bore drift, just downshifting won't get you out of it. A combi- 
nation of things can, but downshifting alone can get you out 
of it only on asphalt. And Jesus, driving on “all-weather” 
tires...] can't imagine driving on those. I use studded snow 
tires. The metal studs sound like a 
tank and wreak havoc on the 
roads, but they are like bear claws. 
The difference between hitting 
your brakes in a blizzard with 
snow tires and the all-weather tires 
they put on rental cars? Goddamn. 


0; Coura Є 1 set the 
speed record on Sdddie Road—in 
Kona, on the Big Island of Ha- 
waii—in a heavy rainstorm. There 
are always going to be things like 
monsoons when you're trying to set 
a speed record. What do you do? 
Think better of it? Come back an- 
other day? Your life will change on 
decisions like that. I take a street- 
fighter mentality, an Ohio riverboat 
gambler attitude: 15 out of the ques- 
tion to go back or turn around. 


0 Hofence sever nesi- 


tate to use force. It settles issues, in- 

fluences people. Most people are not accustomed to solving sit- 
uations by immediate and seemingly random applications of 
force. And the very fact that you are willing to do it—or might 
be—is a very powerful reasoning tool. Most people are not pre- 
pared to do that. You can establish the right reputation in this 
regard—you might, right in the middle of a conversation, just 
swat some motherfucker across the room. Make his blood 
shoot out in big spurts. I’m giving away trade secrets here. 

I've been beaten worse in New York City than I ever was by 
the Hells Angels. I used to go out looking for punch-ups in 
New York. It was worth it just to see an oncoming mob of 
angry preppies. These weren't fights. There was nothing per- 
sonal about it. 1 didn't hare the people. I was just a brawler. It 
was good American fun. It was all frivolous. There wasn't any 
right or wrong. Just fucking Saturday-night whoopee. 


0; afe I'm doomed all my life to violent actions. I'm 
closely associated with the gods of the underworld—not 
crime so much but the underworld. 


0; Ca mó My parents weren't gun people. 
Growing up I didn't Know much of anything about guns ex- 
cept that my parents didn't want me to have a .22. A BB gun 
was okay. But I found a .22 anyway. I would shoot ar lights 
out of the back of my house, out my bedroom window. 
There was an alley between the houses. There were light- 
bulbs on the brick garages in the alley. They had metal 
grilles protecting them, like jail bars, so it was kind of a trick 
to hit the bulbs. 

It was extremely dangerous. Some kid who shouldn't have 
had a gun, experimenting, shooting out of his bedroom, 
shooting down into the alley. I had no intention of doing any- 
thing other than putting out lightbulbs. But I think about it 
now and think about what could have happened. The odds 
are going to catch up to you some- 

time if you keep shooting into the 

same passageway. 

When I got to the military all I 
knew was the .22. 

The most accurate weapon in 
my house is an Olympic pellet 
gun—single shot, .17 caliber, 
pneumatic. I can hit a dime across 
the living room with it. It was giv- 
en to me by the Mitchell brothers. 
I would pack it when I worked at 
their cinema. At the time it was the 
standard for Olympic shooting 
competitions. 

For conditioning gunstocks, lin- 
seed is a good natural oil, but it 
has a tendency to be sticky. Tung 
oil is the thing. 


0; ДАДА 
get most of my теаМтот game. A 
wild boar running out in the open 
is kind of rare. But it makes for a 
hell of a hunting day. All this fear 
of cooking pork rare? Shit on that. With wild boar you just 
cut it into steaklike slabs, more like pork chops, and cook it 
on a grill. It's delicious. One of the best things Гуе ever had. 
Dressing the animal is a huge part of it. First kill it by sur- 
prise so the adrenaline doesn't get released from the glands. 
A frightened animal tastes a lot worse than a peaceful one. 
You want to take it when it's grazing, not when it's running 
or panicked. 

With a good rifle it’s the shock more than the tissue dam- 
age that kills them. The shock sends out death rays all 
through the body. The animal can't operate. It's too much 


trauma on the nervous system. 
I took all the Hells Angels 


ofogra 
photographs. These weré all Mine. But I learned after trying for 


years that I could not keep the same focus as a photojournalist. 
The myth of “take your own pictures, write your own story” 
didn't work for me. As a photographer 1 had to keep getting 
longer and longer lenses. I didn't (continued on page 134) 
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“Somehow, I just can't think of this as an underdeveloped country.” 


REAL 


DESPERATE 


HOUSEWIVES 


These domestic goddesses 
cook, clean, dream about 
the pool boy and make us 
desperate to get home 


he desperate housewives who sizzle up Wisteria 

Lane on Sunday evenings have done the near 

impossible: They ve made homemaking sexy. 

But while taboo liaisons and steamy fantasies 

make for tasty nighttime drama, the reality of 
supersexy mothers is no TV illusion. Look next door, in the 
grocery store, at the health club or in the PTA and you'll dis- 
cover what we did—MILFs are everywhere. Our call for real- 
life sexy mothers willing to show us their domestic goods was 
answered by nearly 1,000 women, ranging from 18 to 60 years 
old. Some were married, some divorced, some had never been 
hitched, but they all had children—and a mature sensuality 
that is anything but desperate. "The percentage of quality can- 
didates for this search is the best I've seen in my 14 years 
here,” says Senior Photography Editor Kevin Kuster. "The top 
reason given for applying was “When I was younger, I could 
have been a Playmate. Now I'm not going to miss my 


chance.'” Most say they're Desperate Housewives watchers, but 


unlike some characters on the show, all of them have discov- 
ered how to be nurturing mothers while still keeping things 
cooking for the men in their life. Here are 12 compelling 
arguments that motherhood does the body good. 


Sondra Holloway, 31, Michigan, one son. DES- 
PERATE LIVING: "I watch the show,*but I'm pretty boring 
over here...except in the bedroom. My boyfriend and | have 
christened almost every room in the house. We visit the 
kitchen counter a lot." HOUSEHOLD ТІР: “I talk to my 
plants, That might sound silly, but your breath actually helps 
them grow. If plants could talk, they would know all of our 
secrets." BEST DISH: “I love to bake—cookies, cupcakes, 
pies, cakes and all that good stuff. | make them look as if 
they're from the baker by adding little decorations.” WORK 
THIS OUT: "I like to wear nothing but six-inch heels and walk 
up and down the stairs: It's a good workout for your butt 
and my boyfriend loves the view from the couch. 


Wendy Drinkwater, 31, Rhode Island, four chil- 
dren. DESPERATE DOUBLE: “People say | look like Teri 
Hatcher. | think I'm prettier than she is, actually. I should take 
her place!" BEST DISH: “Lasagna. I'm not Italian, but I've 
had Italian in me." GIRLS' NIGHT OUT. "I'm high on life and 
drink Red Bull while everyone else is getting trashed." DAT- 
ING DEAL BREAKER: “If a guy makes me pay for some- 
thing, even my coffee, I'm done. | think a woman should be 
pampered, loved, cuddled and held. | want a guy to notice 
my fun personality and that I'm а good mom.” MASTER 
AND SERVANT: “I'm very good at dominating people, and 
I'm into the fetish scene. | have a boot thing—vinyl, leather, 
thigh highs. I'm known as Goddess Lexy in these parts. 
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jez, 31, California, two сі 


Angie Marton, 24, Arizona, 
one son. DESPERATE DOUBLE: 
“Гуе seen the show only a couple 
of times, but | probably identify 
with Eva Longoria the most. | 
would never cheat on my husband 
as she does, but I'll confess secret 
crushes on Colin Farrell and Brad 
Pitt." HOUSEHOLD TIP: “If you 
feed your children lots of fruits and 
vegetables, they won't act crazy. It 
calms them down, and they don't 
have as many temper tantrums." 
FAVORITE NIGHTWEAR: “Noth- 


to try. Posing for pLaysoy has 
jays been іп the back of my ` 
|. This just fits my whole 
ight now.” 


leidi Hanson, 24, North Carolina, 
one son. DESPERATE DOUBLE: ^I totally 
relate to Teri Hatcher's character and having 
these fantasies about a major-league-cute 
hunk who lives night across the street. | five. 
in the middle of nowhere, so | have to get 
out the binoculars if | want to check him out. 
I met him in one of my radiology classes last 
Semester.” HOUSEHOLD ТІР: "You can ak- 
ways make your child stop crying by blow- 
ing soap bubbles. There's also something 
about the noise of a vacuum cleaner that 
has a similar effect." DREAM DATE: "I want 
to marry Ben Affleck: 1 go for guys who are 
tall and have dark hair and eyes. He makes 
me teal hot, On our first date | would take 
him bowling because it’s comy and funny. 
Who wouldn't smile or laugh while bowling? 
Plus ha can check out my ass. 


sylvania, one daughter. 


Penn: 


25, 


37, lowa, 
two children. DESPERATE 
LIVING: “Гуе never seen the 
show. watch a lot of murder 
shows, like CSI and Cold 
Case Files. | think | could 
commit the perfect murder, 
actually.” BEST DISH: “Steak 
and lobster.” SPIES LIKE 
US: “Everyone is pretty nosy 
іп this town. It's impossible 
to have any kind of privacy— 
they even know what color 
toilet paper you use. My 
thinking is that if they spent 
as much time worrying 
about their own lives as they 
do mine, maybe they'd have 
as much fun as | do." PDAS: 
“Му husband and | have sex 
whenever the moment is 
right. One time it was in the 
bathroom of a restaurant. 
We just went for it. I'm more 
outgoing and he's the quiet 
one, so he sits back and lets 
me do my thing." 
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2 оса (continued from page 122) 


I still have the note saying, “You're a hateful, stupid 
bastard. Esquire hates you.” It was kind of a shock. 


like to get up close. I didn't want to get 
in people's faces because you couldn't 


talk to them much after that. 
0; ба” 
1 don't play cards mách. Only once іп а 


while for fun, to play around. I like to 
gamble where my own knowledge helps 
me—where if I'm smart about my bet- 
ting I can affect my chances of winning. 
Unlike slot machines or dice games. 

With sports betting it's always better 
to strike at the partisan, the home 
crowd, the emotional bettors. Go into a 
hostile town at night, visiting, and bet 
against the desperate, emotional bet- 
tors—they'll give you points, and that's 
the way to win at gambling. And the 
way to lose is to be one of those emo- 
tional bettors. 

As a kid I played football, basketball, 
baseball. I was very much into it. I didn't 
start gambling until after I quit playing. 
But about halfway through high school 
I decided to fuck football and become 
a criminal. I made my choice between 
the sports life and the criminal life. 
Once you quit playing, you need that 
competitive factor. I don't give a fuck 
about a game unless I have a bet on it. 
You have to see it as an opportunity. 
Nongamblers see it as a chance to lose— 
and often feel they can't afford to lose. 
А gambler sees it as an opportunity that 
can't be passed up. Hell, go into debt. 

Ed Bradley came out here one day 
and beat me for about $4,000 on a bas- 
ketball game. I think it started as a hun- 
dred-dollar bet. But we kept doubling 
up. I paid him, of course. After all, I 
would have looked askance—and men- 
tioned it in public—if he hadn't paid me. 
"That's what makes it fun: the reality of 
it, having to pay up. It's good for it to 
hurt. Being labeled a cheater or a welch 
is much more painful to a gambler than 
getting beat up in the parking lot. 


0) Карта 

It's extremely bad karma to brag 
about things you've gotten away with. 
I'm a great believer in karma in a pro- 
found sense: You will get what's com- 
ing to you. 


All й es ag Robert Penn War- 


ren, is one of my all-time favorite books. 


If you don't know the book you should 
grab it and read it as soon as possible 
because it will teach you a lot of things. 
The Ginger Man, by J.P. Donleavy, was 
one of my seminal influences. It was 
kind of a password in certain circles. 
The Ginger Man got the piss beat out of 
him more than a few times, as I recall. 
The reading experience is important: 
All the King's Men, George Orwell's 
Down and Out in Paris and London, F. 
Scott Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby. Gats- 
by is 55,000 words long—amazing econ- 
omy in a book like that. With Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas 1 was determined 
to make it shorter than that. I may have 
failed. I think I beat it. But it's like the 
speed record on Saddle Road: I'm not 
sure I still hold it. In fact, I'm sure I 
don't if I could do it just by getting my 
hands on a Ferrari. 

I get tremendous pleasure from read- 
ing aloud and having other people read 
to me. I like to hear how other people 
hear things. I like women's voices, for- 
eign accents. There's a music to it. 

When you're reading aloud, just 
remember that you want to understand 
it yourself. You have to hear it. That's the 
key to other people comprehending. 
You've got to hear the music. You need 
to hit each word. Not the way journalists 
read but with a dramatic rendering. It 
takes awhile. It's easier to comprehend 
when you creep along, like driving in 
second gear. The listener should be 
impatient for what's coming next. 


0, Re ection 
Ей е better part of two years, while 


I was working as a copy boy at Time 
magazine—after my time in the Air 
Еогсе--І took courses at Columbia 
and the New School. 1 had the fiction 
editor of Esquire, Rust Hills, as a cre- 
ative-writing professor at Columbia. 1 
still have a note from him saying, 
“Never submit anything to Esquire ever 
again. You're a hateful, stupid bastard. 
Esquire hates you.” It was kind of a 
shock at that age. 


In: ^ 7? s a es e Mi is imposed by 


the will of the state. Whereas with soma, 
in Aldous Huxley's Brave New World, it's 
the will of the people. I've always oper- 
ated on that second theory. Nobody is 
stealing our freedoms. We're dealing 
them off. Thar's the dark side of the 


American dream. I've always seen 
myself as a carrier of the torch against 
that urge. I always took it for granted. 
Just like I always took it for granted that 
if I wanted to run for president I could. 
I could do it. It's a nice way to think for 
most of your life, to be able to sustain 
that. Attitude counts for a lot. 


0) Demo/, Lion 


When you push a car offa cliff and blow 
it up, be sure to roll the windows down 
to avoid shrapnel. Also, strip the license 
plate so you're not billed for the cleanup. 


On; aif 


ass in high school was the first 
one in the history of Louisville Male 
High to have girls in it, though still 
no blacks. I fell in love with a cheer- 
leader. I can't say it was distracting—I 
was just not in the habit of going to 
class. But I wasn't cutting school to go 
back and jack off in an alley and eat 
cotton candy. My friends and I would 
go drink beer and read Plato's parable 
of the caves. We would go to taverns 
and read things like All the King’s Men. 
Yes sir, it was a smart gang. When a 
judge at juvenile court sent me off to 
prison, I saw there was not a lot of 
future in jail. That is a vital piece of 
knowledge. I've never been back. I've 
been in holding tanks and such, but 
they've never convicted me. 


0; the уа 


My original job іп the Air Force was 
repairing avionics and electronics. We 
were like the candy man: If your 
machine was out, you had to wait for us. 
And 90 percent of the problems were 
vacuum tubes. This was before solid- 
state engineering. So you'd replace a 
tube or two and they thought you were 
fucking Einstein. Machines would come 
back to life; planes would fly. Just pull a 
tube and stick another one in there. It 
was a cinch. 

The military was kind of your friend 
in those days. You could jump a ride on 
military air-transport planes. If the 
plane was empty you could take people 
with you—even a girl. You could travel 
with the base football team, sitting on 
those paratrooper seats along the sides 
of the aircraft, against the tin walls. 

At my station, Eglin Air Force Base in 
Florida, we had Bart Starr as the start- 
ing quarterback of the base football 
team. Everybody served. We had a 
bunch of all-Americans on the team. 
People went from the Eglin Eagles to 
the Green Bay Packers. 

The draft civilized the military. It 
wasn't a permanent status; it was service. 


“Permission to come aboard, madam.” 
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It has a civilizing effect—you have a 
whole different attitude when you're in 
there for two years. And so does the top 
brass. The abolition of the draft was a 
momentous event. When you abolish the 
draft you've got mercenaries. 


0; Ре 5; 272 


When I wasin the Ай Force I wadld take 
classes on the base. One of the classes I 
took was for something that terrified me 
more than anything in life: public speak- 
ing. It was terrifying. I don’t know how I 
ever became a sought-after speaker. 
When the Hells Angels book came out 
I was forced to go out and do publicity 
for it. It was still hard for me. They told 
me that if I could write a convincing arti- 
cle I could write a speech. I'd seen senior 
officers try to master public speaking in 
order to get promoted to field-grade 
positions—it was like survival for them. 
Succeed or die. Public speaking was a 
required skill. But when I got the sports 
editorship at the base newspaper— 
because the guy who was doing it was 
drunk, busted for the third time for piss- 
ing in public—I never had to master it. 
One problem I have with public speak- 
ing is the sound system— 1 rarely get there 
in time to do a sound check. So the sound 
ends up distorted or you lose the bass. 


On Nutrition 


Grapefruit is vital to my lifestyle. І eat 
grapefruits, oranges, lemons, kiwis. І also 


need something green with every meal— 
some vegetables on the plate. Even if it's 
just some sliced tomatoes and green 
onions in a pinch. It's both aesthetic and 
healthy. If I take a look at a plate and see 
brown, gray, white, I can't eat it. I want 
to see some red and green. 

Drink six to eight glasses of water a 
day. When you don't drink enough water 
you lose your taste for it. When you're 
chronically dehydrated the body misses 
it, but it has a self-fooling mechanism 
where you don't think about it. Then you 
have to reeducate your taste buds for it. 
At first you can't drink much pure water. 
I've worked up to five or six glasses a day. 
At first I could barely do one. 

I had started the hydration process 
before I broke my leg in Hawaii at Christ- 
mastime in 2003. Everybody had been 
telling me. I was going into the Aspen 
Club—to the sports medicine depart- 
ment—to learn to walk after my spinal 
surgery earlier that same year. I wasn't 
supposed to recover from that. 

I've really enjoyed my body. I've used 
it. One of the things I've been most 
impressed with in my life is the 
resiliency of the human body: They did 
both my spinal surgery and my leg 
surgery without putting any metal in 
me. No metal, Bubba. 


0, Medicine 


A lot of doctors are reluctant to take 
responsibility for me. Nobody wants to be 
the doctor who killed Hunter Thompson. 


"And I say the autopsy will prove me right!” 


I don't trust the medical establishment, but 
I do trust individual doctors. I'm straight 
with doctors. They have to learn that they 
can talk to me straight, too. There's no 
point in trying to conceal anything. I 
appreciate the ones who take risks on me, 
and I have to look out for the chickenshit 

Most physicians are quacks. In Hawaii, 
when I broke my leg, they wouldn't give 
me any painkillers because I'd been 
drinking. Alcohol is supposed to be dan- 
gerous with painkillers. But depending 
on the person, that can be unnecessarily 
dogmatic. Body weight makes a big dif- 
ference. If I sit around here doing hit for 
hit of almost anything except acid with a 
100-pound woman, she'll get twice as 
ripped as me. 

Anyway, the doctors wouldn't give me 
painkillers. They wanted me off the 
island. Nobody wanted responsibility. The 
doctors, the university where I spoke, the 
organizers of the marathon I was cover- 
ing, the hotel where I stayed—they all 
wanted me out. It was hell. When they 
tried to load me onto a full commercial 
flight, they jammed my broken leg into 
the fuselage of the plane. I was the last 
to board. Imagine the wonderment of the 
other 200 passengers upon hearing this 
incredible uproar at the front of the air- 
craft—my ever-increasingly violent 
screams. All those passengers delayed 45 
minutes, unable to see what was going on 
and unable to get up from their seats. 
Finally the airline had to give up. I've 
learned that when you get that mean, 
most people try to get away from it. And 
if they are assigned to handle you physi- 
cally, they really want to get away from it. 


0; Mobility I got back from 


I was helpless 
Hawaii. I had to shit in buckets. I had to 
learn how to move between wheelchairs. 
I had to learn to walk for the second time 
in one year. That was survival. It's very 
hard controlling your environment when 
you're in a wheelchair. Or in pain. 
"There are some advantages to being in 
a wheelchair but only when you can get 
out of it. It can be a wonderful way to 
travel. But not as nice as in a private jet. 
I'd do just about anything in this world 
to avoid flying commercial. 


O Dyu 


Most drugs have been very good to me. 
I use drugs, and if I abuse them, well, 
show me where. What do you mean 
abuse them, you jackass? What's abuse? 
Like most anything else, it's about paying 
attention. It's simple. It's not some exotic 
school of thought I picked up some- 
where; it's paying attention. Concentrat- 
ing. It's something you have to do your 
whole life. 

I watch it and make sure people can 
handle things. You have to be super aware 
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of who is fucked-up, who is angry. Not at 
you necessarily, but who is dangerous. 
Who is not the same friendly guy you 
were talking to yesterday. See how differ- 
ent things affect different people. Then 
avoid them if you have to, or keep an eye 
on them. You can help people at some 
stage of their anger, but there's a point 
beyond which you can't do anything. 

Steroid-based nasal spray can turn you 
into a monster. 

The worst side of drug use is getting 
the drugs. Yeah, the police are my drug 
problem. You just can't travel with drugs 
anymore. That forces you to get your 
drugs from the local market when you go 
to a strange town. That affects the people 
you spend time with. 

I've never made a nickel or dime off 
drugs. Never sold them. That's vital to 


— HE Sct of — 


the karma. Keeping a balance—not get- 
ting greedy. I would also feel somehow 
responsible for my clients. And most 
full-time dealers I’ve known have spent 
time in prison. It’s part of the bargain. 
You have to put some of that profit 
away—probably half of it—against the 
day when you have to make a big bail or 
pay a lawyer. The one thing the Hells 
Angels did religiously was pay their bail 
bondsman. Every month, every bill. He's 
the guy who would be right there when 
anybody got busted. Call him anytime 
day or night, anywhere. He'd always 
come get you. 

I don't advocate drugs and whiskey 
and violence and rock and roll, but 
they've always been good to me. I've 
never advised people who can't handle 
drugs to take them, just as people who 


can't drive well should not drive 80 miles 
an hour on any road. That's a point. 
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I have no patience for malevolent drunks. 
No patience. Drugs, drink, it’s no excuse. 

Booze is probably the most dangerous 
substance—it's so available, and it’s easy 
to get really wrecked. I felt a sense of 
amusement when I first read a book 
called Nation of Drunkards. 105 a beautiful 
book—in the rare-book category. It’s a 
history of alcohol and the forming of 
America. The nation really was conceived 
in a river of booze. 

There’s a basic difference in consumers 
of whiskey or any other substance, and 
that is the difference between being a 
binger and a chipper. I have understood 
for many years that I'm a chipper. The 
binger sets time aside to get wasted, to go 
on a binge. The chipper, like me, just 
does it all the time. It takes awhile to get 
settled in your patterns like I am—if you 
live that long. 
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Takibg ‹ on eng of people was the ulti- 
mate fun. And then running off with their 
women. The Genghis Khan approach. It 
was romantic. I got the shit kicked out 
of me a lot. But it was fun. That’s an un- 
healthy attitude—which is why I don't 
recommend it to other people. 

Getting into rumbles without having 
any idea what you're doing is danger- 
ous. I did it, but I learned. There are 
some basic rules. For one thing, any 
crowd or gang can murder you—no 
matter what kind of crowd. A crowd of 
schoolgirls can kill you. 

Fighting gangs of people is very 
risky. If you ever get caught trying to 
defend yourself, attack one person in 
the crowd. Just try to kill that person. 
Concentrate, like a shark. Don’t attack 
randomly. I've found that's about the 
only way to fight a mob. Kill one of 
them, or try, or seem eager or willing to. 
People will want to kill you for doing 
that, but it usually turns the momentum 
of a senseless brawl where you're justa 
soccer ball. When the soccer ball can 
attack you and bite your cheek off, the 
game changes. 

I was ahead of the game when I real- 
ized that if I tried to kill one person the 
rest would back off. 

You want to take on a large one. Take 
on a symbolic leader, the spokesman, 
the bully. A swift and violent kick to 
the nuts after a glass of water to the face 
is always good—and I mean a crotch 
twister, boy. There's a big difference 
between a sort of snap-kick to the nuts 
and one with a follow-through, where 
you go all the way through the crotch 
with force. Use the leg—hit with a 
higher part than the foot so there's a 
narrow point of impact. 


Though it's probably better to stay out 
of rumbles, І miss itin a way. 1 hate bul- 
lies and like to take them on. There's that 
red line. It becomes like a two-minute 
drill in a playoff game. There's no reason, 
just survival. It’s game time. I've fright- 
ened myself and other people with the 
extremes to which I can carry it. 

Just because you give up fighting with 
your knuckles doesn't mean you give up 
fighting. That's the deadly serious un- 
derbelly of gonzo—the fist inside the 
glove. I'm still every bit as willing to take 
on a fight. You just have to figure out 
where and when. You need to know by 
gut instinct when the numbers are 
against you. You need to choose your 
battles—and your battleground—care- 
fully. You don't want to volunteer to be 
destroyed. Pick your spots. 

And there's no reason to see it all as a 
battle anyway. 
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That old thing about “this kid has a lot of 
talent" will take you a long way. But even- 


tually it has to pay off. Potential will run 
out—and it can run out suddenly. 
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Im gari not e to pain. I have a 
high tolerance for it. But I've never 
thought of pain as an option in any kind 
of dentistry question. Pain has always 
been a given. An assumption. Pain? Of 
course you'll have pain if you do a root 
canal. I've never had dentistry without 
pain—until a recent epiphany that is 
going to be one of the main clinical dis- 
coveries of our time. 

I don't fear the dentist. It's just not 
someplace I'd choose to go. You don't 
look forward to a root canal. They put 
that rubber dam across your mouth. You 
can't talk to the dentist. You can't say, 
“What the fuck are you doing?" One of 
my problems is that I'm too conscious of 
what he's doing. I kind of critique him as 
he's going along. I make the classic mis- 
take of dumb people: I think I know 
more than the dentisı 

I want as little pain as possible. My 
dentist—a half-bright quack; not a bad 
dentist but a simple one—will not give 
anybody pain pills. He hates giving me 
the gas. I don't have much use for the 
gas anyway, though the first whiff or 
two can be nice. 

Turns out music is really the best rem- 
edy for pain. Not just music but domi- 
nant music, top volume. I hadn't fucked 
around with headphones since the 
19705, but recently I introduced music 
on a scale that I had not thought of. 
before. It was with a little CD Walkman. 
1 finally figured out how to turn it up to 
top volume. I used this Discman prop- 
erly for the first time. Boom. I had my 
own studio, my own speakers. 

I did have a normal quotient of whiskey. 
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But I wouldn't say the whiskey was а 
factor. Another ingredient was the weed 
I thought I'd try. When I finally told 
the dentist, “Goddamn it, your stuff 
sucks. I'm going to go out and smoke 
some weed in the car," he said, "Yeah, 
that's the way to do it." It's not like he's 
a goddamn Jesus freak of some kind 
Now they say, "Of course you should 
have self-medicated. You should have 
done it all along." 

Be sure to self-medicate. I used to 
think of needing painkillers after den- 
tistry. Ho-ho. 

I could barely get into the dentist's 
chair. I was as high as four dogs. In a 
good mood. But it was hard to get to 
the chair and socked in. I felt like I was 
in command of the world. I had my sun- 

asses on. I had the CD player i 
crotch. I had a strong drink of Chivas 
Regal and ice in easy reach to my left. 

None of the things you're normally 
conscious of—probes, sticking cotton in 
your mouth, the pain of the injec- 
tions—mattered once I turned the 
music on. At top volume you can't 
ignore it. The music is louder and more 


intense than the pain. And then when 
he brought in the drill—which you can 
normally feel even if it’s not always 
painful...nothing. 

Hot damn! I was so excited about my 
discovery that I tried to tell the dentist 
about it while I was in the chair. But I 
had that rubber in my mouth. So I just 
put the fucking headphones back on. 
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When addressing á former presídent, Mr. 
President is the proper form. But I also 
call one Jimmy. Of course, some of them 
are best addressed as Swine. 
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Humor is important—I can't think of 
anything much more important. Not nec- 
essarily to make people laugh but to 
make them smile. I find that if I can 
laugh with someone or get them to laugh 
with me, that's an immediate bond. It's 
not something I write down or memorize 
before I go out. It becomes a habit, a sur- 
vival technique. 
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Making your enemies laugh once is no 
big trick. But making them laugh twice, 
three times, against their better judg- 
ment, makes them notice. 

It’s like when you shoot a gun in pub- 
lic. The first shot doesn't get people's 
attention. Hell, I don't notice a shot unless 
it's right outside my window. But the 
second shot gets everybody s attention. 
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When it comes to clothes, it's easier to 
talk about the dark side of the Ameri- 
can dream in a clown's garb than a cler- 
gyman's. But dressing with a sense of 
humor has its drawbacks. I have a shirt 
covered with fishing lures—they re silver 
rubber minnows. Sometimes when I'm 
wearing it I’ll reach down to scratch my 
rib and feel this scaly shit. God, what a 
shock. I’m used to finding weird things 
wrong with me—what the fuck is that?— 
but not scales. 

I like the way sunglasses look, but I sel- 
dom wear really dark glasses. I've found 
that if people can see my through 
the lenses it's more comfortable. I try not 
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to have my costume be a problem for me 
or other people. 

I'll wear Chucks with a tuxedo. Is that 
confrontational? There are times when 
I'll wear a blazer for no particular rea- 
son. They have good pockets. It's easy, 
comfortable. 

I love what people call my Cı 
Colors, which I bought at Abercrombie 
Fitch in the early 1970s. Every once in a 
while I wish I had bought the pants, too. 
It's a hunting outfit, sort of a precursor to 
those blaze orange outfits. It's a very well- 
made coat—it has a game bag that folds 
out of the back. The bag's waterproof, plas- 
tic lined—you can shoot a duck and pop it 
into the pouch. It'll carry ice for drinks. 
And it doesn't leak blood. Somewhere in 
there are loops for shotgun shells. 

I've always bought, been treated to or 
stolen the highest-quality clothing I can. 
Shit, it saves a lot of money not having to 
go out and buy new shirts every year. 

When I carry a gun it's always in a 
shoulder holster. That's when you want 
to have looser-fitting coats. There are 
times when it's better not to be obvious 
with your gun—most of the time, really. 
Unless you're out shooting with people 
or doing something where other people 
have guns, it's better not to advertise it 
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Total darkness And no clothes is the only 
way to swim. Swimming in clothes seems 
almost obscene to me. 


Choosing the right friends із a life-or- 
death matter. But you really see it only 
in retrospect. Гуе always considered that 
possibly my highest talent—recognizing 
and keeping good friends. And you be: 
ter pay attention to it, because any fa 
ure in that regard can be fatal. You need 
friends who come through. You should 
always be looking around for good 
friends because they really dress up your 
life later on. 

In the end, it's not so much how to suc- 
ceed in life as it is how to survive the life 
you have chosen. 
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I'm too oldtó adopt conceits or airs. I 
have nothing left to prove. It's kind of 
fun to look at it—instead of a personal 
challenge to the enemy out there, just 
enjoy the evidence. I can finally look at it 
objectively. Not "Who is this freak over 
here?" but "Who am I?" I've gotten to 
that point where it's take it or leave it. 
Whatever way I've developed seems okay 
to me on the evidence. So what if the 
score is against me? I’ve been on the 
battlefield for a long time. I suppose I 
always will be—just my nature. 
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FOOT WORK 


(continued from page 110) 
from the clinic, and you fly to Hong 
Kong. You realize the clinic is just Lenny, 
a guy with a Russian accent who lives in 
a suite in the Park Hampton Hotel. You 
give him half your income. 

Don't laugh, but the downside is you 
never have time to go shopping. The 
money just piles up. Your uniform is a fur 
coat. To fit into this new world you get 
good gold and platinum jewelry. You 
keep a head of perfect glossy hair. Sitting 
in the lobby of the Ritz-Carlton, you see 
a few kids you went to reflexology college 
with now wearing Armani suits and 
Chanel cocktail dresses. Kids who used to 
be vegan bicycle commuters, now you see 
them climbing into and out of limousines. 
You see them eating alone at small tables 
in hotel dining rooms, drinking cocktails 
at the bar in private airports, waiting for 
the next chartered jet. 

What used to be idealistic dreamers, 
now lured into professional foot work. 

These hippie dreadlocked earth moth- 
ers and goateed skater punks, you hear 
them on the telephone giving sell orders 
to their stockbrokers. Stashing money in 
offshore accounts and Swiss safety deposit 
boxes. Haggling over uncut diamonds 
and Krugerrands. 

Boys named Trout and Pony, Lizard 
and Oyster, now they're all called Dirk. 
Girls named Buttercup are all called 
Dominique. 

This flood of people doing foot work, it 
brings the price down. Soon enough, 
instead of servicing software billionaires 
and oil sheikhs, you're loitering in a hotel 
bar wearing last year's Prada and turn- 
ing foot tricks for 20 bucks a pop. You're 
slipping under tables to manipulate the 
feet of conventioneers sitting in restaurant 
back booths. You're bursting out of big 


fake birthday cakes to do the feet of whole 
football teams just to keep up the pay- 
ments on your parents' retirement home. 

It's just a matter of time before you con- 
tract some incurable toenail fungus under 
your silk-wrapped French manicure. 

You do all this just to pay the interest on 
money you borrowed from Lenny and his 
Russian Mafia. Money borrowed to buy 
stocks that tanked. Stocks recommended 
by Lenny. Or to buy the jewelry and shoes 
Lenny said you'd need to fit in. 

You're in the lobby bar at the Park 
Hampton Hotel, trying to talk a drunk 
businessman into a $10 foot job in the 
men's room. That's when you see her, 
Angelique, walking across the lobby, 
headed for the elevators. Her hair shining. 
Her furs dragging on the carpet behind 
her high-heeled feet. Angelique still look- 
ing great. Your eyes catch hers, and with 
one gloved hand she waves you over. 

When the elevator comes, she says 
she's going up to Lenny's penthouse 
suite. The clinic. 

She looks at you in your scuffed high 
heels, your fingernails chipped and 
jagged, and she says, "Come see what the 
next growth industry will be...” 

The elevator stops on the 50th floor, 
the whole penthouse leased to Lenny. 
"Two pin-striped suits full of muscle stand 
guarding a door. It's these goons you pay 
Lenny's cut to, half of everything you 
make. One guard says your names into 
a microphone pinned to his lapel, and 
the doors unlock with a loud buzz. 

Inside it's just you and Angelique and 
Lenny. 

Don't laugh, but lonely and isolated 
as your life is doing foot work—Lenny's 
life looks worse. Locked up here on the 
penthouse floor, wearing a white terry- 
cloth bathrobe all day, counting his 
money and talking on the telephone. The 
only furniture is a desk chair, the seat 


"I object, Your Honor! The jury is having sex with the witness!" 


stained and dirty. A mattress is flopped 
near walls of glass that look out over the 
whole city. On a computer screen stock 
prices scroll up without stopping. 

Lenny comes to the both of you, his 
bathrobe hanging open, wearing wrinkled 
striped boxer shorts inside, white socks 
turned yellow on his feet. Lenny reaches 
both hands toward Angelique's face and 
says, “Му angel, my favorite.” Не cups her 
face in his hands and says, “How are you?" 

In her high heels Angelique must be a 
head taller than he is. She smiles, saying, 
“Lenny...” 

And Lenny smacks her, hard, across 
her face. He says, "You're cheating on 
me, that's how you are." He holds one 
hand up, the palm open and ready to 
smack her again. Lenny says, "You're tak- 
ing outside assignments, aren't you?" 

Holding one gloved hand to her cheek, 
hiding the red print of Lenny's hand, 
Angelique says, “Baby, no..." 

And Lenny drops his hand. He turns 
his back to her. Lenny goes to look out 
the windows, the city spread out right 
next to his mattress. 

“Baby,” Angelique says, "let me show 
you something new.” 

Angelique looks at you. 

She goes to stand next to him, putting 
her gloved hands on his shoulders from 
behind, and Angelique says, “Let 
Mommy show you how much she still 
loves her baby..." 

She steers Lenny to sit on the mattress. 
"Then to lie back. She slips the yellowed 
sock off each foot. 

"Come on, baby," she says. Taking off 
her gloves she says, "You know I give 
great foot..." 

Then Angelique does what you've 
never seen before. She gets down on her 
knees. She opens her mouth, her lips 
stretched wide and thin, and runs her 
tongue along the bottom of Lenny's sole. 
Angelique cups her lips around Lenny's 
heel, and Lenny starts to moan. 

Don't laugh, but there are jobs worse 
than the worst job you can imagine. A 
media mogul with no history of high 
blood pressure, he's found dead of a 
stroke in a room at the Four Seasons. A 
rock star in perfect health dies of kidney 
failure after a foot massage in the 
Chateau Marmont. 

We have access to the feet of presidents 
and sultans. CEOs and movie stars. Kings 
and queens. We know how to make a paid 
hit look like natural causes. 

This is what Angelique tells you on the 
way down in the elevator. After Lenny 
moaned and thrashed. After Angelique 
mouthed his foot until the one long 
moment Lenny sat up on the mattress, 
clutching his chest in both hands and gap- 
ing his open mouth at her as she was still 
sucking his heel. After his heart stopped 
Angelique pulled the bedsheets up to his 
chin. She wiped the lipstick off his foot 
and smeared more around her mouth. 
She unplugged his phones and told 
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the guards Lenny was taking a long nap. 

On the way down in the elevator, 
Angelique tells you this was her last foot 
job. This kind of foot hit paid a million 
bucks, cash. A rival agency had hired her 
to bump off Lenny, and now she was out 
of the business for good. 

In the lobby bar the two of you have a 
cocktail to get the taste of Lenny's foot 
out of her mouth. Just one last good-bye 
drink. Then Angelique says to look 
around the hotel lobby. The men in suits. 
"The women in fur coats. They're all Rolf- 
ing killers, she says. Reiki killers. Colonic 
irrigation assassins. 

Angelique says that, in gem therapy, 
just by putting a quartz crystal on some- 
one's heart, then an amethyst on his liver 
and a turquoise on his forehead, you can 
induce a coma that results in death. Just 
by sneaking into a room and rearranging 
someone's bedroom set, a feng shui 
expert can trigger kidney disease. 

"Moxibustion," she says, the science 
of burning cones of mugwort on some- 
one's acupuncture points, "it can kill. So 
can shiatsu." 

She drinks the last of her cocktail and 
takes off the strand of pearls around 
her neck. 

All those cures and remedies that claim 
to be 100 percent natural ingredients, 
therefore 100 percent safe, Angelique 
laughs about those. She says cyanide is 
natural. So is arsenic. 

She hands the pearls to you and says, 
"From now on, I'm back to being Lentil.” 

That's how you want to remember 
Angelique, not the way she looked in 
the newspaper the next day, fished out of 
the river in a soggy mink coat. Her ear- 
rings and diamond watch taken to make 
it look like a robbery. Not with her feet 
fondled to death but dead the old- 
fashioned way, with a hollow-point bullet 
to the back of her perfect French braid. 
A warning to all the Dirks and Domi- 
niques who might jump ship. 

"The clinic calls, not Lenny but some 
other Russian accent, trying to send you 
to clients, but you don't trust them. The 
guards saw you with Lentil. Up at the 
penthouse. They must have another hol- 
low point ready for the back of your head. 

Your folks call from Florida to say a 
black town car keeps following them, and 
somebody calls to ask if they know how to 
find you. By now you're already running 
from flophouse to flophouse, giving back- 
alley foot jobs for enough cash to stay alive. 

You tell your folks: Be careful. You tell 
them not to get massaged by anybody 
they don't know. Calling them from a pay 
phone, you tell them never to mess with 
aromatherapy. Auras. Reiki. Don't laugh, 
but you're going to be traveling for a long 
time, maybe the rest of your life. 

You can't explain. By now you've run 
out of quarters, so you tell your folks 
good-bye. 


ном 


Below is a list of retailers and 
manufacturers you can con- 
tact for information on where 
to find this month's merchan- 
dise. To buy the apparel and 
equipment shown on pages 
34, 39-42, 78-83, 112-117 
and 162-163, check the list- 
ings below to find the stores 
nearest. you. 


GAMES 

Page 34: Capcom, capcom 
«сот. Electronic Arts, 
ea.com. id Software, idsoftware.com. Mid- 
way, midway.com. Take-Two Interactive, 
take2games.com. Ubisoft, ubi.com. 


MANTRACK 

Pages 39-42: Amber Lounge, amber 
-lounge.com. Evolution Surf, evolution 
surf.com. Flos, flos.com. Hótel de Paris, 
moritecarloresort.com. Mas Yacht, 
mas-yacht.com. Richard Mille, westime 
watches.com. Suzuki, suzukimusic.com. 
Yamaha, yamaha.com. 


RUNWAY MODELS 

Pages 78-83: Ferrari, courtesy of Ferrari 
of Beverly Hills, 310-275-4400, or 
ferraribeverlyhills.com. 


SUMMER STYLE DIARY 

Pages 112-117: Alain Mikli, available at 
Lunettes Inc. in NYC. Angular Momentum, 
angularmomentum.com. Aramis, available 
at department stores nationwide. Armani 
Jeans, emporioarmani.com. Baxter of Cal- 
ifornia, baxterofcalifornia.com. Beretta, 
212-319-3235. Birkenstock, birkenstock 
„сот. Brooks, brooksrunning.com. Brooks 
Brothers, brooksbrothers.com. Bullie, 
bulliecare.com. Calvin Klein Collection, 
Calvin Klein in NYC. Calvin Klein Under- 
wear, cku.com. Catherine M. Zadeh, catherine 
zadeh.com. Charvet, available at Bergdorf 
Goodman. Chip & Pepper, available at 
Bloomingdale's. Donell Skin, donellskin 
„сот. Dooney & Bourke, 800-347-5000. 


CREDITS: PHOTOGRAPHY BY: P. 1 PATTY BEAUOET-FRANCES, ECHRISTOPHER FELVER/CORDIS, 
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DSquared, available at select 
Bloomingdale's. Ecko 
Unlimited, available at 
Macy's. Emporio Armani, 
emporioarmani.com. French 
Connection, available at 
Marshall Field's. Gillette, 
available at drugstores 
nationwide, Giorgio Armani, 
giorgioarmani.com. Hickey 
Freeman, available at Hickey 
Freeman in NYC. Iceberg, 
Macy's West in Beverly 
Hills. /.Travel, i-travel 
footwear.com. Jan Leslie, janleslie.com. 
John Varvatos, johnvarvatosscent.com. 
Johnston & Murphy, johnstonandmurphy 
.com. Joseph Abboud, askjosephabboud 
„сот, Kenneth Cole Reaction, available at 
Macy's. Lab Series for Men, labseriesfor 
men.com. Mare Jacobs, available at Saks 
Fifth Avenue. Menscience, menscience.com. 
Men-U, men-uusa.com. Mezlan, mezlan 
shoes.com. Omega, 800-75-OMEGA. Pirelli, 
available at Apollo Express in МҮС. Privo, 
privousa.com. Ray-Ban, rayban.com. Robert 
Marc, robertmarc.com. Robert Talbott, 
roberttalbott.com. Rosasen, rosasen.com. 
Shiseido Men, available at Nordstrom. 
Southuick, southwickclothing.com. Stubbs 
and Wootton, stubbsandwootton.com. 
Swatch, swatch.com. Swiss Army, swiss 
army.com. Tag Heuer, tagheuer.com. Timex, 
timex.com. Torino, torinoinc.com. 
Tourneau, tourneau.com. Truffles from La 
Maison du Chocolat, 212-744-7117. The Vil- 
lage Hat Shop, villagehatshop.com. Wilson, 
wilson.com. Zirh, zirh.com. 


POTPOURRI 

Pages 162-163: 1792 Ridgemont Reserve, 
available at liquor stores nationwide. 
Canary Wireless, canarywireless.com. Chat- 
terBox, chatterboxusa.com. Freeplay, 
freeplay.com. NDMX, ndmxgolf.com. 
Sheets Gone Wild, damonanthony.com. 
Spherex, spherexinc.com. Velasco Enter- 
prises, fightingcolors.com. Voltaic Systems, 
voltaicsystems.com. 
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KLITSCHKO 


(continued from page 87) 
KLITSCHKO: We always wanted to try 
Coke. I had heard about it but had never 
tried it. When I got here I drank so much 
I got sick. I brought a can back to the 
Ukraine for my brother. He was so 
happy. I also brought him some Bubbli- 
cious gum. 


о? 
PLAYBOY: Your brother, Wladimir, like 
you, is a former WBO champion. What 
would it take for the two of you to fight? 
KLITSCHKO: My brother always says he 
never had a chance to fight me. There's 
a five-year age difference. So when he 
was 10, І was 15. Now we would never 
fight. We promised my mother. І don't 
want to fight my brother anyway. It’s 
too dangerous for me. 


% 


Ir 
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PLAYBOY: You were dismissed from the 
1996 Olympics after you had tested pos- 
itive for a banned substance. It was 
learned that a doctor had given you 
steroids to treat a leg injury without your 
knowledge. How upset were you? 

KLITSCHKO: I was so disappointed. 
Nobody supported me. I tried to explain 
that I didn't know where it came from, 
but no one would believe me. Eventu- 
ally it came out that my doctor had given 
me medication that contained a banned 
substance without my knowledge. I 
thought I would only get fined, but they 
cut me from the team. I took it hard. 
My goal was an Olympic gold medal, and 
I knew I could beat everybody. I was 
already at the top of the amateur rank- 
ings. I was really depressed after that. 
because someone else made a mistake. 
that I paid for. But my brother made 


"What did I tell you, guys? The exit to the water ride has 
the best view in the park!” 


my dream come true. He was supposed 
to fight heavyweight. After І was dropped 
he moved up in weight class to super- 
heavyweight, the division 1 was supposed 
to fight in. He brought the gold medal 
home and said, “Brother, this is for you.” 


os 

PLAYBOY: What is Don King really like? 
KLITSCHKO: He called me at the Olympic 
Games. My brother had won the gold 
medal. A guy next to me in the stands 
handed me a cell phone and said, “Don 
King wants to talk to you." He wanted 
to be our manager. He brought us to a 
Mike Tyson fight and gave us a proposal. 
He even sang to us once, at his house in 
Las Vegas. He sat at the piano and began 
playing. I was surprised—I had no idea 
he was so good! Then I noticed the ped- 
als moving automatically. His feet weren't 
on them. The piano was playing by itself. 
I realized you have to be careful with this 
guy. Everything is sleight of hand. 


010 
PLAYBOY: You have а Ph.D. in sports sci- 
ence from the University of Kiev, mak- 
ing you the most educated champ in 
boxing history. Your thesis was titled 
"Talent and Talent Encouragement." 
Give us the gist of it. 
KLITSCHKO: The focus was on talent and 
where it comes from. Is talent a gift from 
God? Does it come from your parents? Is 
it self-developed? Why do thousands of 
boys and girls play a sport but only a 
few have the skills to succeed at it? It's not 
just sports. It also applies to things like 
music, art and business. 


011 

PLAYBOY: You lost the WBO heavyweight 
title to Chris Byrd in 2000 when you 
quit after tearing a rotator cuff in your 
shoulder. How difficult was it to throw 
in the towel? 

KLITSCHKO: It was really hard. 1 couldn't 
see. The pain made my eyes foggy, and 
the ringside doctor told me fighting 
through it could end my career. І worry 
about my health, and I knew I couldn't 
fight anymore. Two days later I had to 
have major surgery. It was harder to 
listen to the critics and the fans who said 
I had no heart. 


oie 

PLAYBOY: A ringside doctor stopped your 
2003 fight against Lennox Lewis after 
you suffered a cut to your eyelid that 
later required at least 60 stitches. Lewis 
has said if the fight had gone a couple 
more rounds he would have knocked 
you out. What do you think? 

KLITSCHKO: Lewis told everyone before 
the fight that he would knock me out in 
three rounds. When they stopped the 
fight after six rounds І was ahead on 
points. I beat him, but the doctor stopped 
the fight. Lewis talks too much. After the 
fight he promised me a rematch. Then 


he told me I had to fight Kirk Johnson 
first. So I fought Kirk Johnson and 
knocked him out. The boxing commis- 
sion began putting pressure on Lewis, 
saying if he didn't fight me he would lose 
the title. He retired instead. I am the per- 
son who sent him into retirement. He 
made a smart decision. 


013 
PLAYBOY: Which loss was harder to get 
over, the one to Byrd or to Lewis? 
KLITSCHKO: They were very different. 
After the fight with Byrd everyone cri 
cized me. After the fight with Lewis 
everyone gave me compliments. People 
came up to me and apologized for their 
criticism. 1 changed their opinions. 


Q14 

ү: You used the Eagles’ "Hotel Cal- 
is your intro music for the Lewis 
fight. Couldn't you find something more 
intimidating? 

KLITSCHKO: A journalist once asked me 
about my music after I went pro, and I 
said, "There was music?" I am concen- 
trating so hard on the fight that I don't 
hear it. Music is for the audience, not the 
I just use my favorite stuff. I used 
“Hotel California" against Lewis in Los 
Angeles, and everyone thought it was a 
marketing move. It wasn't. It was just a 
song I really like. 


015 

PLAYBOY: You've said that when heavy- 
weight Danny Williams knocked out 
Mike Tyson he destroyed your dream. 
What did you mean by that? 

KLITSCHKO: When I was 15 Tyson became 
the youngest heavyweight champ in his- 
tory. Gorbachev allowed the fight to air 
on Soviet TV. We were all excited about 
seeing it. I told everybody I would be a 
professional world champion one day 
and would beat Tyson. All my friends 
laughed and said it would never happen. 
I remember looking at the TV and say- 
ing, "One day I'll fight you and beat you, 
Iron Mike." It was a big motivation for 
my entire professional career. We finally 
discussed it with his management. He 
was fighting Williams first, and we didn't 
think anything of it. Who was Danny 
Williams? He was nothing for Tyson. But 
then Williams knocked him out and 
destroyed my dream. I was so disap- 
pointed and angry. I decided I would 
show everyone I would beat the guy who 
beat Tyson, so I fought Williams and 
knocked him out. 


916 

PLAYBOY: And now, because you can't get 
a rematch with Lewis, you're fighting 
Hasim Rahman, who knocked out Lewis. 
Where are the big names? 

KLITSCHKO: Right now there's a new gen- 
eration of boxers, a lot of strong fight- 
ers, but no one knows their names. 1 


have a lot of respect for Hasim Rahman. 
He's a good, strong fighter. He knocked 
out Lewis because Lewis underesti- 
mated him. I won't underestimate him. 
I'll give my best and remain world 
champ for a long time. 


Qi? 

PLAYBOY: We've heard you used to go to 
the movies every day to brush up on your 
English. Would you recommend it as a 
learning tool? 

KLITSCHKO: When I was a child my 
mother tried to get me to study other 
languages. But I told her, "For what? 
We'll never have a chance to travel out- 
side our country." Then the iron curtain 
came down, and suddenly we had a 
chance to travel. I had to learn fast. Mov- 
ies helped, and they were free on the 
base. I speak Russian, German, French 
and English. Right now my son is my 
biggest English teacher, and he's been 
learning for only five years. He comes 
home from preschool, and I can't 
understand him. He has been helping 
me more than movies. 


018 

PLAYBOY: You were outspoken about the 
elections in the Ukraine. Do you believe 
celebrities should play a role in politics 
and world affairs? 

KLITSCHKO: Many people asked me why 
I got involved. They said I should stay 
out of the election. But I don't want to be 
passive. Every citizen should help 
develop the future of his country. I did it 
for my friends and family. My parents still 
live in the Ukraine. If I have a choice 
between a dictatorship and a democ- 
racy, I will always choose democracy 
because I know what it's like to grow up 
in a dictatorship. 


019 

PLAYBOY: You once played Gary Kasparov 
at chess. What happened? 

KLITSCHKO: Chess was another activity 
taught to children on the military base. 
Everyone played. Kasparov was our idol. 
One time in Germany when І was 25 or 
26 we were invited to play him. He 
played 20 of us simultaneously and won 
every game. 1 needed time to think of my 
next move, but Kasparov never even 
stopped to think. I was shocked. 


оге 

PLAYBOY: Give us а chess tip. 

KLITSCHKO: Chess is similar to boxing. 
You need to develop a strategy, and you 
need to think two or three steps ahead 
about what your opponent is doing. You 
have to be smart. But what's the differ- 
ence between chess and boxing? In chess 
nobody is an expert, but everybody 
plays. In boxing everybody is an expert, 
but nobody fights. 
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General Managers 


(continued from page 89) 

But Beane doesn't make decisions 
strictly on a statistical basis. Just as Lewis 
made his name writing about Wall 
Street, so Beane made for a natural 
subject because of his brutally frank 
commodity-management approach to 
roster assembly. Rather than sit on his 
heels, Beane tries to improve his cur- 
rent team while also keeping an eye 
toward the future. This past winter he 
tore down two thirds of the starting 
rotation's big three, dealing both Tim 
Hudson and Mark Mulder out of 
economic considerations and for the 
opportunity to acquire premier talent 
from the Braves and Cardinals. 

The A's front office has been raided 
repeatedly by teams trying to add a bit of 
the Oakland stroke. First Grady Fuson 
left the player development side, moving 
to Texas for a raise and an assistant gen- 
eral manager position. (He was later 
driven out by John Hart, the general 
manager famous for successfully re- 
building the Indians in the 1990s.) 

Subsequent defectors went straight 
to the top job in their new organiza- 
tions—J.P. Ricciardi to the Blue Jays in 
November 2001, then Paul DePodesta 
to the Dodgers in February 2004. Both 
men have tried to reproduce elements 
of what they learned in Oakland. Ric- 
ciardi, one of the game's better-regarded 
scouting minds, hired a stathead to 
complement his player development 
background. DePodesta, an accom- 
plished analyst in his own right, looked 


to shore up the Dodgers' moribund do- 
mestic scouting. While Ricciardi has to 
cope with the two powerhouses of the 
AL East and is signed up for a long- 
term rebuilding project, DePodesta has 
already done remarkable work in turn- 
ing around the Dodgers, emulating his 
mentor with bold free agent signings 
and trades. 

Last year's pennant winners, the 
Cardinals and Red Sox, both have stat- 
heads on the payroll. Boston settled 
for no less than Bill James himself. He 
is only one part of a front office team 
that does an unparalleled job of evalu- 
ating every decision, and Theo Epstein 
should be counted among the few gen- 
eral managers who can do their own 
homework. The general managers of 
several other teams are on board with 
gaining a statistical edge: The Indians’ 
Mark Shapiro, the Padres' Kevin Tow- 
ers and the Royals' Allard Baird are 
all identified with the Moneyball gener- 
ation. Beyond them, teams such as the 
Mariners, Brewers and Mets have 
made a point of hiring their own stat- 
heads in the past year, and a genera- 
tion of front office staffers who read 
Bill James in college is slowly moving 
anagement ladder. 
ntering an age in baseball his- 
tory when competition won't be ferocious 
just on the diamond. It has become a 
year-round effort, where franchises use 
data, data crunchers and scouting to 
in. Teams that don't adapt will get used 
to life in the cellar. 


“T think the Prince has something else going on 
with that slipper.” 


Big League Blues 


(continued from page 118) 


В 5. Washington Nationals 


Last season: 67-95. Fifth 

place, 29 games out. The Ex- 
pos were 20-23 in Puerto Rico over the 
past two years, compared with 67-51 
in Montreal. 
Off-season focus: While most of the at- 
tention was on finding a permanent 
home in the nation's capital, interim GM 
Jim Bowden revamped the left side of 
the infield by signing third baseman 
Vinny Castilla and shortstop Cristian 
Guzman. He also took a shot at resur- 
recting outfielder Jose Guillen's career. 
But Bowden couldn't help the pitching, 
coming up short on bids for lefty Odalis 
Perez and right-hander Jaret Wright. 
In-season prognosis: The Nats are hap- 
py to be somewhere they can call home. 
But they failed to improve the rotation 
and thus can't even pretend they'll be a 
factor in the NL East. 
Welcome to town: The Nationals are the 
darlings of D.C., which is welcoming big 
league baseball back to the city for the 
first time since the expansion Senators 
became the Texas Rangers in 1972. 


1. St. Louis 


di 


ing Last season: 105-57. First 
place, swept in the World Se- 
ries. The Cards became the first NL. 
Central team to play in a World Series. 
Off-season focus: GM Walt Jocketty de- 
cided to sacrifice offense—letting short- 
stop Edgar Renteria leave as a free agent 
and signing David Eckstein—to improve 
his rotation, which was exposed in the 
World Series. For the $10 million Boston 
will pay Renteria this year, the Cards 
were able to acquire Mark Mulder, Eck- 
stein and Mark Grudzielanek. 
In-season prognosis: The addition of 
Mulder gives St. Louis a legitimate ace for 
the rotation, but concern now shifts to the 
offense: Albert Pujols played through the 
pain of plantar fasciitis on his left heel 
and then hoped off-season rest would al- 
leviate the problem. In midwinter, how- 
ever, the soreness flared, bringing back 
memories of the struggles Mark McGwire 
faced with the same ailment. 

Welcome to town: Mulder, who has won 
72 games in the past four seasons, is 
making the move from the American 
League, a switch that has benefited 
pitchers in recent years. 


2. Chicago Cubs 


Last season: 89-73. Third 
place, 16 games out. The 
Cubs have put together back-to-back 


winning seasons for the first time since 
1971 and 1972. 

Off-season focus: The Cubs dabbled in 
free agent conversations, but general 
manager Jim Hendry's primary focus 


was to unload the festering problem of 


Sammy Sosa. He found a taker in Balti- 
more, even if it cost him $12 million. 
Sosa wore out his welcome when he 
dissed manager Dusty Baker and left the 
ballpark early on Fan Appreciation Day, 
touching off a backlash from teammates. 
In-season prognosis: The Cubbies have 
the best rotation in baseball, but ques 
tions exist about an offense that has lost 
Sosa and Moises Alou and a bullpen that 
has no experienced closer. Ryan Demp- 
ster, who showed late in the season he 
was ready to rebound from elbow 
surgery, will be relied on in a late-inning 
role. Joe Borowski hopes to bounce back 
after a rotator-cuff injury ruined his 
2004 season. 

Welcome to town: Rookie outfielder Ja- 
son Dubois, who had 32 homers and 104 
RBI between the Cubs and Class AAA 
Iowa last year, will get a platoon oppor- 
tunity in left field 


<> Last season: 76-86. Fourth 
place, 29 games out. With a 
ng outfield of Adam Dunn, Кеп 
and Austin Kearns, the Reds 
e 27-17. U nfortunately, because of 
injury, that's over the past two seasons. 
Off-season focus: Owner 
added nearly $22 million in payroll, 
which allowed GM Dan O'Brien to sign 
Eric Milton and trade for Ramon Ortiz, 


bolstering the rotation with two quality 
arms. The Reds also strengthened a 


Brewers right-hander Ben Sheets 
is coming off a season in which 
he had a franchise-record 264 
ba strikeouts. The former first- 
Î round draft pick has 20-win tal- 
ent and is now among the top 
س‎ tier of starting pitchers. 
t 0: What keeps you from want- 
ing out of Milwaukee? 
A: When you play baseball, you want to win. 
Pride comes with putting on a uniform. It 
would be a big thrill for me, our fans and the 
city to win here after being at the bottom for 
so long. I have a lot of baseball to play in the 
future, and hopefully it will be in Milwaukee. 
0: Were the last few seasons frustrating? 
A; Our play the past few years has been 
unacceptable. We've had good stretches, 
which means we're capable of being better 
than we have been. We have to extend those 
stretches and have more of them. 
0: Given its financial limitations, does Mil- 
waukee have a chance to compete? 
A: Expectations can be set too low in small 
markets. Maybe some teams have more tal- 
ent, but that doesn't mean we can't compete 
on a daily basis. 


«Тһе Book Says... 
*Never swing at a 3-0 pitch. 
Highest percentage of swings on a 
3-0 count: Astros (13.7), Angels (12.2), 
Indians (11.0), Cubs (10.9). 
+ Don't use the closer before the ninth 
inning. Most saves of four-plus outs: 
Braves (16), Cardinals (16), Dodgers 
(16), Devil Rays (15), Marlins (12). 
*Never walk the leadoff hitter. Most 
walks allowed to start an inning: Orioles 
(156), Blue Jays (127), White Sox (124), 
Rockies (121), Mariners (120). 
*Never give up a home run on an 0-2 
count. Most homers allowed on an 0-2 
count: Rockies (14), White Sox (12), 
Phillies (11), Royals (11), Yankees (11). 


bullpen that blew 30 saves last year with 
David Weathe Ben Weber and Kent 
Mercker. They were able to scrap the 
dumb idea of moving Kearns to third 
base with the signing of Joe Randa. 
In-season prognosis: The Reds did 
more to improve in the offs 
they have in a decade, but they 
have depth—meaning they won't be able 
to withstand injuries, which were to 
blame for second-half fades during the 
past two seasons. The team followed up 
а 35-61 finish in 2003 by losing 64 of its 
final 106 games in 2004 

Welcome to town: Milton has shown he 
can survive in hitters' ballparks, putting 
together winning records in Minnesota 
and Philadelphia. 


4. Houston Astros 


Last season: 92-70. Second 

place, 13 games out. The As- 
tros earned the NL wild card and lost to 
the Cards in the NLCS. They won a 
playoff series for the first time in the 
franchise's 43-year history. 


Off-season focus: Houston got a little off 


track. Owner Drayton McLane refused to 
allow rookie general manager Tim Pur- 
pura to get involved in free agent talks un- 
til the Carlos Beltran and Roger Clemens 
issues were settled. As a result Purpu 
never got a shot at bringing in impact free 
agents to shore up the rotation and 
bullpen. Adding to their woes, the Astros 
lost out on Beltran because McLane re- 
fused to include a no-trade clause. On the 
bright side, Clemens decided to push back 
retirement for another year. 

In-season prognosis: The outlook is 
bleak for the Astros, who are at least two 
starters and two big bats shy of compet- 
ing in this tough division. 

Welcome to town: Purpura took over for 
his former boss, Gerry Hunsicker, who 
decided he'd had enough of McLane's 
discount-store mentality and resigned. 
Expect him to resurface elsewhere soon. 
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Pittsburgh Pirates 


Last season: 72-89. Fifth 
place, 32% games out. The Pi- 
rates' losing record was their 12th 
straight. 

Off-season focus: After two years of try- 
ing, the Pirates finally unloaded catcher 
Jason Kendall, getting pitcher Mark 
Redman from Oakland in return. The 
team off-loaded $29 million of the $34 
million owed to Kendall in the next 
three years while landing a solid number 
three starter in Redman. The Pirates 
also added Benito Santiago, who will 
catch 100 games and mentor prospect 
Humberto Cota, and Matt Lawton, who 
will fill a hole in the outfield. 

In-season prognosis: The complexion of 
the team hasn't changed much, but the 
Pirates should improve because of the 
added experience of their top two re- 
turning starting pitchers, lefty Oliver 
Perez and righty Kip Wells. Outfielder 
Jason Bay became the first Pirate ever to 
win NL Rookie of the Year honors, but 
health issues hang over him. 

Welcome to town: Lawton joins Bay and 
Tike Redman to give Pittsburgh a legiti- 
mate run-producing outfield. 


6. Milwaukee Brewers 


Last season: 67-94. Sixth 

place, 37% games out. The 
Brewers won only five of 75 games in 
which they trailed after six innings. 
Off-season focus: Milwaukee shook up 
the pen and reworked its lineup, trading 


speedy center fielder Scott Podsednik 
and setup man Luis Vizcaino for outfield- 
er Carlos Lee. Lee's right-handed power 
will fit in nicely between the left-handed 
bats of Lyle Overbay and Geoff Jenkins, 
but Lee's defensive limitations will force 
Jenkins to move from left to right. The 
loss of Vizcaino will hurt, and the bullpen 
was dealt another blow when the team 
traded Dan Kolb to Atlanta in a payroll 
move, getting prospects in return. 
In-season prognosis: After 12 consecu- 
tive losing seasons the Brewers would 
like just to get back to .500. That will be 
a challenge with a rotation that doesn't 
have much beyond Ben Sheets and 
southpaw Doug Davis, as well as a 
bullpen that doesn't have a prime clos- 
er candidate. 

Welcome to town: Rookie J.J. Hardy ran 
into a detour last year, missing most of 
the season because of shoulder surgery, 
but the shortstop job is his. 


1. San Francisco Giants 


И Last season: 91-71. Second 
place, two games out. The Gi- 
ants have won at least 90 games in five 
consecutive seasons for the first time since 
they achieved the feat from 1933 to 1937. 
Off-season focus: The team's success is 
tied to Barry Bonds's productivity. 
Because Bonds will turn 41 in July, man- 
agement is looking at today and forget- 


"They're not real." 


* Good Eye, Bad Eye 
Percentage of swings at balls 
out of the strike zone (minimum 
502 plate appearances): 
LOWEST: 
D'Angelo Jimenez, Reds 
Barry Bonds, Giants 


16.4 
16.4 
17.6 
18.7 


Luis Castillo, Marlins 
Scott Hatteberg, A's 
HIGHEST: 

Viadimir Guerrero, Angels 
Alex Gonzalez, Marlins 
A.J. Pierzynski, Giants 
Johnny Estrada, Braves 


46.8 
46.6 
45.3 
45,2 


ting about tomorrow. So when it saw 
holes that needed to be filled, it looked 
at stat sheets, not birth certificates, and 
came up with shortstop Omar Vizquel 
(who turns 38 on April 24), right fielder 
Moises Alou (who turns 39 in July), 
catcher Mike Matheny, 34, and closer 
Armando Benitez, 32. Third baseman 
Edgardo Alfonzo, 31, is the kid in the 
starting lineup. 

In-season prognosis: Bonds underwent 
off-season surgery on both knees but 
claims he'll be ready for opening day. Тһе 
Giants' moves give them a shot at a cham- 
pionship if Bonds and right-hander 
Jason Schmidt can stay healthy. 
Welcome to town: Alou, who reunites 
with his father, manager Felipe Alou, will 
provide a legitimate power threat to pro- 
tect Bonds. He's driven in at least 90 
runs in seven of the past eight seasons. 


Los Angel jodgers 


Last season: 93-69. F 

place, lost to St. Louis 
NL Division Series. At least the Dodgers 
won a game in the NLDS, their first 
postseason victory since 1988. 
Off-season focus: General manager Paul 
DePodesta is intent on making his mark 
on the team. Since his hiring in February 
2004 he has gotten rid of every regular 
except shortstop Cesar Izturis. He was 
so eager to move outfielder Shawn 
Green that he gave Arizona $10 million 
just to take him. Clubhouse chemistry 
apparently isn't a priority in light of last 
spring's trade for Milton Bradley and 
this winter's signing of Jeff Kent. 
In-season prognosis: The Dodgers took 
one of the best infield defenses in base- 
ball and made it mediocre, replacing 
Alex Cora at second with Kent and Adri- 
an Beltre at third with Jose Valentin. 
That will hurt a pitching staff that has to 
hope Brad Penny is healthy. 
Welcome to town: The Dodgers signed 
outfielder J.D. Drew to help make up 
for the loss of Beltre, but it cost the 
team $55 million for the five-year deal, 
nearly as much as what Beltre signed 
for in Seattle. 


3. San Diego Padres 


Last season: 87-75. Third 
place, six games out. The 
Padres have never had a pitcher throw a 
no-hitter nor a batter hit for the cycle. 

Off-season focus: San Diego saw enough 
hope with its young pitching nucleus to 
be cautious. The team welcomed back 
right-hander Woody Williams to replace 
lefty David Wells and swapped center 
fielders with Boston, opting for Dave 
Roberts's speed over Jay Payton's power 


+, Rockies first baseman Todd Hel- 
ton has the highest career bat- 
ting average (.339) of any active 
player, but he has never been part 
of a pennant race in his seven- 
plus big league seasons. 

0: Does having been a quarter- 
back at Tennessee help you? 

A: Yes. Going to college helped me grow as a 
person. Having been a quarterback helps me 
deal with situations and teammates. 

0: Do you ever feel as if you're on an island 
and nobody is helping you get off? 

A: No. | feel | have to find a reason I'm not 
helping us win. | take as much responsibility 
for that as anyone. My peeve is a guy who 
says, "I did my part.” Nobody did his part if 
we don't win. 

0: What's your late-season motivation? 

А: l'm living a dream, but | also enjoy the com- 
petition, When we're out of the race, people 
ask, "What's the motivation?" That's easy. 
Respect for the game. 

0: What provides hope this year? 

A: We have legitimate arms in the rotation. 
They've all had success at Coors Field. To 
succeed here you have to be tough. 


(which Petco Park negated). The Pads 
also found left-handed bullpen help in 
Darrell May, if he's not the fifth starter, 
and Chris Hammond. May came from 
Kansas City in a trade that sent outfielder 
Terrence Long packing. 
In-season prognosis: The Padres are 
proud of their young pitching but contin- 
ue to assemble a defense that undermines 
the staff. They do have the arms, including 
a nice bullpen, to surprise if the Giants fal- 
ter. Aki Otsuka and Scott Linebrink are 
both right-handed, but they're a perfect 
one-two punch to set up Trevor Hoffman. 
Welcome to town: His stolen base in last 
ar's ALCS may be the most memo- 
rable in Red Sox history, but Roberts has 
never been able to hold a full-time job. 
Given the expansive center field at Pet- 
co, the Padres need him to step up. 


Arizona Diamondbacks 


Last season: 51-111. 
place, 42 games out. A 
rookies made a major-league-leading 
487 starts. 
Off-season focus: The Diamondbacks 
began the winter claiming financial prob- 


lems, but thanks to an exodus of free 
agents, the unloading of Randy Johnson 
and their getting $10 million along with 
Shawn Green from the Dodgers, they ac- 
tually cut close to $20 million in salary 
wh e adding right-handers Javier 

iz, lefty Shawn 
оу Glaus. 


Estes and third baseman 7 
In-season prognosis: The team has 
nothing on the farm, so it has to bring in 
immediate help. The Diamondbacks are 
counting on two risky four-year deals to 
pay off: Glaus, who at the time of his 
signing hadn't thrown a baseball since 


before his surgery, and Ortiz, whose fast- 
ball was a mere 84 miles per hour in last 
season's final six weeks. They also went 
to spring training with no closer, leaving 
them with a challenge j t to get to .500. 
Welcome to town: en provides left- 
handed pop in the middle of the lineup, 
which is significant because of the uncer- 
tainty of Luis Gonzalez's return from last 
August's shoulder surgery. 


Colorado Rockies 


Last season: 68-94. Fourth 
place, 25 games out. The 
Rockies bullpen set major league records 
with 34 blown saves and 39 lo: 
Off-season focus: The Rocki 
mitted to giving the organization's 
shot. That became obvious in an off- 
season in which the major additions 
backup infielder Desi Relaford, 
fourth outfielder Dustan Mohr and rota- 
tion insurance Darren Oliver. 

In-season prognosis: It will be a learning 
experience for a team looking at a pro- 
jected lineup in which second b 
Aaron ^ 
service time, is third in seniority Бе 
"Todd Helton and Preston Wil 
Rockies expect to feature rookies 
er (J.D. Closser), shortstop (Clint Barme: 
third base ( and right 
(Brad Hamp Strong arm 


w 


Batters with the most fly-ball outs 
of at least 380 feet: 
Carlos Beltran, Royals-Astros 


Derek Jeter, Yankees 
Garret Anderson, Angels 
Lance Berkman, Astros 
Barry Bonds, Giants 
Alfonso Soriano, Rangers 


Francis ready to join a staff headed by 
durable right-hander Jason Jennings, but 
that's not enough for Coors Field. 
Welcome to town: Expect Mohr to play a 
significant role, given Hawpe's struggles 
with left-handed pitching and center 
fielder Wilson's likely need to rest af- 
ter two surgeries on his left knee. 
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Thanks to Stats Inc. and Baseball Prospectus 
for their contributions. 


JAMES SPADER continues from page 62) 


I grew up with weaponry of all kinds. Pue carried a 
knife on me since I was 10. l've got a bunch of knives. 


PLAYBOY: Should marijuana be legal? 
SPADER: Yes. 

PLAYBOY: How do you talk to your boys 
about drugs? Do you tell them that it's 
a very different world than it was 20 
years ago? 

SPADER: That's the approach. But it's 
not just about drugs. It's about many 
things. I grew up in a part of the coun- 
try where, when I reached a certain 
age, I got a BB gun for Christmas and 
then the next year a .22 rifle, and we'd 
go target shoot and goof around. That 
doesn't exist anymore. I grew up at a 
time when you'd get a pocketknife at a 
certain age, then you'd get a sheath 
knife and wear it around. You'd carve a 
stick in the woods. It was a different 
time. Sex and play, education and cur- 
riculum—behavior was different then. 
You were allowed to be unconcerned 
about certain things. Today people 
have to be careful. 

PLAYBOY: Many actors are malcontents. 
Marlon Brando said acting is a bum's 
life and that quitting acting is a sign of 
maturity. Laurence Olivier called acting 
a masochistic form of exhibitionism. 
Anthony Hopkins said being an actor is 
nothing special. He said, "Actors are 
nothing. Most actors are pretty simple- 
minded people who just think they're 
complicated." Why do so many actors 
put down their profession? 

SPADER: You would hope it's out of a 
sense of humility, but there's also a cer- 
tain amount of self-loathing. Acting is 
easy and fun. You earn a lot of money, 
and you bang out with girls. The pro- 
fession is given tremendous signifi- 
cance within our society, but it's not 
really worthy of it. But why is that so 
awful? The reason the statements of 
those gentlemen seem so vitriolic to- 
ward their own profession is just that 
they're juxtaposed against how other 
people perceive the profession. You do 
struggle with the immaturity of it. 
PLAYBOY: What degree of reality do your 
characters have for you after you've fin- 
ished playing them? 

SPADER: I don't think movies or television 
have any basis in reality at all. It’s all just 
pretend. That's what's fun about it. Alan 
Shore can say all the stuff to people 
you're not going to say in real life. Who 
behaves like that? 

PLAYBOY: What's the greatest risk you've 
taken as an actor? 

SPADER: As an actor? Acting isn't a risky 
profession. There certainly are no 
prevalent health issues involved. 
PLAYBOY: Well, in Last Tango in Paris 


150 Brando improvised some scenes that 


were considered more revealing than 
things most actors had done before. 
SPADER: What's the risk there? He's 
lauded for it. He's remembered for it. 
You're still talking about it with respect 
and admiration. What the hell's the risk? 
There's no peril there. Acting can be a 
tremendously fun way to earn a living, 
and it's not particularly taxing. I'm very 
lucky. I've earned my living in other 
ways; I've had a lot of different jobs. 
PLAYBOY: The funniest thing we've read 
about your early jobs is that you taught 
yoga in New York City even though you 
had never practiced it. True story? 
SPADER: Yeah. You could adjust the tem- 
perature and the lights in the room, so 
I turned the temperature up a bit and 
the lights down. I got to the point 
where I could actually lie down, shut 
my eyes and talk them through every 
position I was going to put them in. I 
thought the whole thing was about re- 
laxing. [laughs] I realized later that what 
I was doing had no relation to yoga at 
all. They weren't even yoga positions. 
They were stretching positions. I was 
giving them a stretching class. Га get 
them in positions and then fall asleep 
because it was so fucking hot in the 
room. Then I'd come to, and they'd be 
stuck in this position all peering up and 
looking, and I'd pretend I just wanted 
them to relax some more. 

PLAYBOY: Other jobs included shoveling 
manure at the Claremont Riding Acade- 
my, unloading railroad cars, driving 
meat trucks and being a messenger. 
Were any of them fun? 

SPADER: Believe me, unloading railroad 
cars is a lot easier than loading. They 
were plastic goods. My friend's father 
owned a warehouse, so I went to work 
for him for 90 days, after which you 
had to join the union. I was just doing 
it for a summer job. If I had joined the 
union, the dues would have wiped out 
what I was making. I didn't stay at any 
of these jobs for more than a couple of 
months. I was living in New York. 
Christ, if I needed a job I could have 
gotten one in two days. 

PLAYBOY: You have said that working in 
a small record shop in New York was 
the worst of all the jobs you had prior 
to acting. Why? 

SPADER: It was so fucking boring. That 
was the only retail job I've ever had. It 
was particularly boring because the 
owners were putting all their profits up. 
their noses. They didn't put any back 
into the store, so they never had any 
product. There wasn't a single record 
that anyone was interested in buying. 


You'd be there for hours, and there 
would be no customers. 

PLAYBOY: But you're a fan of music and 
frequently attend concerts. 

SPADER: I have been to hundreds and 
hundreds of concerts. 

PLAYBOY: Which ones have been the most 
memorable? 

SPADER: It would be difficult to single one 
out because you can never underesti- 
mate the impact of the drugs you hap- 
pen to be using. I should be careful 
about saying that. I have a 15-year-old. 
PLAYBOY: So of all the concerts you've 
attended, you can't single any out? 
SPADER: There are certain people I've 
seen so many times. Like Bob Dylan— 
I'm a big Dylan fan. I love his music so 
much, I don't want to fuck with his mes- 
sage. I listen to an enormous amount of 
blues, jazz, classical, opera, reggae, 
bluegrass, rock and roll, Cuban music, 
African music. But more of my life has 
been spent listening to Bob Dylan than 
anything else. That's been the music to 
my ears. When I listen to his music it 
lives in the memories of my life. I went 
to the Sundance Film Festival one year 
and Dylan was playing at a ski resort 
nearby, so I happened on that. In 
Dublin I was shooting a film and saw a 
Dylan concert there. 

PLAYBOY: Do you know him? Do you go 
see him after a show? 

SPADER: I have gone back and talked 
with Bob. 

PLAYBOY: Is he an easy guy to talk to? 
SPADER: I've always found him to be very 
easy to talk to. What dictates the length 
and breadth of the conversation is that 
it’s usually late at night and I'm ready to 
get back to the hotel, and he's hot and 
tired as well. We'll talk for a few minutes. 
I've always found him engaging, nice 
and generous with me. 
PLAYBOY: Three years ago you s 


49, and I have no idea who I am." Any 
idea today? 

SPADER: Sands are shifting constantly. 
[laughs] 


PLAYBOY: The London Times wrote about 
the way you approach interviews: “His 
answers, when they come, are precise, 
articulate but self-consciously contrived. 
Like many actors, he performs in an in- 
terview, playing the slightly anguished 
role of an actor forced to expose too 
much of himself.” You said when we first 
started talking that you were doing this 
interview reluctantly. Were you playing a 
role for most of it? 

SPADER: No, I think what that person 
wrote is mostly commentary. I am ex- 
tremely careful. And from what I've read. 
through the years, I'm never careful 
enough. So I've become more and more 
insulated every time I do this. 

PLAYBOY: Now that it's over, what do you 
think? Any regrets? 

SPADER: Just one: that I agreed to do it. 


Sin 9 la eom from page 76) 


Newton said the only reason the universe hadn't col- 
lapsed was because God intervened from time to time. 


various ways to explain why the night sky 
is dark, but the big bang explanation is the 
most convincing. The fundamental claim 
of the big bang is that the universe was 
created and therefore has a finite age. If 
the universe had been created just a few 
billion years ago, the starlight would have 
had only enough time to reach us from a 
limited volume of space because light trav- 
els at only 300,000 kilometers a second. 
In short, a finite 
age for the universe 
and a finite speed 
of light result in a 
night sky with only 
a finite amount of 
light. Therefore, 
evidence of the big 
bang confronts you 
every time you look 
at the night sky, 
which is dark black, 
not brilliant white. 
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(8) THE UNIVERSE HAS 
NOT YET COLLAPSED 


universe hadn't collapsed was that God 
intervened from time to time to keep 
the celestial objects apart. 


(9) EVERYTHING IN THE UNIVERSE IS 
RELATIVELY YOUNG 

In the past century the age of the uni- 

verse according to the big bang model at 


its contents. This was clearly absurd. But 


es appeared to be less than the age of 


SLIDE UNDER 


(10) FLUCTUATIONS IN THE AFTERGLOW 


One of the puzzles of the big bang model 
of creation is that the universe started off 
perfectly smooth yet today is highly struc- 
tured, with giant galaxies in some parts 
and vast voids elsewhere. How did the 
universe evolve from smooth to struc- 
tured? The tiniest imaginable fluctuations. 
in the early universe would have gradu- 
ally grown in time because regions of 
slightly higher density would have pulled 
in more matter by gravity. Hence the 
fluctuations would have increased, exert- 
ing more of a pull, which would drag 
in even more matter and so on until 
galaxies were formed. If the early uni- 
verse did have tiny fluctuations, these 
should show up as 
slight variations in 
the big bang after- 
glow, also known as 
background radia- 
tion. For 25 years 
no variations could 
be found. As John 
Mather put it; "We 
haven't ruled out 
our own existence 
yet. But I'm com- 
pletely mystified as 
to how the present- 
day structure exists 


STAY AFTER 
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without having left 
some signature on 
the background ra- 
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S tists used to 
assume the universe 
had existed for 


eternity in a largely 
changeless state. 
But this notion is 
incompatible with 
gravity, which pro- 
vides an attraction 
between all objects. 
Hence, within a finite 
amount of time all 
objects in the 
зе should have 
n toward one 


unive: 

Hence the uni 
could not 

for eternity; it could 

have lasted for only a finite time, which 
is what the big bang states. Scientists 
attempted to salvage the eternity theory 
despite gravity, but they failed. Einstein 
posited an antigravity force to keep all 
the galaxies apart, but ultimately the 
universe would still be unstable. c 
Newton was also troubled by the 
thought of a gravitationally collapsing 
universe. One of his solutions was to 


verse 


envisage an ir mmetric universe 
in which every object is pulled equally 
in all directions so there is no overall 


movement. Unfortunately he realized 
that even the turning of a page would 
alter the balance of the universe and 
trigger total collapse. Newton suggested 
that the only explanation for why the 


huge errors in measurement were 
found. Astronomers have since been 
ne the age of the universe and 


only 13.7 billion years 
a billion years. So every 
thing in the universe should be younger 
than that, which seems to be the case. 
The earth, for example, is between 4 bil- 
lion and 5 billion years old, and the sun 
is about that age as well. The age of our 
galaxy is roughly double that. Crucially, 
there are no celestial objects with ages of 
100 billion years, or 100 trillion years, 
which is what you would expect to find 
if the universe were infinitely old. Hence 
the universe is only finitely old. 


diation.” Then, in 
1991, the Cosmi 


charge p 


dents add 6.75% the level of one part 
in 100,000. This 
effectively proved 
the big bang model 
beyond all reason- 
able doubt. Stephen 
Hawking called it 
“the discovery of 
the century, if not 
of all time.” 


So there we have 

convincing evidence that the big bang 
started the universe. Critics will argue 
that the model is incomplete and imper- 


a material that 

called dark matt 

ence is apparent, but nobody really 
knows what it is. One theory is that it con- 
sists of large objects such as black holes or 
giant planets, which both come under the 
heading of massive compact halo objects 
(or MACHOs). Another theory is that it 
consists of a soup of particles that fall 
under the heading of weakly interact- 
ing massive particles (or WIMPs). Alter- 


natively Bill Bryson gives an umbrella 151 
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heading that indicates the true level of 
understanding—namely dark unknown 
nonreflective nondetectable objects some- 
where (or DUNNOS). 

Another problem is that cosmologists 
have always assumed the expansion of 
the universe should be slowing because 
of gravity, but observations over the past 
decade show the expansion is actually 
accelerating. Again, whatever is behind 
this is a mystery. It goes under the head- 
ing of dark energy. 

Even the basic laws of physics are 
under inspection. Quantum theory 
(which explains the physics of the very 
small) and general relativity (which 
explains the physics of the very large) 
seem to conflict at a fundamental level, 
so physicists need somehow to modify 
them or come up with a new theory that 
unifies them. String theory is the great 
hope for achieving this unification. If it 
succeeds, there will be a deeper under- 
standing of the basic particles and forces 
in our universe, and this will inevitably 
have an influence on our understanding 
of the big bang. 

Cosmologists also speculate about the 
earliest moments after the big bang, 
when a period of superexpansion took 
place, the so-called inflationary phase. 
This phase is helpful to explain features 
of today's universe, but it remains 
unproven. And of course we currently 
have no respectable answer to the great- 
est question of all: What came before 
the big bang? 

All these uncertainties and unknowns 
might appear embarrassing, but scien- 
tists realize that no theory is ever com- 
plete and perfect, and they take these 
problems in their stride. In fact, they 
remain happy and optimistic about the 
big bang. First, they are confident it's 
basically true that something catastrophic 
happened roughly 13.7 billion years ago 
and that the universe expanded and 
evolved into the one we see today. Sec- 
ond, the problems outlined above are 
merely challenges, and scientists thrive 
on challenges. Questions beyond today's 


generation of scientists should not be 
considered insurmountable, because 
they may be obvious to a genius of the 
next generation. 

Perhaps the best illustration of this 
comes from the 19th century French 
philosopher Auguste Comte, who tried to 
identify areas of knowledge that would 
remain forever beyond the wit of scien- 
tific endeavor. For example, he thought 
some qualities of the stars could never be 
ascertained: “We see how we may deter- 
mine their forms, their distances, their 
bulk and their motions, but we can never 
know anything of their chemical or min- 
eralogical structure." Within a few years 
of his death this supposedly eternal mys- 
tery had been addressed. 

However, while scientists coura- 
geously struggle to identify rational and 
verifiable explanations for mysteries 
such as dark matter, dark energy and 
the pre-big bang era, creationists sim- 
ply argue that such unanswered ques- 
tions point to failures in science an 
necessity of divine intervention. This 
takes us back to a time when humans 
would invoke God to explain every mys- 
tery, and it is a tactic that ultimately 
backfires for the creationists. This was 
highlighted by chemist Charles Coul- 
son, who coined the phrase "God of the 
gaps" to describe a deity who would be 
responsible for everything beyond 
our comprehension. He pointed out 
that such a God would have his power 
diminished as each gap in knowledge 
was filled by science. Hence, it seems 
much more sensible to leave the job of 
explaining the natural world to science 
and for religion to concentrate on the 
spiritual world. In this way God's image 
cannot be tarnished. 

"This appears to be the view taken by 
Georges Lemaitre, who pioneered the big 
bang in the 1920s. He talked of "a day 
without a yesterday" and posited the big 
bang as an event that started with all the 
matter in the current universe com- 
pacted into a small, dense superatom, 
which suddenly and violently fractured 


and exploded. This would have been 
akin to a large uranium atom undergoing 
nuclear fission but on a much grander 
scale. The nuclear debris would have 
flown outward before coalescing and 
evolving into the stars and galaxies we see 
today. Modern cosmologists picture the 
event slightly differently, but this is not a 
bad description of the big bang. 

Lemaitre's view on the relation between 
religion and science is particularly relevant 
because he was both a cosmologist and a 
Jesuit priest. He had no qualms with 
simultaneously believing in God and sci- 
ence, once saying, "There are two ways of 
arriving at the truth. I decided to follow 
them both." Science gave him an under- 
standing of the material world, and reli- 
gion gave him insight into the spiritual 
world. He didn't use science to back up his 
faith, and he didn't use the Bible to back 
up his scientific theories. 

Indeed, Lemaitre was annoyed when 
Pope Pius XII appeared at the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences on November 22, 
1951 to deliver an address titled "The 
Proofs for the Existence of God in Light 
of Modern Natural Science." The Pope 
was suggesting that the big bang was a. 
scientific vindication of Genesis. Lemaitre 
was quick to advise against further such 
pronouncements. If you embrace science. 
when it seems to back the Bible, you also. 
have to accept those elements of science 
that contradict scripture. Hence Le- 
maitre maintained it was better not to 
mix science and religion at all. 

Perhaps the final word on religion ver- 
sus science should go to one of the first 
scientists to confront religious dogma. 
Although Galileo Galilei couldn't make 
peace with the Inquisition, which forced 
him to recant his theory that the earth 
went around the sun and not vice versa, 
he was able to satisfy himself that sci 
ence and religion were not in conflic 
Galileo expressed it thus: "Holy writ was 
intended to teach men how to go to 
heaven, not how the heavens go." 
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(continued from page 67) 
promise comforting delusions such as 
life after death, a sexual paradise for 
male martyrs and retribution in the next 
world. Second, religions enjoy a fast 
track down the generations—children 
are automatically indoctrinated with the 
religious beliefs of their parents. 
PLAYBOY: Can a scientist be anything 
other than atheistic? 

DAWKINS: It's hard to understand how a 
scientist who is true to science and who 
honestly thinks problems through logi- 
cally can be religious in the sense of believ- 
ing in miracles and a supernatural creator. 
Admittedly a minority of scientists are sin- 
cerely religious. In past centuries, espe- 
cially before Darwin, just about everybody 
was religious. Most modern scientists are 
nonreligious, and virtually all the elite sci 
entists elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences are nonreligious. Great scien- 
s who are popularly thought to have 
been religious, such as Einstein, usually 
turn out on exami ination not to be. Ein- 
ed religious language but only as 
vivid figures of speech. He did not believe 
in any kind of supernatural intelligence. 
PLAYBOY: The anthropic principle claims 
the cosmos is, against all odds, perfectly 
tuned for life, that it's improbable that life 
would have developed randomly, thus 
the necessity of a creator. How would you 
respond to such assertion 
DAWKINS: I wrote about this in my latest 
book, The Ancestor's Tale. The anthropic 
notion is that the very laws of physics, or 
the fundamental constants of the universe, 
are a carefully tuned put-up job calculated 
to eventually bring humanity into exis- 
tence. It is not necessarily founded on van- 
ity. It doesn't have to mean the universe 
s deliberately made so that we should 
exist. It need mean only that we are here 
and we could not be in a universe that 
lacked the capability of producing us. As 
physicists have pointed out, it's no accident 
that we see stars in our sky, for stars are a 
necessary part of any universe capable of 
generating us. Again, this does not imply 
that stars exist in order to make us. It's just 
that without stars there would be no atoms 
heavier than lithium in the periodic table, 
and a chemistry of only three elements is 
too impoverished to support life. 

Seeing is the kind of activity that can 
go on only in the kind of universe where 
what you see is stars. But a little more 
needs to be said. Granted the trivial fact 
that our presence requires a universe 
capable of producing us, the existence of 
such a potent universe may still seem 
improbable. Physicists may reckon that 
the set of possible universes vastly out- 
numbers that subset whose laws and con- 
stants allowed physics to mature via stars 
into chemistry and via planets into biol- 
ogy. To some, this means the laws and 
constants were premeditated from the 
start, though it baffles me that anybody 


would regard this as an explanation for 
anything, given that the problem so 
swiftly regresses to the larger one of 
explaining the existence of the equally 
fine-tuned and improbable premeditator. 
Other physicists are less confident that 
the laws and constants were free to vary 
in the first place. We understand that the 
circumference and the diameter of a cir- 
cle are not independent; otherwise we 
might feel tempted to postulate a 
plethora of possible universes, each with 
a different value of one fourth. Perhaps, 
argue some physicists, such as Nobel 
Prize-winning theorist Steven Weinberg, 
the fundamental constants of the uni- 
verse, which we now treat as independent 
of one another, will in time be under- 
stood to have fewer degrees of freedom. 
Maybe there is only one way for a uni- 
verse to be. That would undermine the 
appearance of anthropic coincidence. 
Other physicists, including Sir Martin 
Rees, the present astronomer royal, accept 
there is a real coincidence in need of 
explanation and explain it by postulating 
many actual universes existing in parallel, 
mutually incommunicado, each with its 
own set of laws. Obviously we, who find 
ourselves reflecting on such things, must 
be in one of those universes, however rare, 
whose laws and constants are capable of 
evolving us. The theoretical physicist Lee 
Smolin added an ingenious Darwinian 
spin that reduces the apparent statistical 
improbability of our existence. In Smolin's 
model, universes give birth to daughter 
universes, which vary in laws and con- 
stants. Daughter universes are born in 
black holes produced by a parent uni- 
verse. They inherit the parent’s laws and 
constants but with some possibility of 
small random-change “mutations.” Those 
daughter universes that have what it takes 
to reproduce—that can last long enough 
to make black holes, for instance—are the 
universes that pass on their laws and con- 
stants to their daughters. Stars are pre- 
cursors to black holes that, in the Smolin 
model, are the birth events. So universes 
that have what it takes to make stars are 
favored in this cosmic Darwinism. The 
properties that furnish this gift to the 
future are the same properties that inci- 
dentally lead to the manufacture of large 
atoms, including vital carbon atoms. Not 
only do we live in a universe capable of 
producing life, successive generations of 
universes progressively evolve to become 
increasingly the sort of universe that, as 
a by-product, is capable of producing life. 
The logic of the Smolin theory appeals to 
a Darwinian or to anyone of imagination, 
but as for the physics, I'm not qualified 
to judge. I cannot find a physicist to con- 
demn the theory as wrong. The most 
negative thing one will say is that it's super- 
fluous. Some dream of a final theory in 
whose light the fine-tuning of the universe 
will turn out to be a delusion anyway. 
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(continued from page 68) 
persistence to accumulate. And we have 
it, a gift from our ancestors to us, free of 
charge, the only price being the time to 
look for it and learn it. 

The second thing science gives us is a 
way of seeing the world. The scientific 
method is basically objective rational think- 
ing. You have a hypothesis, and you test it 
by bringing forth evidence and trying to 
replicate an outcome, and you begin to see 
if the idea stands up to tests. You take your- 
self out of the equation as much as possi- 
ble. This is not some exotic way of looking 
at things; it’s what we use when we buy a 
car. It's justa matter of formalizing this sys- 
tem and then applying it to everything. 

My dog Arden, a scrappy old fellow I 
found on my street (he's an Australian cat- 
tle dog, according to the vet), doesn't know 
that his body is made up of atoms that 
have assembled to make him who he is 
and that after he dies and decomposes 
those same atoms will be parts of other 


“Talk about an amicable divorce. My ex even got me a temp. 


things. He doesn't know that the earth, 
which he so happily prances on, is billions 
of years old and that our Milky Way galaxy 
will collide with the Andromeda galaxy 
in about 3 billion or 4 billion more years. 
Arden doesn't know he is descended from 
a dog bred to corral cattle down under. 
In fact, to Arden I am God. I decide 
almost everything in his life—when he 
eats and when he goes on a hike with me. 
He is fearful when I'm angry and happy 
when I approve, and he adjusts his behav- 
ior accordingly. Just because he can put 
together cause and effect doesn't make 
him a scientist. Arden can't gather infor- 
mation from other dogs around the 
world, dogs long dead and dogs who've 
calculated things over and over, and he 
can't read and understand the results. 
Yes, he can smell odors better than I 
can, and he can hear much, much better 
than I. But he doesn't know why, when a 
squirrel crosses our path, he goes insane 
with uncontrollable zeal and chases that 
squirrel up a tree. He doesn't realize he 
was bred to keep rodent-size animals away 
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from the herd, but I can know this, and 
you can too. Arden can't, and as much as 
Ilove Arden, I don't want to be Arden. 

I made a shift when I discovered sci- 
ence. It was the most profound event 
of my life. I went from being an animal 
like Arden to being an animal who was 
also a human. 

Bothering with science will give you 
true humility and deep reasons for pride. 
It could make you more depressed. 
Viewing the world objectively, more sci- 
entifically and less ego-filtered can cause 
you to see things more clearly—and 
sometimes reality is not pretty. On the 
upside, seeing clearly can make you 
much happier and allow you a glimpse at 
the miracle that you exist at all. So in 
terms of mood it's a toss-up. 

Science will save you time and anguish. 
Okay, I know, money and time go hand in 
hand, so I'll give a time example. I used 
to spend a lot of time wondering why 
things happened, because I believed the 
universe was aware of us humans and had 
something to do with what happened to 
us. I spent a lot of time trying to divine 
what the universe wanted me to do and a 
lot of time wondering if this event or piece 
of information was important because of 
the time it took me to learn it, and I didn't 
pay much attention to the information. 

Now I know the evidence is clear that a 
human is an animal—a spectacularly 
wonderful animal but an animal nonethe- 
less—and that the universe doesn't have 
consciousness and therefore is incapable 
of caring about us, let alone orchestrating 
events so we can intuit its meanings. 

Granted, this is a bitter pill to swallow. 
This one took me a few years, and the 
world was dark and empty at first but then. 
gave way to deep humility and awe. I real- 
ized I am subject to tragedy and luck the 
way anyone else is. I suddenly stopped in. 
my tracks and understood that we know 
so much: We know how small we are, we 
know the universe is enormous, and we 
have some idea about how we got here 
and what elements compose us. Suddenly 
protons were quite interesting, thank you. 
And it was titillating to imagine strings and 
time bending and supernovas destroy- 
ing—it was so amazing that it made me 
just want to...kiss somebody, hard. Maybe 
you don't feel that way, but I sure do. 

So bothering with science made me 
more like my dog in that I started focusing: 
on how food tasted in all parts of my 
mouth and how sometimes the air smells 
like rain and freshly cut grass, and I could 
hear myself breathing. I was also not at 
all like my dog, because I'm like him only 
if I surrender what comes with contem- 
plating things like black holes and galaxies 
and the big questions. I have a method to 
the madness, a way of evaluating the world 
that brings me closer to truth than any 
other method. That's worth a lot of bother. 
If Arden only knew, he'd be jealous. 
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ALICIA AND MIKE’S WEDDING ALBUM 


It was holy Met-rimony when Miss Octo- 
ber 1 Alicia Rickter and Mets catcher 
Mike Piazza tied the knot January 29 on 
Miami's lusive Fisher Island 
Alicia's bridesmaids included 
onetime PLAYBOY cover girl 
ngelica Bridges and Playmates 
Lisa Dergan and Brande Roder- 
ick. (“That has to be one of the 
best-looking wedding parties in 
history,” Hef says.) We caught up 
with the bride ys before 
the event to see if she had any jit- 
ters. Lucky for Piazza, she didn't 
I'm very excited about the wed- 
ding and this union,” Alicia says. 
Michael has brought balance to my life. 
We're similar in our values and views on 
family, but we're opposite in other areas 


That's good, because we give each other 

different perspectives. When you choose 

someone wisely, it makes you a whole per- 
son.” So how did this California 
model tag the famed East Coast 
bachelor? When the pair met in 
2002, Alicia says, dating Piazza 
never crossed her mind, but 
thanks to the persuasive match- 
making skills of maid of honor 
Bridges, she stepped up to the 
plate. “I didn't know anything 
about him," One day 
he called out of the blue and said, 
*Hi, this is Mike. I'm in town, and 
I'd like to take you to dinner.' It 

was very brave of him. I called him back, 

and the next day we went to dinner 

it the play of a lifetime. 


BOMBSHELLS AWAY! 


From left: Victoria Silvstedt hawking her 2005 calendar in London; daytime TY star Kelly 
Monaco (she plays Samantha on General Hospital) at a celebrity charity dodgeboll event X 

Sandra Hubby looking far from fatigued at L.A.'s Bliss lounge; The Amazing Косе star 

ў Victoria Fuller enjoying the controversy she and her husband caused on the program 

(note her T-shirt); Lauren Michelle Hill in Las Vegas. AN m 
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By Mitch Fatel 


| pick Kimberly Holland 
because she lists a sense of 
humor as a trait she looks 
for in a man, which means 
as soon as you give her my number 
we can start our family 
and live happily ever 
after. Hurry—I'm ea- 
ger to begin the stort- 
erm LOOSE LIPS 
"Becoming infected with HIV 
taught me how to live life in 
the face of adversity and allows 
me the opportunity to under- 
stand that I've been given the gift 
of life." —Rebekka Armstrong 


Famed New York artist and photographer 

Guy Powers has a knack for turning beauti- 

ful women into works of art. His unique im- 

ages of Colleen Marie and other beauties 

can be seen ot seeguysdolls.com. "He is 

possibly going to feature me in a cal- 
endar next year!” Coll says. 


PLAYMATE GOSSIP 


Jenny McCarthy is getting huge 
buzz for Dirty Love, the movie she 
wrote, stars in and took to Sun- 
dance. "This film is what 

The Sweetest Thing so des- 
perately wanted to be," 

says movie website Ain't It 

Cool News. “A brilliant 
comedic performance by 
all-around perfect woman 
Jenny McCarthy”... It was “Trim- 
spa, baby!" meets "All Night Long" 
when Anna Nicole Smith got her 
paws on Lionel Richie (below) at 


the Aladdin Resort & Casino in 
Las Vegas.... Miriam Gonzalez 
has graduated with a degree in 
television and radio broadcast- 
ing from the Connecticut School 
of Broadcasting. Now she's work- 
ing for ESPN Radio.... So wha 
going on between Pamela An- 
derson and Mel Gib- 

son (below)? Not 

much—at least 

in the 


romance department. The two 
hung out together at an L.A 
party honoring Earth, Wind & 
Fire, but when it comes to love, 
Pammy's got her eye on someone 
else: Stephen Dorff. “We're dat- 
ing," she told Us Weekly. "Stephen 
isa terrific actor—I admire him." 


cyber@club 
See your favorite Playmate's 
pictorial in the der Club 
at cyber.playboy.com 
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(continued from page 68) 
prefer the view that we're among the 
first tenth of all humans who have ever 
existed? If the human race were to 
become extinct tomorrow, roughly one 
in 10 of all humans who have ever 
existed would be alive now. Ifthe human 
race were to colonize the galaxy, we 
would be early humans—perhaps only 
one in a trillion humans would have 
been alive as early as we were. Does this 
general principle prefer the view that 
you're in the more usual situations 
rather than the less usual ones? Carter 
saw this point and became considerably 
more pessimistic about the human race 
having a long future. 

PLAYBOY: How will the world end? 

LESLIE: I'm fairly confident the human 
race will spread through the galaxy, 
and I think the human race will 
end through the eventual dying out of 
life in the universe hundreds of tril- 
lions of years down the road. Unless, of 
course, after a certain amount of evolu- 
tion has taken place we're no longer 
humans—we're superhumans or some- 
thing like that. I'd say humankind has a 
60 percent chance of surviving more 
than 500 years. But among the various 
threats, which I take quite seriously, I 
think biological warfare or terrorism is 
the greatest. What I chiefly have in 
mind is the release of germs that kill or 
severely harm humans. This could be 
by accident—for instance, an escape of 
nasty organisms from a research lab de- 
voted to finding defenses against bio- 
logical warfare—or through biological 
warfare or terrorism itself. We should 
also think of possible extortion by a 
criminal who threatens to release such 
germs and then does so when his 
threat doesn't earn him a huge 
amount of money. Of course, another 
good way to kill humans is to release 
organisms that kill off their food sup- 
ply The greenhouse effect comes 
next because I believe a runaway 
greenhouse effect producing a disas- 
trous rise in temperature is much less 
improbable than most people think. 
Other threats also need to be taken se- 
riously, in particular the possibility of 
doing something disastrous through a 
scientific experiment conducted at very 
high energies—strange-quark matter 
could attract and convert ordinary mat- 
ter and destroy first the earth, then 
our galaxy, then other galaxies. Not 
to mention the possibility of humans 
being replaced by computers; though 
computers might be very intelligent in 
the sense of beating people at chess and 
being fine scientists and writing good 
poetry, they would still manage not to 
be truly conscious because they lack 
the kind of unity the human mind has. 
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(continued from page 75) 
people from various walks of life and 
sends them on a strenuous gallop around 
the globe. Victoria and Jonathan trained 
hard every day, but their preparation was 
not enough to overcome the strain of the 
competition. Then came the Shove. 

Jonathan apologized soon after the 
incident. “That's not who І really am,” 
he said. “It wasn't a true reflection of 
our relationship.” He blamed his Беһау- 
іог on a steroid he'd begun taking to 
fight sarcoidosis, an inflammatory dis- 
ease that had been diagnosed just days 
before the race. "That's what caused the 
sparks to fly," says Jonathan. He's still on 
the medication. 

Victoria and Jonathan competed in 
four more episodes before becoming 
undone by, of all things, a donkey. On a 
leg of the race in Ethiopia they were dis- 
tracted as they read the instructions for 
their next task. Told to deliver two don- 
keys to a local farmer, they showed up 
with one. They raced to fetch another, 
but time ran out, and so did their luck. 

"It was so hard to accept," Victoria 
says. "I couldn't believe it came down to 
a stupid mistake." But by that point Vic- 
toria and Jonathan had begun to relax. 


Mingling with the villagers, they started 
emptying their pockets and giving away 
their money and clothes. Suddenly view- 
ers saw a warmer, more generous side of 
the couple they had loved to hate. Says 
Victoria, "The experience really moved 
us and changed our lives." 

With the race over, Victoria has now 
devoted herself to her artwork. She has 
several gallery shows in the works, 
including some in Europe, to show off 
her pieces. "My goal is to make a huge 
impact as a female artist," she says. 
"PLAYBOY has been a good stepping-stone 
for me, and the race will also help.” 
Jonathan continues to expand his Hol- 
lywood presence and is trying to land a 
spot on Survivor. They're working hard- 
est, however, on their relationship. 

“It's most important that Victoria and 
I continue to grow and learn from our 
mistakes,” Jonathan says. To that end 
the couple appeared on A Dr. Phil Prime- 
time Special: Romance Rescue. “He was 
really hard on Jon,” Victoria says, “but 
he wrapped it up on a positive note.” 

“The Amazing Race strengthened our 
marriage,” says Victoria. “Watching the 
show allowed us to see our faults. We 
really did reconnect.” 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING, WHERE IT'S HAPPENING AND WHO'S MAKING IT HAPPEN 
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MY BIRFDAY! SHAKE, MILK! 
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с Д | DOING IN HEAVEN RIGHT NOW. FOR SURE 


SOD MEL YOU aT 
DÍ кею 


n 


Smarter and angrier than anything else on the comics page, 
Aaron McGruder and The Boondocks remix the funnies 


hen a new comic debuts in 160 newspapers (about the same total as 
Ws» and Hobbes), you might assume it was cast from the same 

moribund mold as Beetle Bailey and Garfield, limping in daily with an 
identical innocuous joke. You'd be wrong. “I flip through my past strips and can't 
believe any sane newspaper would print them," says Aaron McGruder, 30-year- 
old creator of The Boondocks. Chronicling the lives of Huey and Riley, two inner- 
City black kids sent to live in an affluent suburb, the daily strip is one of the most 
controversial (and successful) ever, reflecting its author's perspective along with 
his plainspokenness. Of course, not pulling punches means papers regularly 
pull individual strips. "Americans are not used to talking honestly about race, let 
alone laughing about it," McGruder says. “But if you worry about what other peo- 
ple think, you can't do the job." He's also quick to point out that radicalized Huey 
is not simply a mouthpiece for the cartoonist's own views: "Huey's paranoid; I 
just don't trust the government. People think I'm trying to change the world. I'm 
just trying to earn a living in a way that | don't have to be ashamed of." The latest 
Boondocks anthology, Public Enemy #2, is out this month.  —Scott Alexander 159 
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Finding Netherlands 
Although they weren't vacationing together in tony St. Barts, ANNA. 
KOURNIKOVA and KIRSTEN DUNST had itsy-bitsy bil 

mon. While Anna (below) gives us a glimpse of her bare-skinned rug, 
Kirsten (right) ignored the cardinal rule of swimming in the ocean: 
Make sure your top has straps—or at least double-sided tape. 


Total 
Reveal Live 
TRL host VANESSA 
MINNILLO is used 
to overzealous teen 
fans. After going 
braless to the 
VMAs, she should 
expect overzeal- 
ous adult fans 
as well. 


The Thrill of Brazil 


Why is Brazil teeming with stunning 
women? Blame it on good genes, a lack 
of sexual taboos and, of course, Rio. 
Brazilian model ANA HICKMANN rep- 
resents during Rio Fashion Week. 


Pop-Up Video 
One great reason to apply 
for a job at Blockbuster 
video in Malibu, Califor- 
nia: BRITNEY SPEARS has 
made at least one cameo 
at the store in a sheer 
white top (see above). 
Next time Mrs. Federline 
stops in, be sure to 
mention how much you 
loved her in Crossroads. 


Divine Reality 
We're just as burned out 
on reality shows as the 
next guy, but we're willing 
to make an exception 
for Shut Up and Model, 
which stars Utah-based 
poser ANNA CHRISTINA. 
Truth be told, we'd 
watch it if it were 
called “Shut Up and 
Watch Me Pay Bills in 
Black Panties.” 


Miami Vice 
A party don't 
mean a thing if it 
ain't got BAI 

LING, as revelers 
at Mansion in 
Miami learned on 
New Year's Eve. 
Bai danced wildly, 
chugged cham- 
pagne from the 
bottle and prob- 
ably wondered, 
What resolutions? 
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Тһе Kentucky Derby (May 7) is really justa f 2 POSITION PLAYER 
grand and elaborate excuse to spend a day HM If you order this 
drinking mint juleps. This year try some with the - set of Sheets Gone 
delicious 1792 Ridgemont Reserve small-batch - у Wild for your bed 
bourbon ($29, available at fine liquor stores). 7 { 1 (from $140, damon 
The recipe: Take a large fistful of fresh mint p s ah - - апфопусот), you'll 
leaves and muddle them in a pitcher with a cup also get a booklet 

of bourbon. Then pour in the rest of the bottle 4 on how to find the 
along with a cup of simple syrup. Chill the \ G-spot (as if you 
concoction overnight and serve in a glass filled x | need directions) and 


with chipped ісе with a mint-sprig garnish. 2055 a bag of game chips. 
The rules: (1) Toss a 
chip onto the bed. (2) 
Emulate the position 
depicted in the square 
it lands on. (3) Now 
it's her turn. Once 
you've played all 3: 
positions, you can 
hold your postgame 
press conference. The 
300-count cotton 
sheets come in king- 
and queen-size top 
and fitted bottom, 
with two pillowcases 
included. 
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RUMBLE SEAT 


The problem with shaking your moneymaker 
is that it takes so much effort. At long last 
there's a chair that will take care of that for 
you. The built-in speakers in the Spherex RX2 
($1,600, spherexinc.com) pump out 300 

watts of 5.1 surround sound, taking your 
movie, music and video game madness 

to a whole new level. With its five separate A/V 
hookups, plugging in is a breeze. Finally a 
chair that makes a La-Z-Boy look like work. 
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MOTOR MOUTH 


Rolling along at 70 miles an hour, with the highway whizzing 
by six inches below your feet, it's just you and the open road. And 
your MP3 player. And cell phone. And radio. And Smitty and 
Stubbs (the guys you're riding with, who want to make a pit stop, 
by the way). Staying in touch these days is a complicated proposi- 
tion, but the thing you want on a bike is clutter. Which is 
vhere the ChatterBox XB1 ($500, chatterboxusa.com) comes in. 
5 single communicator lets you plug in a panoply of gadgets— 
cell phone, music player, radio and walkie-talkie—that are then 
routed straight to a headset on your helmet. The icing on the 
cake? Thanks to Bluetooth technology, it's wireless. 


A NEW SPIN ON THE GOLF BALL 


The nanotechnology outfit NanoDynamics 
is getting into the golf game. Atomic 
engineers have altered the materials in 
the NDMX ball (about $50 a dozen, avail- 
able later this spring at ndmxgolf.com) 

so it spins less, making it harder for you 
to hook or slice your shot through some 
sap's kitchen window. If your golf game 
is awful, it'll still be awful. But at least 
you'll be a winner on the molecular level. 


SPOT ON 


Open laptop. Say prayer. Move 100 feet. 
Repeat. Finding an open Wi-Fi hot 

spot can be a hellish task. Wi-Fi detectors 
have existed for a while, but most show 
only signal strength. The LCD display 
on the Canary Wireless Digital Hotspot- 
ter ($50, cz com) also re 
the name of the network and, most 
portant, whether you'll be able to access 
it freely with your laptop or PDA. 
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LET THERE BE LIGHT E 


Dead flashlight batteries are a 
pain, but thanks to an ingenious 
tech trick you'll never have to 
endure them again. Freeplay 
specializes in energy-efficient | 
human-powered gizmos. Its lat- 

est creation, the Jonta flashlight 
($70, freeplay.com), features a 
low-power, high-yield LED bulb 
that will shine for 24 hours ona | 
full charge. If the battery's dead, 
turn its crank for 30 seconds and 
you'll get a full 10 minutes of 
light. Plus, if you make a 
donation on its site, Freeplay will 
send a lifesaving windup radio to 
a tsunami victim on your behalf. 


FLY GIRLS 


What kept a World War II pilot's spi 
was in регі 
Now you 
Gary Velasco's re 
planes ($160 to $600, 
to re-create the panels, painting on aircraft-grade aluminum. 
Pictured: Heavenly Body (40 by 18 inches, $585), from a B-24. 


PACK TO THE FUTURE 


The great outdoors is a fantastic 
place to find tranquility, but it’s 
a lousy place to find a power 
outlet. With the Voltaic back- 
pack ($229, voltaicsystems.com) 
you can carry your power source 
with you. As you trek, three 
lightweight, waterproof solar 
panels charge the lithium ion 
tucked inside the pack. 
charged you can 

and juice up your 
tapped-out cell phone, MP3 
player, PDA or camera—you 
know, all those things you need 
to get back to nature. The bag 
also has adapters that let you 
charge the battery in a wall sock- 
et or car lighter in case you need 
to juice up at night. 
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WHERE AND HOW TO BUY ON PAGE 143. 
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A STAR WARS SUPERNOVA GETS NAKED. GUESS WHO. 


THE BRAIN—KHALID SHEIKH MOHAMMED CAME OUT OF THE 
SUBURBS OF KUWAIT CITY TO ESTABLISH HIMSELF AS THE 
MASTERMIND BEHIND THE 9/11 ATTACKS. WE TAKE YOU INTO 
AN UNSETTLING WORLD OF INTRIGUE AND MAYHEM AS 
WE FOLLOW THE MAN THEY CALL THE BRAIN FROM NORTH 
CAROLINA TO MANILA TO HIS DARING PREDAWN CAPTURE 
IN PAKISTAN. AN EXCLUSIVE LOOK INTO FANATICISM BY TER- 
RORISM EXPERT ROHAN GUNARATNA 


LANCE ARMSTRONG-—HE'S ONE OF THE GREATEST ATH- 
LETES OF HIS GENERATION, BUT THE RECORD-BREAKING 
CANCER SURVIVOR'S UNBELIEVABLE STORY DOESN'T END AT 
THE TOUR DE FRANCE FINISH LINE. FIND OUT WHAT MAKES 
HIM SO DRIVEN, HOW HIS LIVESTRONG BRACELETS ARE 
CHANGING THE WORLD OF MEDICINE AND WHY A SINGER 
NAMED SHERYL REALLY MAKES HIM CROW, AN ADRENALINE- 
CHARGED PLAYBOY INTERVIEW BY KEVIN COOK 


THE PLAYBOY FIDELITY SURVEY—IS ORAL SEX CHEATING? 
WHAT ABOUT GETTING A LAP DANCE? DO YOU LOOK OUTSIDE 
YOUR MARRIAGE FOR SEX ACTS A PARTNER WON'T PER- 
FORM? WE TOOK A POLL ON THE STATE OF FIDELITY IN AMER- 
ICA—AND THE RESULTS ARE SHOCKING. WHERE DO YOU FIT 
IN? BY JAMES R. PETERSEN AND MALINA LEE 


GONE SWIMMIN'; WAVE-MAKING SUITS. 


YET ANOTHER INTRIGUING SIDE OF MARILYN MONROE. 


PLAYMATE OF THE YEAR—' WITHOUT YOU,” HEF FAMOUSLY 
TOLD THE PLAYMATES, "I'D BE THE PUBLISHER OF A LITERARY 
MAGAZINE." SEE WHICH CENTERFOLD IS THE ONE NONE OF 
US COULD LIVE WITHOUT THIS YEAR—THE PMOY 2005. 


THE STAR WARS DOSSIER—DARTH VADER MAY BE LUKE'S 
FATHER, BUT WE'RE THE BIG DADDY WHEN IT COMES TO STAR 
WARS TRIVIA. OUR COMPENDIUM GOES FROM A GALAXY FAR, 
FAR AWAY TO ZUCKUSS, INCLUDING THE MOST EXPENSIVE TOY, 
THE BEST SNL SKITS AND WHY PRINCESS LEIA WAS A MAJOR 
BUZZ KILL. ALSO: IS THAT A LIGHTSABER IN YOUR POCKET, OR 
ARE YOU HAPPY TO SEE OUR COVER GIRL? A STAR WARS: 
EPISODE Ill BEAUTY BARES ALL IN A SUPERSTELLAR PICTORIAL. 


PAUL GIAMATTI—HOLLYWOOD'S GO-TO CHARACTER ACTOR 
ON HIS SIDEWAYS OSCAR SNUB, HOW HE AVOIDS THE ALLURE 
OF "LOCATION BANGING," GETTING LIQUORED UP WITH CIN- 
DERELLA MAN CO-STAR RUSSELL CROWE AND WHICH A-LIST 
ACTRESS НЕ TOLD, "YOU COULD BE MORE OF AN A-HOLE IF 
YOU WANTED." 200 BY STEPHEN REBELLO 


PLUS: FICTION BY ROBERT COOVER, THE MYTHOLOGIZATION 
OF MARILYN MONROE, SWIMSUITS THAT WILL LOOK GREAT ON 
HER CABANA FLOOR, SCARLETT KEEGAN ON WHAT A GIRL. 
WANTS, AND MISS JUNE, KARA MONACO. 
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Bionutrient Actives: The natural solution for the appearance of thinning hair. NIOXIN 


Call 1-800-628-9890 or visit www.nioxin.com for more information. 


RESEARCH LABORATORIES, INC. 


GREAT TASTE. 
LESS FILLING. 
HALF THE CARBS OF BUD LIGHT. 


BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER 
THE CARB CRAZE. 
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Great Taste. Less Filling. call. 


